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STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  COUNCIL: 

(as  on  March  31st,  1931) 


FINANCE 


\V.  Bateman 

J.  H,  Batty  (Chairman) 

Aid.  J.  W.  Black 
Lt.-Col.  E.  C.  Clay  (ex  officio) 
Dr.  P.  M.  EvANS^(eA:  officio) 


Dr.  J.  Graham  (Vice-Chair- 
man) 

S.  P.  Grundy 
Godfrey  H.  Hamilton 
Thomas  Holt 


R.  B.  Hughes-Buller 
Aid.  W.  W.  Kelland 
A J W.  Kitchin  (ex  officio) 
The  Rt.  Hon.  C.  A.  McCurdy 
G.  F.  Mowatt  (ex  officio) 


Walter  S.  Talbot  (ex  officio) 
Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse 
(ex  officio) 

J.  W.  WOOTTON 


Revenue 

J.  H.  Batty  The  Rt.  Hon.  C.  A.  McCurdy 

Dr.  j.  Graham  (Chairman) 

R.  B.  Hughes-Buller  G.  F.  Mowatt 
].  W.  WOOTTON 


Sub-Committees  : 

Unification 

T H Batty  (Chairman)  R.  B.  Hughes-Buller 

j'.  J.  Crosfield  a.  j.  W.  Kitchin 

Dr.  P.  M.  Evans 
Dr.  J.  Graham 


Walter  S.  Talbot 


GENERAL  PURPOSES 


J.  H.  Batty 
Aid.  J.  W.  Black 
The  Rev.  Canon  C.  E.  Bolam 
J ].  Burton 
Lt.-Col.  E.  C.  Clay 
(Chairman) 


J.  J.  Crosfield 
Dr.  A.  Eichholz 
W.  H.  Eastman 
B.  J.  Evans 

Dr.  P.  M.  Evans  (ex  officio) 
A.  J.  W.  Kitchin 


Miss  J.  Merivale 
G.  F.  Mowatt  (Vice-Chair- 
man) 

Aid.  Major  J.  G.  P.aris 

Harvey  F.  Plant 

Sir  Philip  Reckitt,  bart. 


Miss  Jean  Robinson 
W.  H.  Tate 

Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse 
(ex  officio) 

Henry  J.  Wagg 


Sub- Committees 

Assistance 


Home  Industries 
Board  of  Directors 
J.  H.  Batty  (Chairman) 

J.  J.  Crosfield 
Henry-  J.  Wagg 
W.  McG.  Eagar  (ex  officio) 


Lt.-Col.  E.  C.  Clay 

A.  J.  W.  Kitchin  (Chairman) 

G.  F.  Mowatt 

W.  McG.  Eagar  (ex  officio)] 


Homes 

Lt.-Col.  E.  C.  Clay 

A.  J.  W.  Kitchin 

Miss  J.  Merivale  (Chairman) 

G.  F.  Mowatt 

Harvey  F.  Plant 


Miss  Jean  Robinson 
Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse 
Mrs.  Tydeman 
Henry  J.  Wagg 


Home  Industries  Advisory  Committee  : 

Members  of  General  Purposes  Committee  and  representatives  of  Associations  for  the 
Blind  and  of  Public  Authorities  within  the  area  covered  by  the  Home  Workers’  Scheme. 


The  Rev.  Canon  C.  E.  Bol.ym 
Dr.  A.  Eichhoi.z 
Dr.  P.  M.  Evans  (ex  officio) 
Miss  M.  M R.  Garaw.ay 


EDUCATION  AND  RESEARCH 

Dr.  J.  Graham  Walter  S.  Talbot  (Chairman) 

A.  J.  W.  Kitchin  A.  T.  M.  Topping 

W.  P.  Merrick  Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse 

Miss  Jean  Robinson  (ex  officio) 


T.  H.  Tylor 
Henry-  J.  Wagg  (Vice- 
Chairman) 

Dr.  Ernest  Whitfield 


Sub-Committees  : 


Publications 

The  Rev.  Canon  C.  E.  Bolam  Miss  Jean  Robinson 

Dr.  A.  Eichholz  C.  Shaw 

Miss  M.  M.  K.  Caraway-  Walter  S.  Talhot  (Chair- 

A.  J.  W.  Kitchin  man) 

W.  Percy  Merrick  Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse 

W.  J.  Merridan  T.  H.  Tylor 

Miss  O.  I.  Prince  Dr.  Ernest  Whitfield 


Technical  Research 


A.  F.  R.  Cotton 

Dr.  A.  H.  Davis 

R.  Denm.an 

Capt.  Ian  Fraser 

The  Rev.  E.  H.  Griffiths, 

R.N. 

A.  J.  W.  Kitchin 


W.  Percy  Merrick 
Miss  Pain 

Monsieur  G.  Raverat 
Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse 
Dr.  W.  S.  Tucker 
T.  H.  Tylor 

Henry  J.  Wagg  (Chairman) 


Sir  James  Devonshire. 

K.B.E. 

Dr.  A.  Eichholz 
C.  B.  Fox 
Dr.  J.  Graham 

Miss  E.  Archibald,  m a. 

J.  H.  Batty- 


Placement  and 

Rev.  E.  H.  Griffiths,  r.n. 
A.  J.  W.  Kitchin  (Chairman) 

F.  R.  Lovett 

G.  F.  Mowatt 
Dr.  C.  S.  Myers 

Chorleywood  College 

Miss  W.  M.  Crosthwaite, 
B.Sc. 

Dr.  A.  Eichholz 


General  Research 

Capt.  G.  Pollard,  o.b.e. 

J.  M.  Ritchie,  m.a.,  Ph.D. 
Miss  Jean  Robinson 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 

Sanderson  of  Humanby 

Board  of  Governors 

Miss  M.  -M.  R.  Caraway 
Miss  E.  C.  Gedge,  b.a. 

Miss  M.  Huskisson,  m.a. 


Capt.  Sir  Be.achcroft  Towse 
T.  H.  Tylor 
Henry  J.  W.agg 
Dr.  Ernest  Whitfield 
Major  H.Will,ans,  d.s.o.m.c 

Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse 
(Chairman) 

T.  H.  Tylor 


Consultative  Committees  ; 


G.  C.  Brown,  m.a. 

J.  R.  M.  Butler,  m.a. 

C.  F.  Clay,  m.a. 

Miss  M.  M.  R.  Caraway 

Alfred  W.  Abdey,  mus.doc., 
f.r.c.o. 

Herbert  F.  Ellingford. 

Mus.Bac.,  F.R.C.O.,  A.R.C.M. 

Ernest  Fowles,  f.r.a.m. 


Roger  Ingpen 
A.  Dunlop  Linds.ay,  c.b.e.. 
Miss  P.  Monk,  m.a.  [ll.d. 
Miss  O.  1.  Prince 

M 

Alfred  Hollins,  mus.doc., 
f.r.c.o. 

Thomas  Keighley,  mus.doc. 
f.r.c.o.,  f.r.m.c.m. 


ture 

Prof.  Gilbert  Murray,  m.  a., 
ll.d.,  D.Litl. 

Sir  Arthur  Quiller-Couch, 

M.A.,  D Liu.,  LL.D.,  J.P. 

ilc 

Stewart  Macpherson, 

F.R.A.M. 

Sir  L.andon  Ronald, f.r.a.m., 
F.R.C.M.,  F.G.S.M. 


J.  C.  Squire,  m.a. 

W.  M.  Stone,  p.e.i.s. 

Sir  Joseph  Tho.mson,  o.yi,, 
D.Sc„  LL.D.,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S. 

John  Warriner,  mus.doc., 
F.T.C.L. 

Charles  F.  Waters, 

Mus.doc.,  F.R.C.O. 
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Education 

G.  F.  Mowatt  Dame  Jessir  Wii.ton  Phipps, 

T.  P.  Nunn,  M.A..  D.sc.  W.  H.  Tate  fn.B.E.,  t.p, 

Appointmtnts  Boatd 

F.  iVl.  Earle  Mrs.  S.  McCalun 

Dr,  Eiciihoi.?.  G.  F.  Mowatt 

Miss  M.  M,  R.  Garaway 


Spencer  I.eeson,  m.a. 

W.  Percy  Merrick 

Rev.  Canon  M.  Ati.ay 

G.  C.  Brown,  m.a. 

H.  J.  Clarke 

Sir  Robert  Waley  Cohen, 
K.B.E. 

Sir  James  Devonshire, K.B.E. 


Dr.  J.  Graham 

The  Rev.  E.  H.  Griffiths, 

F.  R.  Lovett  [r.n. 


Sir  Philip  Nash,  k.c.m.c,., 

C.B. 

R.  Pears 

J.  M.  Ritchie,  m.a.,  pli.n. 


Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towsk 
T.  H.  Tylor 

P.  Rooksby 

Sir  Sydney  Skinner,  j.p. 
Capt.  Sir  Beachcroft  Towsp. 
Henry  J.  Waco 
The  Deputy  Master  and 
Controller  of  the  Royal  Mint . 


Hon.  Treasurers  ; 

G.  F.  Mowatt,  j.p.  .A.  J W.  Kitchin,  c.i.e. 


Hon.  Chief  Chaplain  : 

The  Rev,  Canon  C.  K Bol.am,  F.R.HiM.s, 

Hon.  Architect  : 

('.  Ernest  Flcock,  f.r.i.b.a. 

Hon.  Aurist  : 

Frederick  Stoker,  m b.,  b.s.,  f r.c.s. 

Hon.  Ophthalmic  Consultants  : 

N.  Bishop  Harman,  m.a.,  m.b.,  B.ch.,  F. r.c.s,,  m. r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 
.Maurice  H.  Whiting,  o.b.e.,  m.a.,  B.ch.,  mb.,  f.r.c.s. 


Hon.  Adviser  on  Propaganda  ; 

The  Rt.  Hon.  C.  McCurdy,  p.c.,  k.c. 

Hon.  Estates  Officer  : 

R.  B.  Hughes-Bui.i.er,  c.i.e.,  c.b.e. 

Hon.  Dental  Consultant  : 

F.  Vincent  Denne,  m.d.,  m. r.c.s.. 
l.r.c.p.,  L.S.A.,  L.n.s.,  r.c.s. 

Hon.  Chief  Consultant,  “ Sunshine  Homes  ” : 
Eric  G.  PRiTtiiARD,  m.d.,  f.r.c.p. 


Secretary-General  : 


W.  McG. 


Solicitors  ; 

Bird  A Bird,  6 Gray's  Tnn  Square,  W'.C.l. 


Eagar 


Auditors  : 

Jackson,  Pixley  & Co.,  Chartered  Accountants, 
58  Coleman  Street,  E C. 2. 


Bankers  : 

The  Westminster  Bank,  T.td.,  Harley  Street  Branch,  154  Harley  Street,  W.  I . 


Headquarters  : 

224,  226  and  228  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.l. 


Sunshine  House,”  Warwick  New  Road,  Leamington  Spa, 
Warwickshire. 

Hem.  Medical  Officey  : J.  G.  Waldrop,  m.d. 

Hon.  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  : E.  L.  Howell  Jones,  m. r.c.s., 
Hon.  Dentist  : H.  Norman  Hillier  [l  r.c.p. 

Sunshine  House,”  East  Grinsfead,  Sussex. 

Hon.  Medical  Officer  : W.  E.  Wallis,  b.a.,  m.b.,  B.ch., 
M. R.c.s.,  L.R.C.P, 

Hon.  Dental  Surgeon  : J.  White,  m .a.,  l.d.s. 


The  Moon  Society  (Works),  104  Queen’s  Road,  Brighton. 

Sunshine"  Homes  for  Blind  Babies  : — 

Sunshine  House,"  Oxford  Road,  Birkdale,  Southport, 

Lancs. 

Hon.  Consultant  : A.  Dingwall  Fordyce,  m.d.,  f.r.c.p 
Hon.  Medical  Officers  : S.  Mewburn  Brown,  m.d. 

W.  C.  Bentall,  o.b.e.,  f.r.c.s. 

Hon.  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  : T.  L.  De  Courcy,  b.a.,  m.d 
Hon.  Pathologist  : E.  Cronin  Lowe,  m.b.e.,  m.b.,  b.s. 

Hon.  Dentist  : W.  A,  Findlay,  l.d.s. 

Chairman  of  Local  Committee  : Mrs.  B.  Goodfellow 
Court  Grange  Home  and  School  for  Retarded  Blind  Children,  Abbotskerswell,  South  Devon. 
College  for  Girls  with  I.ittle  or  No  Sight,  Chorleywood,  Herts. 

Hon.  Medical  Officers  : J.  R.  Venning,  m.a.,  l.r.c.p. 

H.  J.  Cardew,  m.b.,  m. r.c.s. 

Hon.  Dentist  : S.  W.  Charles,  l.d.s. 

School  of  Massage,  224  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.l. 

Hon.  Medical  Consultant : C.  C.  Worster-Drought,  m.d.,  m. r.c.p 
Guest  House  for  Aged  Blind  Women,  Bloomfield,  Leamington  Spa,  Warwickshire. 

Hon.  Medical  Officer  : G.  L.  Levin,  m. r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home,  Quarry  Hill,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 

Hon.  Medical  Officer:  E.  M.  B.arker,  m.a,,  b.c.,  m. r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p., 

Home  for  Blind  Women,  104  Queen’s  Road,  Brighton. 

Hon.  Medical  Officers  : G.  Lyon-Smith,  m b.,  B.ch. 

R.  Graham  Bonnalie,  m.b. 

Hon.  Dentist : F.  J.  Roberts 

Home  for  Blind  Women,  9 Gordon  Road,  Clifton,  Bristol. 

Hon.  Medical  Officer  : C.  W.  Wanklyn  James,  m. r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Hostels  for  Blind  Women,  8 and  9 Oval  Road,  Gloucester  Gate,  London,  N.W.l. 

Home  Industries  Department,  31  Holmesdale  Road,  Relgate,  Surrey. 

Branch  Offices  : 

office  : Chairman  of  Local  Committee 

47  Pilgrim  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  A.  W.  White 


8 St.  Ann  Street,  Leeds 
51  North  John  Street,  IJverpool 
90  Deansgate,  Manchester 

12  Park  Road,  Peterborough 
2 St.  Paul’s  Road,  Clifton,  Bristol 
43  Southemhay  West,  Exeter 

9 Preston  Park  Avenue,  Brighton 


James  Graham,  ph.D. 

Aid.  Major  J.  G.  Paris,  t.d., 


.T. 

H. 


J.P. 


Rev.  Canon  C.  E.  Boi.am.  f r uIsi  s. 
Col.  R.  W.  Awdry 
Capt.  N.  A Qoicke 


Secretary  : 
Wriggles  WORTH 
S.  COGHILL 
M.  Frankland 
A.  Stone 

Capt.  .\.  C.  Holmes 
J.  King  Cummings 
S.  M.  Taylor 

H.  F.  C.UTTERIDGF. 
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Brief  Particulars  and  Addresses  of  Members  of  the  Executive  Council. 

^OTE. — Blinrl  Members  are  distinguished  by  an  asterisk  (•). 


Miss  Alice  S.  Arinitagc.  Life  Member.  Daughter  of  the  Founder  of  the  National  Institute,  ejo  Ladies’  Nalional  Clubs. 
11,  Cromwell  Hoad,  S.W.T. 

r.i  P VV  Awdrv  (rel^resealiHC  the.  Wester,,  Couaties  Association  for  the  Blind).  Chairman  Wiltshire  County  Association 
foVth^  BUnd;  Member^  Western  Counties  ./Association  ior  tne  Blind,  Committee  of  Gardner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind, 
Wiltshire  County  Council.  Little  Cheverell,  Devizes. 

Wm  Rftteman  J P F S.A.A.  (representing  the  North-Western  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind).  Chairman  of  the  North- 
V\Sn  Counaes  Association  for  the  Blind  ; Hon.  Treasurer  and  Member  of  Committee  of  the  Stockport  Certified 
Industrial  Schoois  ; Vice-President  and  Member  of  the  Board  of  the  Stockport  Infirmary.  The  Homestead,  Buxton 
Hoad,  Stockport. 

J II.  Bally,  F.R.Q.S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Institution.  The  Manor  House,  Chorleywood,  Herts. 

A I Rinns  M C M A (Canlah.l,  B.Sc.  (London).  Member  of  F.xecntive  Committee  of  Association  of  Education  Com- 
mittees’  FxecuHve' Kiticc  oJ  aLocIu^  of  Directors  and  Secretaries  for  Education,  ^“‘^"ti're  Counal  ^ 
Education  Committee  of  Central  Association  for  Mental  Welfare,  and  Board  of  Education  s j uvenile  Organisatio 
Committee  ; Director  of  Education  in  the  Borough  of  Ealing.  Education  Office,  Town  Hall,  Ealing. 

John  Wycliffe  Black,  .I.P.  [representing  the  County  Councils  Associatum).  Alderman  of  the  Leicestershire  • 

Chabman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Committee,  Medica  Inspection  Conimitte^ 
and  I.eicester,  Leicestershire  and  Rutland  Institution  for  the  Blind  ; Representing  Leicestershire  C.C  on  the  County 
Councils  Association  ; Vice-Chairman  of  the  Mental  Hospitals  Committee  ; Representative  to  the  Mental  Hospitals 
Association.  Manor  Croft,  Ratcliff e Road,  Leicester. 


Ormond  A.  Blyfh.  Devonshire  Clvb,  St.  James's  Street,  S.W.l. 

*Tlie  Rev.  Canon  C.  E.  Bolain,  F.R.Hist.S.  [representing  the  Eastern  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind). 
of  Eastern  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind  ; Adviser,  Lincoln  and  Lindsey  Blind  Societies 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  Greatford  Rectory,  Stamford,  Lines. 


Member  of  Committee 
; Hon.  Chief  Chaplain 


J J Burton  0 B E , J P.,  F.Q.S.  Member  of  Advisory  Committee  (BUnd  Persons  Act),  and  Executive  of  Northern  Counties 
'Association  for  the  Blind  ; ex-Member  of  1913  Special  Committee  for  considering  technical  education  and  eragoyment 
of  the  Blind,  and  of  old  Regional  Advisory  Committee  for  the  Blind  ; Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts.  Rosecroft, 
Nunthorpe,  Yorks. 
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PREFATORY  NOTE 

This  Report  has  been  compiled  with  the  express  purpose  of  arousing 
or  stimulating  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  55,000  blind  people  of 
England  and  Wales.  It  is,  therefore,  something  more  than  an  account 
of  a year’s  activities;  it  is  a full,  illustrated  narrative  of  the  work 
of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  written  with  the  past  in  memory 
and  the  future  in  view,  and  forming,  it  is  hoped,  a picture  in  outline  of  a 
striving,  progressive  community.  Only  pc'rsonal  observation  can  .supply 
the  colours,  tones  and  shades  of  that  })ictuie,  and  the  Institute  s Executive 
Council  trust  that  all  readers  of  the  Report  will  sooner  or  later  inspect  for 
themselves  the  Institute’s  work.  Special  facilities  for  inspection  are  provided 
on  Wednesdays— Visitors’  Day— at  2.45  and  also  on  Mondays  and  Fridays 
at  the  same  time.  The  blind  staff  are  not  at  work  on  Saturday  morning. 

Certain  coloured  forms  are  inserted  in  the  Report  tor  the  convenience 
of  those  who  wish  to  show  their  symi)athy  with  the  Institute’s  objects.  These 
are  ; — 

1.  (Blue.)  A bankers’  order  form  by  whicii  annual  subscriptions  can 
be  paid  direct  through  a bank;  and  on  the  other  side — 

2.  (Blue.)  A simple  subscription  or  donation  form. 

3.  (Pink.)  A covenanted  subscription  form  (see  page  11). 

4.  (Yellow.)  A form  of  bequest,  and  a form  of  codicil  to  a Will. 

A copv  of  this  Report  is  being  sent  free  of  charge  to  those  who  have 
generously  supported  the  Institute  in  the  past.  They  will  render  additional 
service  to  the  Institute  if,  when  they  have  finished  with  the  Report,  they 
will  pass  it  on  to  friends  whom  they  think  it  will  be  likely  to  interest.  Further 
copies  can  be  supplied  at  Is.  each,  post  free. 
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The  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

A Brief  Sketch  of  its  Growth  and  Functions. 


The  foundation  of  the  Nati(mal  Institute  for  tlic  Blind  was  laid  in  1868,  when  the  British  and 
Foreign  Blind  Association  came  into  being,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage,  who, 
by  bringing  about  the  adoption  in  England  of  the  Braille  system  of  reading  and  writing, 
rendered  tlie  sightless  peojde  of  this  country  inestimable  service.  The  Association  became  a centre 
for  the  supply  of  embossed  books  and  music,  maps  and  apparatus,  and  in  1902  was  transformed  from 
a semi-private  undertaking  into  an  incorjiorated  society. 

Tlie  work  was  gradually  developed  until  the  erection  of  new  premises  became  necessary.  In 
1914,  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  succeeded  in  raising  the  necessary  amount  of  money,  and  tlie  present  Head- 
quarters were  opened  by  Their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen,  the  Association  being  re-named  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

From  1914  to  1920  was  a period  of  intensive  growth,  when  many  of  the  activities  described  in 
the  following  pages  were  begun  or  more  widely  developed,  and  when  the  foundations  were  laid  for 
a truly  “national  policy.  The  direct  furtherance  of  local  work  for  the  blind  was  considered  to  be  a 
most  important  part  of  the  Institute’s  functions  as  a national  institution,  and  large  sums  of  money 
were  distributed  annually  by  the  Institute  as  grants  to  Local  Agencies  for  the  Blind. 

In  1920,  however,  the  Blind  Persons  Act  was  passed  and  necessitated  many  changes  in  existing 
and  contemplated  activities.  The  Act,  in  addition  to  granting  old-age  pensions  to  the  blind  at  the 
age  of  50  instead  of  70,  imposed  a duty  on  all  County  and  County  Borough  Coimcils  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  the  blind  resident  in  their  respective  areas. 

The  National  Institute,  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  generally,  recognised  and  welcomed  the 
great  advance  marked  in  the  Blind  World  by  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  sought  to  co-operate  with 
County  and  County  Borough  Councils  in  evolving  some  means  by  which  national  and  local  services 
could  be  dovetailed  one  into  the  other  so  as  to  form  a comprehensive  scheme  for  the  national  welfare 
of  the  blind. 

Prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  the  National  Institute  had  accomplished  much  important  work 
in  connection  with  the  relief  of  the  blind  poor,  and  the  home  teaching  of  the  blind  throughout  the 
country.  The  Schemes  of  the  County  and  County  Borough  Councils  made  under  the  Act  transferred 
these  and  similar  strictly  local  services  to  Local  Agencies  for  the  Blind,  leaving  the  Institute  free  to 
supplement  them  when  necessary  and  to  extend  its  activities  in  other  directions,  such  as  the  increased 
publication  of  embossed  books  and  music,  the  initiation  of  new  Braille  periodicals,  the  provision  of 
additional  homes  for  blind  babies  and  a national  convalescent  home,  the  development  of  wireless 
facilities  lor  the  blind,  and  research  work  in  connection  with  apparatus  and  employment. 

In  1925  the  relationship  I^etween  the  National  Institute  and  Local  Agencies  was  strongly  rein foi cod 
by  the  re-constitution  of  the  Institute’s  Council  on  a more  representative  basis,  lo  the  19  existing 
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members  of  the  Council  were  added  17  members  representing  other  national  bodies  and  Local  Agencies, 
and  the  Scheme  for  the  Unification  of  Collections  (sec  page  11)  was  initiated.  1 he  hnancial  success 
of  this  Scheme  was  one  of  the  first  beneficial  results  of  national  co-operation,  and  m general  the  re- 
constitution of  the  Institute’s  Council  led  to  the  betterment  of  the  relationships  between  Agencies 
for  the  Blind  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  present  year — 1931 — has  witnessed  an  even  bolder  step  forward  in  the  same  direction. 
The  Institute’s  Council  has  again  been  re-constituted.  It  will  in  future  number  62,  and  be 
jircdominantly  a representative  body  directly  elected  by  organisations  for  and  of  the  blind  throughout 
the  country. 

This  step  is  singularly  opportune,  as  it  should  strengthen  and  consolidate  voluntaryism  in  work 
for  the  blind  at  a time  when  municipalisation  is  much  in  the  foreground.  It  should  be  clearly 
understood  by  the  general  public  that  purely  official  action  cannot  produce  what  their  blind  fellow 
citizens  need.  They  do  not  wish  to  subsist  at  the  public  expense,  but  claim  the  right  of  being  self-reliant 
and  self-supporting  men  and  women. 

The  services  rendered  by  the  National  Institute  to  the  blind  of  this  coimtry  are  described  in 
detail  in  the  following  pages.  Every  one  of  those  services  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind  ; 
everyone  depends  for  support  upon  voluntary  contributions  ; and  everyone  fits  in  with,  or  supplements, 
the  services  rendered  by  the  Local  Agencies. 

National  and  Local  Agencies  for  the  Blind,  State  and  Local  Authorities,  are  to-day  working 
in  unison  and  concord,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  next  decade  will  not  only  rival  but  surpass  the  past 
decade  in  the  extent  and  value  of  its  achievement  for  the  55,000  blind  people  of  this  country. 

As  a most  honourable  corollary  to  its  national  work,  the  Institute  has  a duty  to  fulfil  towards 
the  blind  of  the  British  Empire,  and  recent  developments  of  Imperial  work  are  related  on  page  61. 

Blindness  constitutes  a world-wide  problem,  and  to  solve  it  the  Institute  is  working  in  co-operation 
with  welfare  work  for  the  blind  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


Mr.  E.  V.  Lucas,  the  distinguished  author,  paid  a visit  to  the  Institute  during  the  past  year 
and  described,  in  his  “ Wanderer’s  Notebook  ”,  his  impressions  of  " that  marvellous  building  in 
Great  Portland  Street.”  He  concluded  his  account  with  the  following  words  : ” It  is  stimulating 
and  comforting  to  reflect  that  beneath  the  surface  vulgarity,  commonness,  sensationalism  and  noisy 
clamour  of  modern  life,  all  this  quiet  work  for  the  blind  is  going  on  ; and  I came  away  with  the  thought 
that  if  ever  a benevolent  institution  was  worth  support  it  is  this  one.” 
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Constancy  of 
Supporters. 


Gratitude  of 
the  Blind. 


Benefits  of 
Legacies. 


The  year  ended  March  31st,  1931,  has  been  a time  of  general  industrial  depression, 
but  we  are  thankful  to  report  that,  despite  this  fact,  the  services  rendered  during 
the  year  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  to  the  sightless  people  of  this 
country  have  been  fully  maintained. 

This  is  entirely  due  to  the  unfailing  generosity  of  the  loyal  friends  who  have 
helped  us  continuously  for  years  past,  and  to  the  enlistment  of  many  new  supporters. 
However  hard  the  times  may  be,  our  appeals  for  the  blind  always  meet  with  a ready 
response,  and  the  year  under  review  has  been  no  exception  to  the  rule.  To  old  and 
new  subscribers  alike  we  offer  our  deepest  thanks. 

Our  deepest  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  thousands  of  people  who,  year  in,  year  out, 
assist  us  to  carry  on  our  work  by  indefatigable  personal  service  in  connection  with 
the  many  money-raising  activities  organised  in  aid  of  the  Institute. 

In  offering  our  thanks,  we  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  we  are  speaking  for  the 
blind  themselves.  Their  gratitude  is  heartfelt.  The  assistance  afforded  them  is  as 
gratefully  received  as  it  is  graciously  given,  and  they  are  showing  their  sense  of  its 
value  in  the  best  possible  way — by  helping  themselves  with  courage  and  industry. 

A source  of  income  which  has  greatly  helped  us  in  overcoming  the  financial 
difficulties  of  the  year  is  the  legacy.  The  total  sum  bequeathed  to  the  Institute 
during  the  period  under  review  amounted  to  ;f20,637,  and  we  give  below  details 
of  each  legacy  received  : 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Allan,  Mrs.  Jessy  Constance  . . 

9 

0 

0 

Brought  Forward 

..  6,235 

17 

0 

Baldock,  Miss  Lilian  Maud 

508 

5 

4 

Dangcrtield,  Mrs.  Lucy  Elizabeth  500 

0 

0 

Blundell,  James  John  . . 

1,000 

0 

0 

Davies,  Miss  Margaret  Elizabeth  100 

0 

u 

Butler,  Mrs.  Sarah 

600 

0 

0 

Delamere,  .Mrs.  Christina 

400 

0 

0 

Burton,  Frank  Clement 

100 

0 

0 

Duncan.  Mrs.  Malcolm . . 

73 

1 

5 

Berry.  John  William 

100 

0 

0 

Bowden.  Mrs.  Emily  Jane 

6 

0 

0 

Evans,  Mrs.  Margaret  . . 

100 

0 

0 

Brand,  Miss  Sarah  Caroline  . . 

90 

0 

0 

Etty,  Miss  Mary  Lucy . . 

32 

3 

5 

Campbell-Walker,  Mrs.  Constance  160 

0 

0 

Fare,  Frederick  William 

25 

0 

0 

Chapman,  Robert  Henry 

250 

0 

0 

Gordon,  Lady  Esm6 

..  1,475 

0 

1) 

Chapman,  Miss  Mary  EUen 

50 

0 

0 

Gough,  Henry  Powell  . . 

250 

0 

1) 

Clarke,  Mrs.  Florence  Jane 

1,765 

3 

0 

Gilbertson,  James 

29 

15 

11 

Cockshott,  Sidney 

898 

8 

8 

Collbran,  Mrs.  Margaret  Blair.  . 

760 

0 

0 

Hammond,  Miss  Jane  . . 

100 

0 

0 

Carried  Forward 

£(i,2Z5 

17 

0 

Carried  Forward 

. . ,£9,320 

17 

9 

9 


Gravity  of 

Present 

Position. 


Value  of 

Annual^Sub 

scriptions. 


Brought  Forward 

Howard,  Charlie 
Holdron,  Harrj-  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  Mrs.  Charlotte  . 
Haslop,  Mrs.  A.  J. 

Jones,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  . . 
Jackson,  Mrs.  Fanny  Kadley 

Long,  Mrs.  Mabel  Edith 
Lytham,  Edward 

Minet,  Miss  Annie 
Meharry,  Mrs.  Martha  Robert 
Murray,  Mrs.  Isabella  . . 

Olley,  Miss  Ethel  Violet 

Pittard,  Ebenezer 
Pearson,  James  Winder 

Carried  Forward 


1 

s. 

d. 

i 

s. 

d. 

. 9,320 

17 

9 

Brought  Forward 

14,917 

13 

6 

359 

4 

8 

Pearson,  Miss  Ann 

125 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

Pickard,  Miss  Adelaide  Mary  Sarah  60 

0 

0 

75 

0 

0 

Packham,  Mrs.  Phoebe  Elizabeth  50 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Penn,  Mrs.  E.  G. 

150 

0 

0 

90 

0 

0 

Kundle,  Miss  Emma 

2,014 

2 

0 

. 1,000 

0 

0 

Stephenson,  Thomas  . . 

86 

1 

J 

21 

5 

3 

Sykes,  George  Burkinslicar  . 

100 

0 

0 

. 3,160 

5 

10 

Samuel,  Edward 

131 

lu 

50 

0 

0 

Tennant,  John  . . 

50 

0 

0 

i 100 

0 

0 

Thrower,  Herbert  Samuel 

2,697 

13 

1 

120 

0 

0 

Tucker,  Miss  Louisa  Susannah 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

Western,  .Mrs.  Hannah 

44 

19 

6 

10 

0 

0 

Williams,  James  Ralph 

120 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

. 

£20,637 

4 

7 

il4,917 

13 

6 

~ ■ — 

In  addition,  legacies  amounting  to  £4:,5‘i2  were  bequeathed  to  the  Institute 
during  the  year  for  specific  purposes,  as  detailed  below  ; 


Endowments  : 

De  Jong,  Miss  Constance. . 

Specifically  Appropriated  : 

Bowers.  Mrs.  Madeline 
Huggett,  Henry  Edgar  Vaux 
Wilson,  William  Henry  . . 


L s.  d. 

. . 4,322  4 1 1 (Geneial) 


100  0 0 (Sunshine  House,  Southport) 

100  0 0 (Sunshine  House,  East  Grinstead) 

20  011  (Sunshine  House,  Southport) 


£4,542  6 10 


It  is  surprising  how  regularly  the  Institute  has  benefited,  for  many  years  notv, 
from  the  sympathy  which  is  not  termmated  by  death.  There  is  immortality  in 
human  kindness,  and  to-day  blind  people  are  helped  to  pass  useful  and  happy  lives 
by  people  whose  lives  have  ended  long  ago.  In  times  of  financial  stress,  the  very 
unexpectedness  of  a legacy  adds  to  its  value,  and  in  expressing  our  gratitude  to 
the  benefactors  who  are  no  longer  with  us,  we  venture  to  hope  that  their  example 
wiU  be  followed  by  those  who  recognise  that  the  work  of  the  Institute  is  not  work 
forja  single  generation  but  has  its  springs  in  the  past  and  its  fullness  in  the  future. 


The  future  depends,  however,  on  the  present,  and  although  deeply  thankful 
for  the  help  we  have  received  during  the  past  year,  we  feel  it  is  our  duty  to  emphasise 
the  gravity  of  the  present  position.  We  have  successfully  weathered  rough  seas, 
but  we  fear  that  there  are  rougher  seas  ahead,  and  we  earnestly  beg  all  our  present 
supporters  to  continue  to  help  us.  It  has  frequently  been  remarked  that  although 
poverty  can  be  relieved  and  sickness  cured,  there  is  no  end  to  blindness.  The  blind 
are  always  blind,  and  however  much  blind  people  may  progress  the  handicap  of 
sightlessness  will  always  require  some  form  of  assistance. 


We  have  pointed  out  in  previous  Reports  that  one  of  the  most  valuable  forms  of 
- help  is  the  annual  subscription,  and  we  hope  that  everyone  who  has  sent  a donation 
to  the  Institute  during  the  past  year  will  become  an  annual  subscriber  this  year. 
We  also  hope  that  all  regular  subscribers  will  become  subscribers  of  covenanted 
subscriptions. 


ro 


How  to 
Increase 
Annual  Sub- 
scriptions 
without 
Cost. 


Insurance 

Policies. 


National 
Council  of 
Social 
Service. 


More 

Personal 

Service 

Needed. 


Developments 
During  the 
Year. 


Apparently  it  has  not  yet  been  fully  realised  that  by  signing  a Covenant  agreeing 
to  pay  a subscription  for  seven  years,  subscribers  can  consitlerably  increase  the  value 
of  their  subscriptions  to  the  Institute  without  additional  cost  to  themselves.  Such 
an  agreement  enables  the  Institute  to  reclaim  from  the  Inland  Revenue  Authorities 
the  amount  already  paid  in  Income  Tax  by  the  subscriber  on  the  amount  of  the 
subscription.  Let  us  take  an  example;  A subscriber  who  sends  £1  per  annum  to 
the  Institute  has  to  pay  4s.  6d.,  as  Income  Tax  on  that  £1,  to  the  Inland  Revenue 
Authorities.  But  by  signing  a seven  years’  Covenant  he  enables  the  Institute  to 
reclaim  the  Income  Tax  on  his  contribution.  In  other  words,  the  Covenant  enables 
him  to  give  something  like  twenty-five  shillings’  worth  of  benefit  to  the  blind  for 
the  £l  which  he  contributes.  This  is  so  obviously  to  the  advantage  of  both  the 
blind  and  the  subscriber  that  we  hope  that  all  our  annual  subscribers  wLU  sign  the 
covenanted  subscription  form  inserted  in  this  Report  (pink  form.  No.  3).  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  death  of  a subscriber  automatically  terminates  the  Covenant. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  send  full  particulars  of  covenanted  subscriptions  to  our 
readers  if  they  will  kindly  apply  for  them. 

A rather  novel  method  of  providing  a legacy  to  the  Institute  is  to  take  out  an 
Insurance  Policy  in  favour  of  the  Institute  for  a capital  smn  payable  at  the  death  of 
the  donor  ; in  most  cases  this  would  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  donor’s  liability 
for  Income  Tax.  Full  particulars  of  the  necessary  procedure  will  also  be  sent  on 
application. 

We  also  again  point  out  the  usefulness  to  subscribers  of  the  National  Council 
of  Social  Service,  26,  Bedford  Square,  W.C.l,  which  undertakes  to  distribute  sub- 
scriptions to  any  list  of  Societies  selected  by  the  subscriber  and  to  recover  Income 
Tax  on  the  subscriptions  given.  We  venture  to  hope  that  present  subscribers  to 
the  National  Council  will  include  the  Institute  on  their  list. 

We  shall  be  very  grateful  to  receive  further  offers  of  personal  service  in  connection 
with  the  organisation  of  functions  and  entertainments  in  aid  of  the  Institute’s  funds. 
Many  people  modestly  imagine  that  the  financial  results  of  their  own  efforts  in  these 
directions  may  be  too  small  to  be  useful,  but  we  can  assure  them  that  this  is  not  so  ; 
the  smallest  sum  is  welcome,  and  we  ask  every  one  who  is  willing  to  help,  to  get  into 
touch  with  our  Headquarters  or  with  one  of  our  Branch  Secretaries,  whose  names 
and  addresses  are  given  on  page  3.  The  Institute’s  officials  will  do  all  they  possibly 
can  to  assist  every  individual  effort. 

UNIFICATION  OF  COLLECTIONS. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  work  for  the  blind  throughout  the  covmtry  has  consider- 
ably benefited  during  the  past  year  from  the  Scheme,  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  adopted  by  us  in  1925,  for  the  Unification  of  Collections.  The 
Scheme  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  approximately  three-quarters  of  England 
and  Wales  is  now  covered  by  agreements  eliminating  competition  in  collections. 
The  agreements  are  between  the  National  Institute  and  the  National  Library  for 
the  Blind  on  the  one  part  and  Local  Agencies  for  the  Blind  on  the  other  part.  Collecting 
agreements  have  been  made  with  88  Societies  (see  list  on  pages  79-80),  including 
Societies  in  the  Metropolitan  area  who  are  parties  to  the  Greater  London  Fund  for 
the  Blind,  a central  Fund  initiated  by  the  Institute  in  1920. 

During  the  year  two  new  areas,  Stockport  and  Preston,  have  come  into  the 
Unification  Scheme.  The  agreement  with  the  Bradford  Royal  Institution  for  the 
Blind  has  been  terminated,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  municipality  has  now  taken 
over  the  responsibility  for  all  services  to  the  blind  in  the  Bradford  area,  while  the 
incorporation  of  the  Cardiff  Institution  for  the  Blind  and  the  Newport  and  Monmouth- 
shire Blind  Aid  Society  in  the  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Coimties  Association 
has  led  to  one  agreement  with  the  latter  Association  insteail  of  three  separate  agree- 
ments with  the  three  organisations. 
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Happy 
Results  of 
Unification. 


The  Year’s 
Allocations 
and  Grants. 


As  an  example  of  the  satisfactory  working  of  the  Unification  Scheme  wc  quote  the 
following  extract  from  a report  received  from  the  South-Western  Area  : 

" The  happy  relationship  existing  between  the  National  Institute  and  the 
County  Associations  for  the  BUnd  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  Somerset  and  Dorset,  together 
with  the  Institutions  of  Exeter  and  Plymouth,  has  been  well  maintained.  For  nearly 
three  years  the  South-Western  Counties  Collecting  Committee,  comprising  representa- 
tives from  all  these  agencies,  has  functioned  with  growing  satisfaction.  Regular 
quarterly  meetings  are  held  promoting  a better  understanding  of  the  difficulties 
besetting  individual  organisations.  The  financial  arrangements  give  equal  pleasure, 
one  Society  stating  that  ' whereas  a few  years  ago  they  talked  in  shiUings,  they 
jlow  operate  with  pounds.*  The  Committee  is  alive  to  the  value  of  co-operative  effort, 
and  its  members  contribute  their  quota  of  service  to  the  fund-raising  activities. 

Warm  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  National  Institute  s Branch  Secretary 
has  been  expressed  and  placed  on  record.” 

The  allocations  and  grants  made  by  the  Institute  during  the  year  ended  March  31st, 
1931,  amounted  to  ;fl9,803.  Of  these,  the  allocations  under  percentage  agreements 
to  Local  Agencies  in  areas  where  the  Institute  collects  amounted  to  a total  of  18,485, 
and  are  shown  In  detail  in  a table  appended  to  this  Report  (see  page  78).  The  fixed 
and  special  grants  (indicated  in  the  table  by  an  asterisk)  made  by  the  Institute 
irrespective  of  agreements  amounted  to  a total  of  £1,318. 

Amongst  the  latter,  of  special  Interest  are  the  grants  made  to  the  Union  of 
Counties  Associations  for  the  Blind  for  work  relative  to  the  prevention  of  blindness  ; 
to  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  for  the  placement  and  after-care  of  boys  educated 
at  the  College  ; and  to  the  National  Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
to  assist  in  meeting  the  expenses  of  a deputation  sent  by  the  Union  to  examine  the 
conditions  of  blind  musicians  and  pianoforte  tuners  in  France  and  Germany. 

The  allocations  received  by  the  Institute  from  Local  Agencies  in  areas  where  the 
Local  Agencies  collect,  and  from  the  Greater  London  Fund,  amounted  to  a total  of 
£13,969. 

Allocations  made  by  the  Institute  to  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind  as  a party 
to  all  collecting  agreements  amounted  to  £4,078. 


The  British 
“ Wireless 
for  the 
Blind  ” 
Fund. 


The  success  of  the  British  " Wireless  for  the  Blind  ” Fund  is  another  example 
of  what  unification  can  do.  This  Fund  was  initiated  at  Christmas,  1929,  with  the 
object  of  providing  every  bhnd  person  in  Great  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland  with 
a wireless  set.  It  was  estimated  that  20,000  blind  people  were  unequipped  with 
wireless  sets  and  had  no  means  of  obtaining  them.  To  date  the  smn  of  £36,500 
has  been  raised  and  13,000  sets  have  been  distributed  ; and  by  the  time  this  Report 
is  pubUshed  we  hope  that  every  one  of  the  7,000  blind  people  who  are  without  sets, 
as  we  write  these  words,  will  possess  or  be  about  to  possess  them. 

The  success  of  the  Fund,  as  we  have  indicated,  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  presided  over  by  a Committee,  of  which  Captain  Sir  Beachcroft 
Towse,  V.C.,  is  Chairman,  and  Captain  Ian  Fraser,  C.B.E.,  Vice-Chairman,  representing 
aU  Societies  for  the  Blind  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  and  Northern  Ireland. 
That  Committee  has  appealed  for  the  necessary  fimds  only  to  wireless  listeners. 
No  widespread  appeals  have  been  made  except  through  the  microphone.  The  wireless 
listener  and  the  wireless  trade  have  subscribed  the  money,  and  the  general  pubhc, 
except  as  listeners,  have  not  been  “ pestered  ” by  “ yet  another  appeal.”  Furthermore, 
the  Committee  has  utilised  to  the  full  the  services  of  the  Coimties  Associations  and 
Local  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  collecting  data  as  to  wireless  requirements  and  in 
distributing  the  sets.  There  has  been  unification  and  co-operation  aU  round,  and 
as  a result,  in  less  than  two  years  the  Fund  will  have  fulfilled  its  object,  not  by  over- 
whelming other  appeals  and  by  being  oblivious  of  other  needs,  but  by  continually 
bearing  in  mind  those  needs  and  always  being  considerate  of  other  appeals. 

W e desire  to  place  on  record  oiu  deep  appreciation  of  the  wholehearted  assistance 
of  Agencies  for  the  Blind  and  the  most  generous  support  of  the  listening  public  afforded 


to  a Fund  which  we  were  instrumental  in  establisliing.  Special  mention  must  be 
made  of  the  invaluable  assistance  of  the  President  of  the  h'und,  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  whose  personal  appeal  at  a dinner,  given  in  the  Spring  by  the 
Clothworkers’  Company,  was  broadcast  throughout  the  country  ; of  the  Right  Hon. 
Winston  Churchill,  whose  broadcast  appeals  on  Christmas  Day,  1929  and  1930, 
secured  a large  proportion  of  the  money  ; and  of  the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation, 
whose  officials  have  devoted  so  much  time  and  energy  to  the  Fund. 


The  Year’s 

Braille 

Production. 


Success  of 

Rotary 

Press. 


All  Kinds 
of  Books 
Published. 


EMBOSSED  BOOKS,  NEWSPAPERS  AND  MAGAZINES. 

(See  Plate  I.) 


The  main  object  of  the  founders  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  the 
parent  body  of  the  National  Institute,  was  the  production  of  literature  and 
music  in  Braille,  the  embossed  type  which  is  read  by  the  lingers  of  the  blind. 
They  began  in  a very  small  way,  but  the  foundations  of  a national  publishing 
house’ for  the  blind  of  this  country  were  wisely  and  surely  laid,  for  to-day  the  National 
Institute  is  the  largest  publishing  house  for  the  blind  in  the  world,  and  the  total  number 
of  its  embossed  publications  is  rapidly  approaching  five  millions. 

The  number  of  books  and  periodicals  published  during  the  year  by  the  Institute 
was  as  follows ; 


Bound  Volumes,  General  Literature  ..  ..  ..  ..  27,136 

Pamphlets  . . . . . . . . . . 15,203 

Magazines  . . . . . . 234,688 

Newspapers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 345,812 

Literature  Plates  stereotyped  (books,  magazines  and  newspapers)  . . . . 22,636 


The  output  for  the  year  is,  on  the  whole,  greater  than  it  has  been  for  many  years. 
Compared  with  the  previous  year’s  figures,  the  most  notable  increase  is  in  the  number 
of  boimd  volumes  produced — 27,136  compared  with  17,257.  This  is  mainly  due 
to  the  installation  of  the  Rotary  Press,  reported  last  year. 

The  Institute’s  Rotary  Press  is  the  latest  type  of  Braille  printing  press  and  can 
print  16,000  pages  per  hour  as  compared  with  the  3,200  pages  per  hour  of  the  Institute’s 
other  presses.  Of  recent  years,  the  number  and  circulation  of  Braille  periodicals 
have  greatly  increased,  and  before  the  installation  of  the  Rotary  Press  the  printing 
of  periodicis  seriously  interfered  with  the  printing  of  books.  The  Rotary  Press, 
by  concentrating  on  the  printing  of  Braille  periodicals  with  large  circulations,  has 
now  freed  the  other  presses  for  the  printing  of  thousands  of  books  for  which  plates 
had  already  been  stereotyped  with  the  Braille  characters,  and  to-day  our  Printing 
Department  is  able  to  meet,  without  delay,  the  normal  demand  for  Braille  literature 
of  all  kinds. 


To  prevent  congestion  in  future,  we  have  authorised  the  purchase  of  another 
Rotary  Press  whenever  there  are  signs  of  undue  pressure  in  the  Printing  Department. 

The  choice  of  works  to  be  published  in  Braille  is  a difficult  task,  as  the  literary 
tastes  of  the  blind  are  as  varied  as  those  of  people  with  sight.  We  have  always 
had  the  great  advantage,  however,  of  the  advice  of  the  distinguished  literary  men 
who  serve  on  our  Literature  Consultative  Committee  (see  page  2),  and  of  the  men 
and  women  with  a special  knowledge  of  the  Blind  World  who  are  co-opted  on  our 
Publications  Sub-Committee  (see  page  2),  and  we  believe  that  the  following  titles, 
selected  from  the  hundreds  of  Braille  books  issued  during  the  year,  show  that  our 
pubUcations  are  not  confined  by  the  limits  established  by  the  personal  tastes  of  a 
few  individuals. 


Religious. 

Boys  and  Girls  Life  of  Christ 
(Paterson-Smy  th) . 

What  Christ  Means  to  Me  (Grenfell), 
Classics. 

Discourses  of  Epictetus. 


Educational. 

The  Human  Geographies, 

Relies  Lettres. 

Autobiography  of  a Super-Tramp 
(Davies). 

Saki’s  Bowl  (Blatchford). 


I 


*3 


New 

Educational 

Books. 


Large 
Demand 
for  Braille 
Editions  of 
the  Bible. 


“ The 
Universe 
Around  Us.’ 


Literary  Criticism. 

Swinburne  (Nicolson). 
Slrakespeare  Criticism. 


Classical  Fiction. 

Sylvia's  Lovers  (Gasketl). 
Old  Mortality  (Scott). 


Humour. 

The  Ba'.i  Ballads  (Gilbert). 

Poetry. 

Hyperion  (Keats). 

History. 

Short  History  of  Western  Civilisa- 
tion (1  lalterslcy). 


Current  Fiction. 

Liniehouse  Nights  (Burke). 

Crusade  (Byrne) . 

The  Return  (de  la  Mare). 

The  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey  (Wilder). 
The  Good  Companions  (Priestley). 
Mr.  Standfa-st  (Buchan). 

The  Arrow  of  Gold  (Conrad). 

The  Forsyte  Saga  (Galsworthy). 


Natural  History. 

Natural  Hi.slory  of  Selborne. 

I'ranslation. 

Honey  Bee  (Anatole  France). 


Thrillers." 

No  Other  Tiger  (Mason). 
Dope  (Sax  Rohmer). 

The  Viaduct  .Murder  (Knox) 


Books  passing  thrttugli  the  press  include  works  by  the  following  ; 


Classic  .-I  uthors. 
Robert  Herrick. 
John  Milton. 

John  Drydeu. 

Jane  Austen. 
George  Eliot. 
.Anthony  Trollope. 
Ale.xandre  Dumas. 


Modern  Authors. 
Charles  WTiibley. 
Edward  Thomas. 
Stanley  Weyraan. 
A.  Conan  Doyle. 
W.  J.  Locke. 
Rupert  Brooke. 
Arnold  Bennett. 


Living  A uthors. 
Stephen  Leacock. 
Raphael  Sabatini. 
Rudvard  Kipling. 
H.  G.  Wells. 

Eden  Phillpotts. 
Joan  Sutherland 
A.  P.  Herbert. 


All  authors,  publishers  and  other  owners  of  copyright,  invariably  grant  us 
permission  to  issue  Braille  editions  free  of  all  copjright  fees. 

We  have  always  considered  the  production  in  Braille  of  the  latest  educational 
books  as  a most  important  feature  of  our  work.  Many  new  educational  works  are 
well  in  hand,  including  a series  of  readers,  beginning  in  uncontracted  Braille,  gradually 
introducing  the  various  Braille  contractions,  and  culminating  in  the  fully  contracted 
Braille  used  in  the  majority  of  the  Institute’s  publications. 


In  our  Report  for  1928-9  we  stated  that  the  new  compact  edition  of  the  authorised 
version  of  the  Bible  had  been  completed  and  that  4,000  separate  volumes  had  been 
printed  and  distributed.  It  is  gratifying  now  to  report  that  since  then  a further  2,680 
volumes  have  been  distributed,  bringing  the  total  number  of  volumes  distributed  to 
6,680.  The  publication  of  an  edition  of  the  revised  version  of  the  Bible  in  the  same 
format  has  been  begun  this  year.  The  final  portions  of  the  Bible  in  Arabic,  which  has 
been  produced  for  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  have  been  finished.  Nearly 
1,200  volumes  of  this  work  were  produced  during  the  year  and  many  reprints  of  various 
portions  have  been  necessary-  points  of  interest,  as  they  prove  the  value  of  issuing 
Braille  editions  of  books  in  foreign  languages  and  encourage  us  to  continue  in  a work 
which  is  gradually  enlightening  the  ignorance  of  the  thousands  of  blind  people  who, 
in  backward  nations,  are  still  in  a mental  darkness  infinitely  more  pitiable  than 
their  physical  darkness. 

Several  publications  of  the  Scripture  Gift  Mission  have  been  produced  for  that 
body  during  the  year,  and  BraiUe  editions  of  many  miscellaneous  devotional  works 
are  in  hand. 


In  this  respect  it  should  be  noted  that  our  policy  is  entirely  non-sectarian  ; we 
endeavour  to  meet  the  religious  needs  of  the  blind  irrespective  of  the  Church  or  sect 
to  which  they  belong. 


“ The  Universe  Around  Us,”  by  Sir  James  Jeans,  that  scientific  " best-seUer,” 
is  being  produced  in  Braille  and  will  be  extensively  illustrated  with  embossed  diagrams. 
The  making  of  the  necessary  drawings  for  these  is  a long,  costly  process,  but  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  expedite  publication. 


Revision  of 
Braille 
Instructional 
Books. 


Revised 
Catalogue 
of  Braille 
Books. 


Embossed 

Periodicals. 


New 

Periodicals. 


Increasing 

Circulation. 


Increasing 
Demand  for 
Braille 
Newspapers. 


The  various  primers  and  instructional  books  in  Braille  have  been  in  course  of 
revision  throughout  the  year  and  will  shortly  be  published.  They  are  in  accordance 
with  the  revision  of  the  rules  of  Braille,  also  made  during  the  year  by  the  Braille 
Uniform  Type  Committee,  on  which  our  own  Braille  experts  serve.  We  have  sought 
to  ensure  the  permanence  of  this  Committee  and  the  continuity  of  its  work  by  offering 
our  help  in  all  possible  ways,  such  as  the  provision  of  secretarial  assistance,  accom- 
modation for  meetings,  etc. 

When  the  Braille  Primer  is  published  we  have  agreed  to  issue  inkprint  and 
Braille  editions  in  South  African  Dutch  for  the  use  of  the  Deaf  and  Blind  Institute, 
Worcester,  Cape  Province. 

We  issue  each  quarter  a Supplementary  Catalogue  in  inkprint  containing  details 
of  all  new  literary  and  musical  publications  in  Braille  and  Moon  types  and  additions 
to  the  three  Students’  Libraries — Literature,  Music  and  Massage  (see  list  of  catalogues 
on  page  20).  These  details  are  also  printed  in  Braille  in  a free  monthly  Supplement 
to  aU  our  Braille  periodicals,  and  appear  every  month  in  our  inkprint  periodical 
“ The  New  Beacon."  But  in  view  of  the  great  number  of  new  publications  we 
considered  that  it  was  necessary  to  issue  a revised  edition  of  the  complete  Catalogue, 
not  only  in  letterpress  but  also  in  Braille.  The  work  of  revision  has  involved  a 
considerable  amount  of  labour,  and  to  make  the  Catalogue  of  real  value  to  the  blind 
reader  brief  descriptions  of  each  work  have  been  included.  We  hope  that  by  the 
time  this  Report  appears  in  print  the  new  letterpress  Catalogue  will  be  available 
and  that  the  Braille  edition  of  it  wiU  be  well  on  the  way  towards  completion.  The 
latter  will  be  an  expensive  production  but  we  hope  to  issue  it  at  a merely  nominal 
charge. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  during  the  j^ear  we  published 
for  the  New  York  State  Library  a Braille  edition  of  the  complete  catalogue  of  books 
in  British  Grade  II.  Braille  contained  in  that  Library. 

The  total  number  of  periodicals  published  in  embossed  type  by  the  Institute 
is  20.  Of  these  11  are  issued  and  published  by  the  Institute,  two  are  published  by 
the  Institute  in  conjunction  with  other  bodies,  and  seven  are  published  by  the  Institute 
for  other  bodies  (see  list  of  periodicals  on  page  17). 

We  have  undertaken  the  publication  of  two  new  periodicals  during  the  year  : 
" The  BraiUe  Raiiibow,"  a quarterly  magazine  for  the  Deaf-Blind,  published  jointly 
by  the  Institute  and  the  National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers’  League  ; and  ‘‘  The  Royal 
Normal  College  Old  Students’  Guild  Bulletin,"  published  three  times  a year  for  the 
Guild  by  the  Institute. 

It  is  most  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  circulation  of  all  our  own  publications 
has  risen  during  the  year  and,  to  judge  from  the  hundreds  of  appreciative  letters 
received,  their  value  and  interest  to  readers  has  been  steadily  maintained.  The 
rapid  success  of  the  Braille  edition  of  “ Punch  ’’  and  of  “ The  Venture,"  a magazine 
for  blind  Boy  Scouts  and  Girl  Guides,  which  has  recently  been  increased  in  size, 
has  been  remarkable,  while  the  " Braille  Radio  Times  ” is  becommg  more  and  more 
a necessity  to  every  blind  person  possessing  a wireless  set.  We  have  already  authorised 
an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  “ BraiUe  Radio  Times  " so  that  more  detailed  programmes 
can  be  given  and  articles  of  interest  to  blind  listeners  included,  and  we  hope  that  it 
will  not  be  long  before  the  paper  is  issued  in  its  new  form. 

We  have  also  considered  the  enlargement  of  the  " Braille  Mail  ” or  alternatively 
its  issue  twice  instead  of  once  a week  as  at  present.  It  has  been  a surprise  to  us  that 
the  demand  for  the  " Braille  Mail  ’’  has  steadily  increased,  as  we  rather  feared  .that 
the  dissemination  of  news  by  wireless  would  gradually  reduce  the  demand  for  the  Braille 
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Appreciations 
of  Periodicals 


newspaper  in  which  only  a summary  of  news  is  possible.  There  is  evidently,  however 
rS  and  growing  demand  for  newspapers  in  Braille,  and  a large  number  of  peo^e 
woufd  like?o  see  an  independent  daily  newspaper  published  m BraiUe.  Many  diffi- 
rulties  however,  would  have  to  be  overcome  to  render  this  possible.  Foi  instance 
rSaiile  daily  paper  would  necessitate  constant  night  work  and  the  employment  of 
a St  staff  r Lpatch  would  have  to  be  made  by  v^s  to  all  parts  of  the  country 
or  hy  special  railW  and  postal  arrangements  , and  to  warrant  pubhcation,  the 
drculatiL  would  need  to  be  larger  than  that  of  any  BraiUe  penodical  pubhshed  to-day. 

Notwithstanding,  or  perhaps  because  of  these  difficulties,  we  venture  to  suggest 
that  the  project  forms  a magnificent  opportunity  for  a phil^thropist  who  is  seeking 
a unique  method  of  benefiting  thousands  of  blind  people  for  years  to  come. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  letters  of  appreciation  which  we  have  received 
from  readers  of  our  periodicals  illustrate  the  warmth  of  the  interest  of  the  blind  in 
the  efforts  which  we  make  to  provide  them  with  good  literary  fare  : 


■'  Tke  very  best." 

" It  is  mv  good  fortune  to  have  at  hand  a number  of  periodicals  which  arrive 
at  my  door  month  by  month,  but  it  is  simple  justice  to  say  that  those  which  are 
issued  from  the  presses  of  the  National  Institute  are  of  the  ye^  be^not  only 
as  to  material  but  as  to  make-up  and  expert  consideration  of  the  needs  of  those 
they  seek  to  serve.  There  are  those  equally  desirous  to  serve  but  evidently  tes 
expert  both  in  the  choice  of  material  and  in  the  manner  of  its  presentation.  Permit 
me  to  voice  my  hearty  approval  and  grateful  thanks.’’ 

It  gives  me  my  sight." 

" Every  time  I read  ‘ Progress  ’ it  gives  me  my  sight." 

■'  Deepest  thanks." 

" I wish  to  express  my  deepest  thanks  for  ' Channels  of  Blessing, 
very  much  enjoy  reading  ' Punch.’  ’’ 

" Helpful  and  interesting." 

" I enjoy  ’ The  Venture  ' ever  so  much.  Its  contents  are  helpful  and 
interesting.” 


I also 


" Sources  of  pleasure  and  delight." 

" You  are  able  through  the  ' Literary  Journal  ’ to  bring  us  into  contact 
with  many  and  various  kinds  of  literature,  and  these  are  helpful  sources  of  pleasure 
and  delight." 

" A tribute  to  tJis  intelligence  and  intellect  of  the  blind. 

" I have  always  admired  the  high  standard  of  workmanship  and  contents 
displayed  in  your  magazines.  You  are  turning  out  a splendid  piece  of 
your  magazines  and  books  are  a tribute  to  the  intelligence  and  intellect  of  the  ohna. 


" I am  happy  though  blind  to  see  pictures  ” 

" I should  like  to  tell  you  how  extreme  is  my  enjoyment  of  ‘ Punch, 
month  as  the  date  of  publication  approaches  I count  the  days  before  its  probable 
delivery.  The  picture  descriptions  are  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  With  all  my 
heart  I thank  the  good  friend  who  takes  such  pains  in  drawing  these  pictures  to  give 
pleasure  to  the  sightless.  I am  happy  though  blind  to  see  pictures.  As  a laughter- 
provoking  and  wit-sharpening  pubhcation,  ‘ Punch  ’ is  the  best." 


" I get  a lot  of  good.” 

" Old  ' Progress  ' is  the  finest  publication  yet  printed  in  Braille  and  I get  a 
lot  of  good  out  of  the  ‘ Massage  Journal.*  *’ 

" Reader  of  ' School  Magazine  ' — over  70  years  ! ” 

" I found  a very  enthusiastic  reader  of  the  * School  Magazine ' in  this  town.  I le 
is  now  over  70  3'ears  ! So  enthusiastic  was  he  that  T have  made  a note  to  secure 
copies  for  the  School  library." 

" He  has  done  a great  thing  for  us” 

" I have  not  enquired  who  originated  the  suggestion  that  ‘ Punch  ’ should 
be  put  into  Braille,  but  I feel  that  that  person  has  earned  the  gratitude  of  a large 
section  of  the  blind  of  England,  He  has  done  a great  thing  for  us.  Also  I cannot 
help  admiring  the  descriptive  skill  of  the  artist  who  writes  the  pictures  and  cartoons. 
Though  well  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  the  task,  I think  it  is  admirably,  sometimes 
daringly,  done.*’ 

[Continued  on  page  21. 
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EMBOSSED  PERIODICALS  PUBLISHED  BY  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE 


Title. 

1)..\TE  OF  Publication. 

Description  of  Contents. 

1.  liRAILLB. 

(fO  Edited  and  publish 

ed  bv  Ihe  Institute, 

Braille  Mail 

Ti'iday 

The  week's  news  arranged  in  sections — home,  foreign, 
sports,  etc.' — and  selected  " leaders." 

Hraillc  Kaclio  Times 

I*rida\’ 

R6sum6  of  all  programmes  broadcast  from  B.B.C. 
stations  with  technical  and  general  supplements. 

Proi^rcss 

Monthly,  1st 

Popular  magazine,  general  articles,  fiction,  matters  of 
the  moment,  prize  competitions,  correspondence, 
chess,  home  supplement. 

Literary  Journal 

Monthly,  10th 

Literary,  scientific,  artistic  and  political  review. 

Braille  Musical  Magazine 

Monthly,  2(lth 

Deals  with  all  matters  of  interest  to  blind  musicians 

and  tuners. 

Scliool  Magazine 

Monthly,  loth 

Reading  matter  for  schools.  Instructiye  and  amusing. 
Competitions.  Supplement  " Comrades  ” in  Grade  I 
Braille.  No  issue  in  .August  each  year. 

Massage  Journal 

IMonthly,  Kith 

Devoted  to  professional  interests  of  chartered  masseurs 
and  masseuses. 

Puncli 

-Monthly,  .nth 

Selections  from  each  weekly  issue  of  " Punch."  des- 

criptions  of  cartoons  and  pictures. 

Channels  of  Blessing 

Bi-montlil}’  from  Feb. 

Devotional  magazine.  Supplement  for  Sunday  School 
Teachers. 

(6)  Published  bv  the  Inst 

itufe  in  conjunction  with  oihe 

r Bodies. 

The  Braille  Rainbow 

Quarterly  from  June 

Official  Organ  of  the  National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers’ 
League. 

The  Venture 

Monthly,  loth 

Notes  and  articles  of  interest  to  Boy  Scouts  and 

Girl  Guides. 

(c)  Published  by  the  Ins 

titute  for  other  Bodies. 

Weekly  Summary 

Wednesday 

Short  summary  of  the  world’s  news. 

l^raille  Packet 

Monthly,  20th 

General  articles,  chiefly  political. 

The  T.iglit  Bringer 

Quarterly  from  March 

Theosophical  magazine. 

The  Seeker 

Quarterly  from  January 

Christian  Mysticism  and  Comparative  Religion. 

The  Tribune 

Monthly,  2.5th 

General  and  Official  Organ  of  the  National  Union  of  the 
Professional  and  Industrial  Blind. 

Royal  Normal  College  Old 

Students’  Guild  Bulletin. 

Three  times  a year 

2.  MOON. 

{a)  Edited  and  Publishe 

d bv  the  Institute. 

A resume  of  the  world's  news  under  Countries,  with 

Moon  Newspaper 

\\’ednesdav 

American  Supplement.  News  of  the  Blind  World. 

Moon  Magazine 

Monthly,  1st 

Short  articles,  light  fiction,  humour. 

(b)  Published  bv  the  Itis 

titute  for  other  Bodies. 

The  Lutheran  Herald 

Quarterly 

Lutheran  devotional  magazine. 

3.  INKPRINT. 

Edited  a}id  Published 

bv  the  Institute. 

Deals  with  all  subjects  relative  to  the  welfare  of  the 
blind. 

The  New  Beacon 

Monthly,  loth 
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inn  IE  iPiPEDiJCincN  cr  ieikaViiilile 


This  type  of  press  is  used  for  printing 
the  pages  of  Braille  books.  The  paper 
is  inserted  between  the  metal  plates. 


The  Braille  characters  are 
embossed  on  both  sides  of 
each  page,  the  dots  on  one 
side  falling  between  the 
dots  on  the  other  side. 


When  each  plate 
has  been  proof- 
read by  the  blind, 
as  many  copies  as 
are  desired  are 
printed  from  the 
metal  sheets  on 
special  presses. 


The  basis  of  Braille. 


Tbe  Rotary  press 
is  used  for  printing 
magazines  and 
newspapers  with 
large  circulations. 
The  paper  passes 
between  two  cylin- 
ders around  which 
the  metal  plates 
are  folded. 


Each  book  is  dic- 
tated by  a sighted 
reader  to  a biind 
stereotyper,  who 
transcribes  the 
words  into  Braille 
characters  on 
metal  sheets. 


i8 


IB  COBS  AN  O 


Braille  Music  is  produced  in  the  same  way. 


fAiMANp  n} 


Periodicals  are  stitched  by  a machine, 
but  books  are  bound  in  paper  or  cloth 
covers.  The  blind  also  assist  in  binding. 


Braille  books  published  by  the  Institute 
circulate  all  over  the  world.  The  map 
shows  some  of  the  centres  to  which  they 
are  despatched  from  the  Headquarters  of 
the  Institute  in  London.  They  are  sold 
throughout  the  Kmpire  at  one-third  the 
cost  of  pro<iuction.  while  the  blind  in 
foreign  countries  are  charged  cost 
price  only.  Many  Braille  books  and 
periodicals  are  presented  free  to  the  blind. 


When  all  the  pages  of  a book  or  periodical  have 
been  printed,  the  pages  are  collected  together 
and  collated.  The  blind  assist  in  this  work. 


IP  IE  K II  € ID  II  CALS 


The  average  novel  fills  four  large  volumes  of  Braille, 
measuring  14"  by  11"  by  2.^".  In  the  above  photo- 
graph, the  Braille  characters  in  the  two  large 
pages  represent  the  print  enclosed  in  black  lines. 
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CATALOGUES  PUBLISHED  BY  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITU  i E. 


BRAILLE  BOOKS. 


INKPRINT  ANl)  BRAILLE. 


Catalogue  giving 


all  Braille  publications,  witli  brief  descriptions  of  each  work.  L'rcc. 

{Tilt'  Brailli’  edition  is  now  being  prepared,  and  a nominal  charge  will  be  made). 


Fiction.  h'rce. 

Educational  liooks.  Free. 


INKPRI.NT. 
In  Sections  : 


.Miscellaneous  Books.  I'rcc. 
Religious  Books.  Free. 


BRAILLE  MUSIC. 

INKPRINT. 

Catalogue  giving  all  Braille  Music.  Free. 

BRAILLE. 

Ill  Sections  : 

Church  Section  (2  Barts)  : 

Part  1 ; Services,  Kyries,  Mynin  Books,  Psalters,  t.iratorios  and  Cantata,s.  0,1.  (.Vo  Di.scount). 
Part  2 : Anthems.  (id.  (No  Discount). 

Organ,  flarmonium  and  String  Section.  8d.  (No  Di.scount). 

Piano  Section.  8d.  (No  Discount). 

Dance  .Music,  Theoretical  Works,  Music  Literature,  F.xamination  Papers  and  .Appliances.  8.1.  (.Vo  Discount). 
Vocal  Section  (Two  Parts)  : — 

Part  1 : Songs,  Sacred  and  Secular.  8d.  (No  Discount). 

Part  2 : School  Songs,  Two-Part,  Three-Part,  and  F'our-Part  Song.s,  .National  .Anthems  and  Cantatas. 
8d.  (No  Discount). 


STUDENTS’  LIBRARY. 

INKPRINT  AND  BRAILLE. 

Catalogue  of  Braille  Books  in  the  Students'  Library.  Inkprint  F'ree.  Braille  fld.,  post  free. 


MASSAGE. 

INKPRINT  AND  BRAILLE. 

Catalogue  of  Braille  Book.s  in  the  Jlassage  Library.  Inkprint  Free.  Braille  (i.L,  post  free. 


APPARATUS  AND  APPLIANCES. 

INKPRINT. 

Catalogue  giving  details  of  .Apparatus  and  .Appliances.  (Illustrated).  Price  4d. 


MOON  BOOKS. 

INKPRINT. 

Catalogue  giving  all  book  publications.  Free. 

MOON  TYPE. 

Catalogue  giving  all  book  publications.  Residents  in  the  British  Empire,  0.1.  per  copy,  post  free  to  addresses  in 
Great  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland.  Foreign  Readers,  Is.  7d. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  C.YTALOGUES. 

INKPRINT. 

Giving  Braille  books.  Moon  books,  Mii.sic,  Apparatus,  .Massage  Librarv,  Students'  Library,  Music  Students'  Library. 
Issued  each  quarter.  Free.  ' 


ANNOUNCEMENT  SUPPLEMENTS. 

BRAILLE. 


Giving  same  details  a.s  in  Supplementary-  Catalogues  together  with  additions  to  the  National  Librarv 
Issued  each  month,  free,  with  all  Braille  periodicals  published  bv  tlie  Institute. 


lor  t.ie  isiiiui. 


Included  each  month  in  " The  Now  Beacon." 


INKPRINT. 


HOME  INDUSTRIES  DEPARTMENT. 

INKPRINT. 

Price  List  of  Hou.schold  and  Other  Goods  niaile  bv  the  Blind.  Free. 
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Literary 
Competition 
for  the  Blind. 


Publication 
of  Books  in 
Moon  Type. 


The  Year’s 
Moon 

Production. 


Need  for 

Increased 

Orders. 


Recent 

Publications. 


New  Moon 

Instructional 

Books. 


To  many  of  our  magazines,  especially  “ Progress,”  the  blind  contribute  themselves, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  an  announcement  was  made  of  a Literary  Competition 
we  had  decided  to  run  with  a view  to  the  encouragement  of  literary  ability  amongst 
the  blind.  The  competitors  were  divided  into  two  Classes  -Class  A,  adults  over  18  ; 
Class  B,  juveniles  under  18,  and  we  offered  prizes  amounting  to  £4.5  to  the  senders 
in  each  Class  of  (1)  the  best  lyric,  (2)  the  best  essay,  (3)  the  best  review  of  a book 
from  three  selected  titles.  Mr.  Frank  Whitaker.  Acting  Editor  of  “ John  OT.X)ndon’s 
Weekly,”  kindly  consented  to  act  as  judge.  The  competition  closed  on  June  30th. 
Many  entries  have  been  received  to  date,  but  we  shall  reserve  our  comments  on  the 
results  until  next  year's  Report. 

The  Moon  Society,  which  is  a branch  of  the  National  Institute,  is  the  only  producer 
of  books  in  Moon  type  in  the  world.  Moon  type  is  a simple  embossed  variation  of 
Roman  type.  It  occupies  more  space  than  Braille,  but  it  is  easily  learned  by  those 
who  lose  their  sight  in  old  age  and  who  find  it  difficult  to  acquire  a knowledge  of  the 
nrore  intricate  Braille  system. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  production  of  the  Moon  Society  was  as 
follows : 


Bound  Volumes  (general  literature) 
Pamphlets,  alphabets,  etc. 
Magazines  . . 

Newspapers  and  Supplements 
Pages  of  type  set  . . 


6,762 

25,156 

5,030 

34,759 

9,409 


The  output  of  previous  years  has  been  maintained. 

We  have  continued  the  policy  of  printing  limited  editions  of  new  publications, 
particularly  of  fiction,  which  was  introduced  six  years  ago  in  order  to  effect  a saving 
of  25  per  cent,  in  the  production  cost.  It  is  receiving  the  steady  support  of  all  the 
libraries  for  the  blind  at  home,  in  the  Colonies,  and  in  America.  Many  of  the  libraries 
are  very  keen  to  receive  their  copies  immediately  they  are  published,  as  readers 
are  always  eagerly  awaiting  new  books.  The  small  size  of  the  editions  of  new 
publications — averaging  less  than  fifty  copies — must  be  inadequate  to  supply  the 
demands  of  the  many  thousands  of  English-speaking  Moon  readers  throughout  the 
world,  and  we  earnestly  appeal  to  the  hbraries  to  increase  their  orders,  as  by  so 
the  high  production  cost  would  be  reduced,  and  further  concessions  in  prices  could 
be  allowed. 


The  10th  and  11th  Series  of  Moon  Limited  Editions  included  the  following 
books : 

The  House  that  Whispered  (Emery).  5 vols. 

The  Courtship  of  Morrice  Buckler  (Mason).  6 vols. 

Vice  Versa  (Anstey).  7 vols. 

The  Road  to  Avalon  (Dawson).  6 vols. 

Penny  Plain  (Douglcis).  6 vols. 

Freckles  (Porter).  6 vols. 

The  Broken  Halo  (Barclay).  7 vols. 

The  Hundred  Days  (Pemberton).  5 vols. 

Jane  Eyre  (Bronte).  12  vols. 

Madame  Luxuron  (Kennedy).  3 vols.  r 
The  House  of  Dreams  Come  True  (Pedler).  7 vols. 

Fairy  Gold  (Mackenzie).  12  vols. 

Under  the  White  Cockade  (SutcUfie).  4 vols. 

Another  Part  of  the  Wood  (Mackail).  6 vols, 

A number  of  short  stories  in  small  volumes  have  also  been  issued. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year  to  the  improvement  of  Moon 
instructional  books. 

" Moon  Made  Easy  ” will  be  invaluable  to  those  interested  the  Moon 

System.  It  has  been  prepared  by  a very  experienced  teacher.  Miss  Hilda  Bradtieia, 


Catalogue 
of  Moon 
Books. 


Periodicals 
in  Moon 
Type. 


Discounts 
Allowed  on 
Embossed 
Books. 


the  winner  of  numerous  prizes,  and  is  approved  by  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the 
Blind  It  will  meet  a long-felt  want  among  home  teachers  for  a set  of  graduated 
lessons  The  publication  consists  of  an  inkprint  leaflet  of  Suggestions  to  Teachers, 
a folded  Alphabet  Card  with  contractions,  numerals,  etc.,  a smaU  Finger  Exercise 
Card  a set  of  ten  separate  sheets  of  Graduated  Exercises,  and  a XVide  Line  Reader 
The  set  is  contained  in  a stout  envelope  measuring  12  ins.  by  9 ins.,  and  is  issued 
at  the  specially  reduced  price  of  one  shilling  per  copy  to  any  purchaser  throughout 
the  world. 

A lesson  book  in  Giant  Moon  Type,  consisting  of  some  of  the  exercises  from 
“ Moon  Made  Easy,”  and  a set  of  Moon  letter  blocks.  Giant  size,  comprising  24 
characters  and  numerals,  have  also  been  published. 

The  Moon  Catalogue  contains  a large  variety  of  works  of  biography,  devotion, 
essays,  fiction,  history,  etc.  There  is  an  embossed  edition  of  the  Moon  Catalogue 
and  supplementary  lists  of  additions  are  distributed  with  the  Moon  periodicals,  so 
that  readers  are  able  to  acquaint  themselves  at  first  hand  with  all  the  latest  titles. 

The  circulations  of  the  ” Moon  Magazine  ” and  the  " Moon  Newspaper  ” arc 
increasing.  “ News  of  the  Blind  World  ” Supplements  are  occasionally  issued  with 
the  newspaper,  and  we  have  begun  a series  of  quarterly  supplements  to  the  ” Moon 
Magazine  ” of  " Classics  Re-told  as  Short  Stories.”  This  series  is  very  popular 
with  readers,  who  doubtless  read  many  of  these  books  in  days  gone  by.  The  monthly 
issue  of  chapters  from  Dr.  Miller’s  well-known  book  entitled  ” Things  to  Live  For  ” 
has  been  begun.  The  same  author’s  “ Making  the  Most  of  Life  ” has  been  completed 
and  can  be  supplied  bound  in  volumes. 

The  “ Lutheran  Herald  for  the  Blind  ” (quarterly)  is  published  for  the  Board 
of  Missions  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Missouri, 
Ohio,  and  other  States.  The  Editor,  the  Rev.  O.  C.  Schroeder,  who  takes  a keen 
interest  in  the  dissemination  of  Moon  literature  generally,  kindly  supplies  many 
Moon  readers  in  the  British  Isles  with  free  copies  of  the  paper,  and  is  always  most 
happy  to  receive  fresh  applications. 

All  Braille  and  Moon  books  published  by  the  Institute  are  sold  to  the  blind  of 
the  British  Empire  at  one-third  the  actual  cost  of  production.  In  other  words, 
a volume  costing  6s.  to  produce  is  sold  at  2s.  The  discounts  allowed  to  individuals 
are  also  allowed  to  Libraries  for  the  Blind  throughout  the  British  Empire.  The 
blind  in  foreign  countries  are  charged  cost  price  only.  Many  books  are  distributed 
free  of  charge,  and  all  books  are  sent  post  free  to  residents  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Northern  Ireland. 

Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  literature  which  can  be  given  to  a blind  reader  by 
a friend  for  the  modest  sum  of  £1  can  be  gathered  from  the  following  typical  selection  ; 


Utopia  (Sir  Thomas  More) 

The  Blind  in  Industry  (Purse)  . . 

Pelleas  and  Melisande  (MaeterUnck) 

The  Parson’s  Pigs  (Bingley) 

The  Progress  of  Science  (Huxley) 

Wireless  Telegraphy  (Fortescue) 

The  Greatest  Thing  in  the  World  (Drummond) 
The  Life  of  Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage  (Hirst) . . 
Poems  of  the  Great  War  . . 

First  Steps  in  Chess 
Handbook  on  Whist 
Esperanto  Grammar 


Cost  Price. 

Purchase 

Price. 

18/- 

6/- 

9/- 

3/- 

5/6 

1/10 

1/3 

6d. 

6/- 

2/- 

9/9 

3/3 

2/9 

lid. 

2/- 

8d. 

1/3 

5d, 

1/3 

5d. 

2/- 

8d. 

1/3 

5d. 

£3  for 
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STUDENTS’  LIBRARY  AND  MANUSCRIPT  BRAILLE  BOOKS. 

(See  Plate  II.) 


The  Year’s 
Production 
of  MS. 
Volumes. 


The  higlier  education  of  the  blind  is  one  of  the  most  important  features  of 
the  Institute’s  work,  and  for  many  years  we  have  devoted  sums  of  money 
to  the  payment  of  special  education  and  training  fees.  We  soon  realised, 
however,  that  blind  students  did  not  simply  need  money  ; of  equal  importance 
was  their  need  for  books  in  Braille,  for  without  them  their  studies  were  seriously 
handicapped.  Indeed,  at  the  present  time  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  there  ever 
was  a time  when  students,  studying  from  books,  had  to  rely  solely  on  the  services 
of  a reader.  There  are  now  about  7,000  volumes  in  our  Students’  Library,  and  in 
some  cases  a blind  student  may  borrow  from  the  Library  as  many  as  200  volumes 
at  a time  and  retain  them  for  many  months.  To  a large  extent,  therefore,  a blind 
student  may  now  dispense  with  the  services  of  a paid  reader.  He  has  only  to  ask 
for  a Braille  copy  of  the  special  work  he  requires  ; if  it  is  in  the  Library,  it  is  lent  to 
him  ; if  it  is  not,  a Braille  transcription  is  at  once  put  in  hand,  and  despatched  to 
him  as  soon  as  it  is  ready.  In  this  way  our  Students’  Library  has  been  formed. 


During  the  year  the  production  of  Braille  manuscript  volumes  by  voluntary 
Braille  writers  and  the  circulation  of  the  books  to  students  have  both  steadily  increased. 
860  volumes  have  been  produced,  an  increase  of  88  on  the  previous  year.  The 
following  list  of  some  of  the  new  volumes  gives  a good  idea  of  the  difficult  nature 
of  much  of  the  work  undertaken  : 


Economics  of  Everyday  Eife  (Penson). 
Historical  English  Grammar  (Wright). 
History  of  the  English  Courts  (Carter). 
Principles  of  Mercantile  Law 
(Charles  worth). 

Conflict  of  Laws  (Dicey). 

Stocks  and  Shares  (Withers). 

Charters  (Stubbs). 

Pro  Milone  (Cicero). 

Letters  (Pliny). 

Siecle  de  Louis  XIV  (Voltaire). 
Souvenirs  d’Enfance  (Renan). 

The  Mysterious  Universe  (Jeans). 
Principles  of  Physiology  (McKendrick). 


Confessions  of  St.  Augustine. 

The  Books  of  the  Apocrypha  (Oesterley). 
Anthropology  (Kroeber). 

Biology  by  Discovery  (Green  and  Potter). 
Henry  VIH  (Hackett). 

Oxford  Book  of  German  Verse. 

The  Apple-Cart  (Bernard  Shaw). 

Blenheim  (England  Under  Queen  Anne) 
(Trevelyan). 

Ecclesiastical  History  (The  Venerable  Bede) . 
Shakespeare’s  England  (Raleigh). 

Byron  (Maurois). 

History  of  Labour  (Stone). 

History  of  the  Modem  Church  (Wand). 


One  of  the  most  difficult  sections  of  the  Library  is  the  Law  section,  as  legal  works 
are  very  large  and  take  many  months  to  transcribe.  Sometimes,  before  the  BraiUe 
copy  is  ready,  an  enactment  of  Parliament  will  make  the  edition  being  copied  out- 
of-date  and  a revised  edition  has  to  be  put  in  hand  ; this  especially  applies  to  books 
on  the  laws  concerning  real  property.  Yet  this  section  is  perhaps  the  most  widely 
used  in  the  Library,  for  not  only  do  blind  students  require  the  books  for  examinations, 
but  qualified  blind  lawyers  borrow  them  continually  in  order  to  keep  up-to-date  in 
their  profession. 


Circulation. 


Voluntary 

Writers. 


During  the  year  3,059  volumes  from  the  Library  were  lent  to  students,  compared 
with  2,868  volumes  lent  during  the  previous  year.  On  very  rare  occasions  we  have 
sent  books  to  students  in  the  Colonies  and  the  United  States  of  America,  but  only 
when  we  have  known  that  the  particular  books  requested  were  not  wanted  by  our 
own  students.  At  the  moment  we  do  not  propose  to  internationalise  the  Library, 
because  only  one  copy  of  each  work  is  available.  We  hope,  however,  that  later  on, 
when  the  new  “ Pyke  ” Duplicator  (see  page  30)  is  producing  regularly  six  copies  of 
standard  works  in  Braille,  it  may  be  possible  to  extend  the  facilities  of  the  Library, 
in  some  small  degree,  to  blind  students  overseas. 

We  now  have  on  our  register  the  names  of  nearly  200  volunteers  who  not  only 
give  their  services  as  Braille  writers  but  generally  provide  the  special  paper  on  which 
the  Braille  transcriptions  are  made,  and  in  some  cases  pay  for  the  binding  of  the 
books.  Their  work  consequently  involves  much  expense  as  well  as  labour. 


I 
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Training 
of  Braille 
Writers. 


Voluntary 

Readers. 


The  Value  of 
the  Library. 


Were  it  not  for  the  help  of  thi.s  devoted  band  of  volunteers  the  Library,  in  its 

leh“  em  cL  Vere  Brooke  came  next  witli  30  volumes,  and  Mrs.  Jackson 

ll^ird^Wth  26  volumes  to  her  credit.  Many  other  volunteers  have  transcribed 
between  10  and  20  volumes. 

ATr  H.  Malim  and  Mr.  A.  A.  Kennedy  carry  on  unceasingly  their  specialised 
work  of  making  Braille  diagrams,  embossed  maps.  etc.,  and  arc  kept  very  busy  wit  i 
the  many  technical  books  which  have  to  be  transcribed.  Mi.ss  Amswoi  th  and  ^-olone 
E.  '1'.  Wright  have  given  valuable  assistance  in  the  revision  of  the  Braille  instructiona 
book.s— an  imiiortant  work  completed  by  the  Department  din  ing  the  year. 

During  the  year.  77  candidates  sat  for  the  Institute’s  proficiency  test  in  Braille, 
but  only  36  were  successful.  As  the  books  we  put  into  the  Library  are  ge^^erally 
difficult  to  transcribe  into  Braille,  it  is  most  necessary  to  maintain  a high  standard 
of  accuracy. 

The  training  of  Braille  writers  is  generously  undertaken  by  Colonel  W.  P.  Saunders, 
who  has  trained  practically  all  the  volunteers  attached  to  the  Library.  Personal 
lessons  are  very  kindly  given  by  Colonel  W.  Elliott,  C.B.,  who  has  also  trained  many 
people  threatened  with  loss  of  sight  to  read  with  their  fingers. 

Magazine  and  newspaper  articles  required  in  Braille  for  the  reading-rooms  of 
Schools  and  Institutions  for  the  Blind  provide  beginners  with  the  practice  required 
before  embarking  on  a long  book. 


Volunteers  are  also  engaged  in  the  proof-reading  of  Braille  manusenpts.  For 
many  years  we  have  employed  six  blind  proof-readers  to  check,  word  for  word  with 
the  printed  copy,  the  Braille  transcriptions  sent  in  by  the  voluntary  writers.  Each 
blind  proof-reader  requires  a sighted  reader  and  originally  we  employed,  as  m the 
Stereotyping  Department,  a paid  staff  for  this  purpose.  Owing,  however,  to  the 
serious  reduction  in  our  funds  a few  years  ago,  we  were  obliged  to  dispense  with  paid 
readers  and  since  then  volunteers  have  undertaken  the  work. 


We  give  below  some  extracts  from  hundreds  of  appreciative  letters  received 
during  the  year : 


“ A ircivendous  help." 

“ I am  returning  eight  volumes  of  German  you  sent  me.  I cannot  tell  \ou 
how  glad  we  liave  been  lo  have  them  nor  how  much  we  have  enjoyed  them.  The 
Vocabnlarics  are  a tremendous  belp." 


■'  An  immense  boon.” 

“Thank  you  very  much  for  the  four  volumes  comprising  'The  Law  of 
Procedure,'  and  ‘ All  you  need  for  the  Bar  Final,' which  gives  a good  bird's-eye  view 
of  the  field  of  study.  I return  Gibson’s  Conveyancing  in  sixteen  Braille  vols.  ; I 
am  most  grateful  for  the  use  of  these  books  which  have  indeed  been  a great  help. 
Would  yon  be  so  kind  as  to  lend  me  the  ’ Life  of  Reason,'  by  Santayana,  and 
‘ Creative  Kvolution,’  by  Bergson  ? Enclosed  is  a cheque  as  a small  contribution 
to  the  Students’  Library  which  is  such  an  immense  boon.” 

" Your  wonderful  help." 

” I cannot  express  the  great  appreciation  1 feel  for  your  wonderful  help  in 
permitting  me  to  use  the  books.  Will  it  be  possible  for  you  to  send  me  Homer's 
Cdyssey,  Books  1,  2 and  3 ? ” 

''  Able  to  secure  my  B.A.  through  you." 

'■  1 am  returning  ' .Agricola  ' and  ' Germelshausen.'  I am  unable  to 
express  in  words  my  gratitude  to  yon  for  your  kindness.  Next  Spring,  when  I 
graduate  from  ibis  University,  1 shall  remember  that  I have  only  been  able  to 
secure  my  Bachelor's  Degree  of  Arts  through  your  kind  consideration.” 


" Timely  assistance.” 

“ You  will  be  intereiited  to  learn  that  in  the  recent  examination  based  on 
Menzies  ‘ History  of  Religion, ' which  you  so  kindly  loaned  me.  tlie  standing  given 
was  82  per  cent.  I do  not  know  that  I could  have  taken  this  subject  without  your 
co-operation,  for  I had  no  reader  who  was  competent  to  read  the  work.  Please 
accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  timely  assistance  which  you  gave  me.” 

” Opened  up  a wonderful  field.” 

” 1 can  never  express  my  gratitude  sufficiently  to  the  Library,  for  it  has 
opened  up  such  a wonderful  field  of  reading  and  thought  to  me." 


Braille 
Copies  of 
Examination 
Papers. 


Correspond- 

ence. 


The  prejtaration  of  Braille  copies  of  examination  papers  for  the  various  Universities 
and  Colleges  continues  to  be  an  important  feature  of  the  Department’s  work.  For 
one  examination  alone,  09  sheets  of  Braille  were  transcribed,  of  which  54  sheets  were 
in  foreign  languages.  The  following  letter  received  from  the  Secretary  of  one  College 
proves  the  value  of  the  work  : 

■'  I beg  to  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  your  promptness  in  sending  me  the 

examination  papers  for  . He  found  them  a very  great  help  in  that  he  was 

thereby  put  on  almost  the  same  basis  as  the  other  men.  Your  excellent  Institution 
is  doing  great  service  in  overcoming  the  initial  handicap  of  the  blind. 

Braille  copies  of  private  correspondence  have  also  been  made  by  the  Department 
during  the  year,  and  at  Christmas  time  many  greetings  were  embossed  in  Braille 
on  Christmas  cards. 


Free  Postage  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  postage  on  paper  used  by  blind  persons  for 
on  Braille  writing  in  Braille  is  considerable,  we  asked  the  Postmaster  General  to  receive  a 
Paper.  deputation  requesting  that  concessions  should  be  made  as  to  the  postal  rates  on 

the  special  class  of  paper  used  exclusively  by  the  blind.  The  Postmaster  General 
was  sympathetic  towards  the  request,  but  stated  that  it  could  not  be  acceded  to 
without  legislation.  He  promised,  however,  to  consider  the  whole  question  carefully, 
and  we  are  extremely  grateful  to  Commander  Southby,  M.P.,  for  continuously  pressing 
the  matter  in  Parliament.  Meanwhile,  as  far  as  the  Institute  is  concerned,  we  are 
making  no  charge  for  the  carriage  or  postage  of  Braille  paper  to  our  own  customers. 


Publication 
of  Braille 
Music. 


EMBOSSED  MUSIC  AND  BLIND  MUSICIANS. 

(See  Plate  VI.) 

Exactly  go  ycais  ago,  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association— now  the 
National  Institute— began  its  labours  by  the  publication  of  a parnphlet  on 
Braille  Music  Notation.  It  is  fitting  that  the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  Braille  music 
in  this  country  should  be  celebrated  by  some  outstanding  event,  and  no 
event  could  be  of  greater  importance  to  blind  musicians  in  every  county 
arrangement  by  which  all  the  principal  Braille  presses  of  the  world  agreed  that  from 
April  1st,  1931,  all  their  BraiUe  music  publications  should  be  embossed  m accordance 
with  the’ decisions  of  the  International  Congress  on  Braille  Music  held  at  Pans  m 
April,  1929.  Henceforward,  each  of  the  signs  used  in  Braille  music  notation  will, 
as  in’  ordinary  staff  notation,  have  only  one  recognised  meaning,  and  Braille  music, 
in  whatever  country  it  is  produced,  will  be  intelligible  to  blind  musicians  in  every 
land.  One  great  advantage  of  this  arrangement  will  be  the  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  musical  works  available  in  Braille  for  study  or  for  recreation.  Ano  ler 
advantage  will  be  the  stimulation  of  the  spirit  of  co-operation  amongst  bhnd  musicians 
of  all  nationalities,  and  in  this  direction  we  hope  for  far-reaching  developments. 

The  Institute’s  output  of  Braille  music  during  the  year  under  review  was  as 
follows : 

Bound  Volumes  . . . . . . 

Pamphlets  (equivalent  to  sheet  music) 

Music  Plates  stereotyped 


1,1,58 

10,730 

1,364 
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The  figures  are,  in  the  aggregate,  slightly  lower  than  those  of  the  previous  year. 
This  is  mainly  due  to  the  transfer  of  music  readers  from  work  on  new  publications 
to  the  preparation  of  books  for  inclusion  in  the  Music  Students’  Library.  All  sections 
of  our  Music  Catalogue,  e.g..  Piano,  Organ,  Vocal  and  Dance  Music,  etc.,  have, 
however,  been  added  to.  The  selection  of  representative  pieces  has  been  made 
after  consultation  with  the  many  eminent  musicians  who  constitute  our  Music 
Consultative  Committee  (see  page  2),  and  who  take  such  unfailing  interest  in  this 
branch  of  our  work. 

Catalogues  of  all  musical  works  published  in  Braille  by  the  Institute  are  available 
in  inkprint  and  Braille.  All  Braille  music  publications  are  sold  to  the  blind  resident 
in  the  British  Empire  at  one  quarter  of  the  catalogue  price,  which  represents  the 
actual  cost  of  production,  and  to  the  blind  in  foreign  countries  at  cost  price  only. 

Permission  to  reproduce  musical  works  in  Braille  has  been  given  without  exception 
by  publishers,  composers  and  other  owners  of  copyright  who,  by  so  doing,  have 
earned  the  gratitude  of  every  blind  musician  and  lover  of  music. 

Appreciation  of  this  branch  of  the  Institute’s  work  is  expressed  in  many  letters, 
from  which  the  following  extracts  are  typical : 

“Grateful  for  the  careful  selections." 

Mr.  Thomas  Marshall,  A.R.A.M.,  L.R.A.M.  : — " I am  sending  you  a 
programme  of  my  next  Concert  (Grotrian  Hall).  I am  ending  up  with  the  second 
movement  from  the  Turina  Suite  that  was  brailled  just  in  time  for  me.  and  I cannot 
tell  you  how  grateful  I am  to  you  and  the  N.I.B.  for  the  careful  selections  that 
have  been  made  lately  as  to  the  pianoforte  works  which  one  wants  for  Concerts.” 

” What  an  achievement  ! " 

Mr.  Claude  Aveling,  M.A.,  Registrar,  Royal  College  of  Music: — "Many 
thanks  for  the  marked  copy  of  your  fine  Catalogue  ; what  an  achievement  the  latter 
is  ! ” 

" Only  means  of  learning  a special  piece." 

Mr.  Samuel  Kerry,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M.  : " I found  it  very  difficult  to  get 
up  Mendelssohn’s  ' Hymn  of  Praise  ' which  we  did  at  our  Church.  Had  it  not  been 
in  Braille,  I should  have  been  unable  to  learn  it.  I should  like  to  see  more  cantatas 
brailled,  as  they  are  verj'  useful  to  small  choirs.” 

" A great  work." 

Mr.  Fred  Turner,  Professor  of  Pianoforte  Playing,  Scottish  National  Academy 
of  Music,  Glasgow  : — ” You  are  all  doing  a great  work  at  the  N.I.B.,  and  I hope  that  it 
may  go  from  strength  to  strength.” 

A most  touching  appreciation. 

A Blind  Teacher  of  the  Violin  in  Cairo,  Egypt : — ” God  keeps  you  for  us  as 
the  daylight.” 


This  lending  Library  of  musical  works  in  Braille  was  founded  in  1925.  It 
consists  of  Braille  manuscript  copies  of  works  which  for  various  reasons  cannot  be 
included  in  a general  catalogue  of  musical  works,  but  which  are  needed  by  professional 
blind  musicians  and  advanced  students  of  music. 

Sixty-two  works,  in  188  larjge  Braille  volumes,  were  added  during  the  year  to 
the  Library,  which  now  comprises  nearly  300  works.  They  have  been  prepared 
by  the  skilled  blind  transcribers  employed  by  the  Institute,  with  the  assistance 
of  13  voluntary  readers  with  sight,  who  devote  their  time  and  musical  knowledge 
to  a difficult  and  exacting  task.  Their  only  reward — and  it  is  the  only  one  they 
seek  is  the  knowledge  that  their  labours  are  enabling  blind  musicians  and  students 
all  over  the  country  to  have  direct  access  to  works  which  are  essential  to  the  develop- 
ment of  musical  knowledge  and  practice. 
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To  encourage  young  blind  composers,  a prize  competition  was  organised  last 
year  for  the  best  musical  compositions  received  from  blind  music  students  under  20 
years  of  age.  The  successful  competitors  were  Mr.  John  Edward  Robinson  and 
Mr.  Charles  Edwin  Yates,  both  of  whom  were  completing  their  musical  training  at 
the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  Upper  Norwood.  The  works  submitted 
by  them  were  highly  commended  by  the  adjudicator  -the  late  Mr.  William 
Wolstenhohne,  Mus.Bac.,  F.R.C.O.,  the  world-famous  blind  composer. 

The  Bureau  for  Blind  Organists  which  we  established  last  year  is  fulfilling  a useful 
purpose.  A list  of  highly  qualified  men,  most  of  them  holding  the  diplomas  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Organists,  can  now  be  inspected  by  clergy  and  others,  who  are 
asked  to  bear  the  blind  organist  in  mind  when  seeking  to  fill  vacancies.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Bureau  will,  free  of  charge,  make  every  endeavour  to  find  competent  and 
suitable  candidates.  Recommendations  are  made  solely  on  merit,  just  as  though 
each  person  nominated  were  a person  with  sight.  There  are  over  150  blind  organists 
holding  Church  appointments  in  this  country,  many  not  merely  with  success  but  with 
distinction. 

We  also  have  a list  of  thoroughly  reliable  qualified  blind  pianoforte  tuners. 
Many  orders  for  tuning  have  been  received  during  the  year.  Contracts  can  be 
arranged  if  desired. 

A successful  effort  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  to  link  up  more  closely 
the  blind  musicians  of  the  country  with  the  greater  Musical  Competition  Festivals 
which  are  now  so  important  a feature  of  musical  activity  everywhere.  Hitherto 
it  has  been  extremely  difficult  for  the  blind  to  ascertain  what  test-pieces  in  any 
particular  Festival  were  available  in  Braille. 

A representation  made  by  us  to  the  British  Federation  of  Musical  Competition 
Festivals  resulted  in  the  insertion  of  a special  notice  in  the  current  Year  Book  of  the 
Federation  suggesting  that : 

" most  Festival  Secretaries  would  probably  find  it  convenient  to  send  a printer’s 
proof-sheet,  giving  the  titles  of  Test-pieces,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  National 
Institute's  Music  Department,  requesting  that  a tick  be  placed  against  each  item 
published  in  Braille  ” ; and  adding — " We  commend  this  matter  to  the  attention 
of  all  Festival  Secretaries  as  something  which  should  not  only  benefit  the  blind, 
but  also  add  many  new  and  worthy  competitors  to  the  list.” 

The  principal  Musical  Academies  and  examining  bodies  have  agreed  to  adopt 
the  same  plan  in  their  syllabuses,  so  that  this  old  and  serious  disability  is  rapidly 
being  overcome.  F'urther,  an  increasing  number  of  the  examining  bodies  are  now 
asking  the  Institute  to  make  Braille  copies  of  their  theoretical  examination  papers, 
in  order  that  blind  examinees  may  share  the  advantage  of  those  with  sight  of  having 
the  actual  script  before  them. 

In  addition  to  the  activities  specified  above,  there  are  many  other  ways  by  which 
we  try  to  promote  the  general  interest  of  blind  musicians  and  music  students.  We 
publish  through  Messrs.  Ryalls  and  Jones,  Birkenhead,  an  edition  of  the  Works  of 
British  Blind  Composers  in  staff  notation  ; we  endeavour  to  procure  engagements 
for  talented  blind  vocalists  and  instrumentalists  ; we  allow  blind  candidates  for 
the  examinations  of  tlie  Royal  College  of  Organists  free  practice  on  the  Institute  s 
organ,  a replica  of  that  at  the  Royal  College  ; Mr.  H.  V.  Spanner,  Mus.Bac.,  F.R.C.O., 
L.R.A.M.,  continues  to  give  half-yearly  recitals  of  pieces  drawn  exclusively  from  the 
current  syllabus  of  the  Royal  College,  thus  providing  blind  candidates  with  an  actual 
demonstration  of  the  capabilities  of  a skilled  blind  organist  ; and  we  have  prepared 
a register  of  blind  musicians  and  organists  to  whom  we  are  ready,  if  the  need  is  manifest, 
to  lend  pieces  of  Braille  music  required  for  professional  jiurposes.  Blind  instrumen- 
talists and  singers  are  engaged  as  often  as  possible  for  the  Concerts  and  Recitals 
organised  by  the  Institute. 
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During  the  vear,  52  Recitals,  Concerts  and  Lectures  were  given.  These  provided 
43  engagements 'for  blind  artistes,  while  pieces  by  10  blind  comiiosers,  independently 
of  those  drawn  upon  for  Concerts,  found  a place  on  Organ  Recital  programmes. 

The  Lectures  included  addresses  at  Rotary  Club  luncheons  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  Members  of  the  Clubs  were  much  interested  to  hear  how  blind 
musicians  overcome  their  handicaps  ; as  hitherto,  the  nature  of  these  difficulties 
had  been  very  imperfectly  understood. 

The  monthly  Concerts  in  the  Armitagc  Hall,  held  from  October  to  April,  have 
provided  opportunities  for  five  blind  pianists  to  contribute  solos.  One,  in  addition, 
acted  as  accompanist  to  a well-known  singer. 


PROVISION  OF  APPARATUS  AND  TECHNICAL 

RESEARCH. 

{Sec  Plate  III.) 

OUR  Sub-Committee  on  Technical  Research  has  been  very  active  during  the 
year,  not  only  in  the  e.xamination  and  remodelling  of  existing  apparatus 
and  m the  investigation  of  new  ideas  and  inventions,  but  also  in  the  formation 
of  a Museum  of  “ Blindiana.” 

Our  object  in  establishing  the  first  permanent  Museum  of  “ Blindiana  ” in  this 
country  at  the  Institute’s  Headquarters  was  to  provide  a means  by  which  investigators 
from  all  parts  of  this  country  and  from  other  countries  could  obtain  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  evolution  of  technical  and  scientific  means  of  overcoming  the  handicap 
of  blindness.  A great  number  of  the  exhibits  are  from  a collection  made  throughout 
its  existence  by  the  Institute  itself,  but  this  has  been  supplemented  by  many  rare 
examples  of  embossed  books  and  pieces  of  apparatus  lent  or  given  by  Societies  for 
the  Blind  and  individuals  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  museum  was  officially  opened  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Blanesburgh,  Chairman 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind.  It 
is  our  intention  to  keep  it  up  to  date  for  the  use  of  our  Technical  Research  Sub- 
Committee,  which  is  continually  examinmg  new  inventions  and  pursuing  new  lines 
of  research,  and  for  the  use  of  those  members  of  the  general  public  who  are  ready 
to  be  interested  in  the  technical  means  devised  from  time  to  time  to  overcome  blindness. 
We  hope  that,  in  one  direction,  the  Museum  will  stimulate  the  imaguiation  of  inventors, 
and  in  another,  induce  the  blind  themselves  by  its  proximity  to  acquire  " the  museum 
habit,"  and  visit  the  great  national  and  local  collections. 

With  the  latter  object  in  view,  we  invited  Mr.  J.  A.  Charlton  Deas,  M.A.,  Curator 
of  Sunderland  Museum  and  Art  Galleries,  to  speak  on  “ The  making  of  museums 
more  available  to  the  blind,"  in  the  Institute’s  Armitage  Hall  during  November, 
when  the  exhibits  were  first  displayed.  His  lecture  was  attended  by  many  blind 
people  and  by  a large  number  of  educationists  and  representatives  of  museum 
authorities,  and  aroused  wide  interest.  As  a result,  several  museum  authorities 
have  offered  to  conduct  parties  of  blind  people  through  their  museums,  to  explain 
the  exhibits  to  them,  and  to  allow  them  to  feel  the  outlines  of  the  exhibits  with  their 
hands. 

Special  consideration  has  been  given  during  the  year  to  Braille  writing  machines 
and  the  machines  used  for  taking  down  shorthand  notes  in  Braille.  A new  model 
of  the  Braille  Writing  Machine  is  now  being  constructed  and  we  hope  that  it  will 
be  in  every  way  an  improvement  on  the  existing  machine.  In  that  machine, 
the  Braille  dots  are  impressed  on  the  paper  by  a downward  movement  which 
necessitates  writing  from  right  to  left  on  the  reverse  side  of  the  paper  ; whereas,  in 
the  new  model,  the  dots  are  impressed  by  an  upward  movement  enabling  the 
operator  to  write  Braille  cxactlj^  as  though  he  were  writing  ordinar}?  script  on  the 
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surface  of  a piece  of  paper.  This  arrangement  has  the  additional  advantage  of 
permitting  the  writer  to  refer  to.  what  he  has  written  without  having  to  turn  over  tlie 
paper.  A back  spacer,  as  on  a typewriter,  is  also  provided,  and  the  machine  is 
constructed  in  metal  throughout.  The  Braille  Shorthand  Writing  Machine  has  also 
undergone  considerable  changes,  and  machines  to  an  approved  design  are  now  under 
construction.  A lighter  and  cheaper  case  for  the  machine  is  also  being  made.  This, 
no  doubt,  will  be  much  appreciated  by  blind  shorthand-typists  who  have  to  carry 
their  machines  about  with  them  for  taking  down  shorthand  notes  at  meetings,  etc. 
Improvements  have  been  effected  in  the  design  and  construction  of  the  guides  used 
when  writing  Braille  with  a stylus. 

No  efforts  have  been  spared  to  perfect  the  many  pieces  of  apparatus  which 
are  used  in  the  education  of  the  blind  and  to  invent  or  discover  new  devices  to  mitigate 
the  handicap  of  the  blind  student. 

Arithmetic  and  algebra  are  taught  to  the  bhnd  by  means  of  metal  frames, 
punctmed  with  star-shaped  holes  with  eight  angles,  in  which  pieces  of  double-ended 
metal  type  are  inserted.  The  different  positions  of  the  type  indicate  the  different 
figures  and  mathematical  signs.  As  complaints  were  received  that  students’  hands 
became  abnormally  dirty  because  of  the  rubbing  of  the  type  metal  against  the  fingers, 
experiments  were  made  wth  a harder  metal.  Supplies  of  this  new  type  will  soon 
be  available,  and  we  believe  that,  in  future,  mathematics  will  provide  students  with 
little  or  no  excuse  for  soiled  fingers  ! 

For  some  time  past  specially  designed  thermometers,  marked  in  Braille  characters, 
for  taking  room  temperatures,  have  been  available,  but  recently  enquiries  have  been 
made  for  thermometers  to  take  the  temperatures  of  liquids.  These  are  mainly 
required  by  blind  masseurs  who  in  the  course  of  their  work  frequently  heat  liquids 
to  definite  temperatures.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  designing  the 
instrument,  but  a suitable  design  has  now  been  produced  and  from  test  results  it 
appears  that  it  will  prove  successful. 

A new  type  of  geometry  mat  has  been  invented,  whereby  the  student  can  draw 
and  feel  the  lines  on  the  upper  surface  of  a piece  of  paper  without  having  to  reverse 
the  paper  between  the  processes.  We  believe  that  this  mat  will  be  in  great  demand 
in  Schools  for  the  Blind,  as  it  is  cheap,  and  easy  to  manipulate. 

Two  new  games  have  been  added  to  the  many  games  which  we  have  adapted 
for  the  use  of  the  blind.  The  new  games  are  "Dekko”  and  “ Clocko.”  “ Dekko  ” is 
a modified  form  of  draughts.  The  pieces  are  cut  to  the  shape  of  triangles,  squares 
and  circles,  and  the  game  is  played  on  a chess  board  with  sunken  squares.  “ Clocko  ” 
is  a game  resembling  " Snakes  and  Ladders,”  except  that  the  board  is  in  the  form 
of  a clock  and  that  moves  are  made  by  turning  the  clock  hands  to  the  number,  the 
numbers  varying  according  to  the  throw  of  dice.  The  board  consists  of  two  clock 
laces,  so  that  the  game  may  be  played  by  two  persons. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  design  of  dominoes  and  chess-boards. 
Sighted  people  when  playing  dominoes  with  blind  people  found  that  the  aU-black 
design  of  the  embossed  dominoes  strained  the  eyes.  The  new  dominoes  have  a 
black  base  with  red  embossed  pips.  The  new  chess  board  is  a solid  board  with  alternate 
raised  and  sunken  squares,  provision  being  made  for  pieces  not  in  use  ; it  is  considered 
a great  improvement  on  the  old  model. 

Several  new  maps  have  been  added  during  the  year  to  our  series  of  embossed 
maps  which,  when  completed,  will  give  the  blind  a complete  Atlas  of  the  World. 
Two  maps  are  given  of  each  country,  one  shewing  the  physical  features,  the  other 
the  towns  and  political  divisions.  Both  maps  are  accompanied  by  a guide  in  Braille 
forming  a kind  of  “ rimning  commentary  ” on  the  progress  of  a blind  man’s  finger 
around  the  coasts,  up  the  rivers,  over  mountains,  and  across  countrv’.  There  has 
been  some  delay  in  the  preparation  of  maps  due  to  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Boyle 
(see  page  65),  but  we  hope  that  the  work  will  proceed  normally  at  an  early  date. 
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The  demand  for  appliances  and  apparatus  continues  to  increase,  especially  the 
demand  for  Braille  writing  macliincs,  390  being  supplied  during  the  year. 

The  orders  received  are  not  merely  for  appliances  listed  in  our  Catalogue.  I'or 
instance,  wc  were  asked  to  supply  a second-lrand  bicycle  exerciser  and  went  so  far 
as  to  secure  an  option  on  a machine,  but  unfortunately  it  did  iKjt  exactly  suit  the 
taste  of  our  correspondent.  Such  an  order  wc  can  try  to  execute,  but  t(^  fulfil  requests 
for  “ Braille  knives  and  forks  ” or  “ Braille  scissors  for  cutting  nails  ” is  beyond 
our  powers. 

We  introduced  during  the  year  a concession  on  postage  which  has  been  much 
appreciated.  Wc  now  pay  for  the  postage  on  all  appliances  supjjlicd  to  customers 
in  Great  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland.  Several  Shipping  Companies  continue  to 
convey  goods  to  Institutions  for  the  Blind  within  the  Empire  cither  freight  free  or 
at  one  half  the  usual  rates. 

Exhibits  of  apparatus  and  embossed  books  have  been  sent  to  Exhibitions, 
Conferences  and  Sales  of  Work  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

Last  year  we  reported  that  the  new  model  of  the  Braille  Duplicator  was  nearing 
completion  and  gave  a full  description  of  its  mechanism.  This  year  we  are  pleased 
to  be  able  to  announce  that  the  construction  of  the  Duplicator  has  been  finished, 
that  the  machine  has  successfully  passed  all  tests,  and  that  it  is  now  being  set  up 
for  use.  Some  idea  of  the  nature  and  value  of  this  achievement  can  be  obtained 
when  it  is  realised  that  every  comrtry  throughout  the  world  has  been  searching  for 
many  years  for  some  means  of  producing  a limited  edition  of  a Braille  book  from  paper 
master  sheets,  thereby  eliminating  the  need  for  metal  plates.  We  believe  that  all 
interested  in  Braille  production  will  join  us  in  offering  the  heartiest  congratulations 
to  the  members  of  our  Technical  Research  Sub-Committee  and  to  Mr.  E.  J.  Pyke,  M.A., 
the  Institute’s  Technical  Officer  and  inventor  of  the  machine,  on  the  successful 
termination  of  a long  and  difficult  task.  The  machine  has  taken  two  years  to  build 
in  the  Institute's  workshop  and  does  very  great  credit  to  the  skill  and  patience  of 
tlie  engineer  in  charge.  We  are  unable  at  the  moment  to  state  its  potential  out- 
put, but  we  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  come  up  to  expectations.  It 
should  be  clearly  understood  that  the  machine  will  not  take  the  place  of  a stereo- 
typing machine  nor  be  used  in  tlie  publication  of  new  books  ; it  will  be  solely  used 
lor  the  reproduction  of  certain  works  in  our  Students’  Library  for  which  the  demand 
is  so  large  that  it  cannot  be  met  by  one  manuscript  copy  alone.  It  will  reinforce 
our  Manuscript  Department,  not  our  Publication  Department. 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  EMPLOYMENT  RESEARCH. 

{See  Plate  IV.) 

IN  carrymg  on  our  work  for  the  blind  of  this  country  we  have  always  employed 
as  many  blind  people  as  possible.  The  number  of  our  blind  employees  is  now 
114,  and  last  year  the  sum  of  £13,073  was  paid  to  them  m salaries  and  wages, 
etc.  They  are  engaged  in  many  different  capacities,  from  the  direction  of 
Departments  and  Sections  to  stereotyping,  canvassing,  tclephonjq  and  secretarial 
work.  Apart  from  employing  the  blind  ourselves,  tw'o  important  features  of  our 
work  are  research  into  all  types  of  employment  for  the  blind,  with  a view  to  developing 
existing  and  creating  new  employments,  and  the  placement  of  blind  men  and  women 
m occupations  which  W'e  have  found  to  be  suitable  for  them.  In  carrying  out  these 
duties,  we  have  the  invaluable  assistance  of  the  many  eminent  business  and  industrial 
experts  who  serve  on  our  Placement  and  General  Research  Sub-Committee  (see 
page  2)  and  on  our  Appointments  Board  (see  page  3). 

During  the  year  research  work  connected  with  the  employment  of  the  blind  has 
been  undertaken  into  (a)  trades  at  present  carried  on  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind, 
(b)  tlie  determination  of  the  most  suitable  proportion  between  the  number  of  blind 
and  of  sighted  w'orkers  in  W’orkshops  for  tlie  Blind,  and  (c)  the  education  of  the 
blind. 
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Last  year  wc  reported  that  the  National  Institute  of  Industrial  Psychology  had 
been  engaged  to  examine  into  the  conditions  prevailing  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind. 
Throughout  the  year  under  review  the  principal  workshops  in  England  and  Scotland 
have  Ijeen  visited  by  investigators,  collecting  and  analysing  data  relative  to  (1) 
suitability  of  the  blind  for  particular  trades  ; (2)  the  general  lay-out  of  workshops, 

including  the  position  of  tools  and  equipment,  the  allocation  of  space  to  each  worker, 
ventilation  and  lighting  ; (3)  processes  employed,  covering  sub-division  of  labour, 

the  lay-out  of  raw  material,  and  mechanical  devices  to  assist  the  blind  in  their  special 
work  ; (4)  supervision  ; (5)  finishing  ; (6)  welfare  ; (7)  canteens. 

These  headings  suffice  to  shew  that  the  ta.sk  of  the  investigators,  which  is  now 
almost  completed,  has  been  laborious  and  thorough.  Their  findings  will  be  given 
in  a bulletin,  now  being  prepared,  which  will  deal  with  the  investigation  as  a whole. 

In  every  Workshop  for  the  Blind  there  is  a certain  ratio  between  the  numbers 
of  blind  workers  and  sighted  workers  employed,  which,  when  established,  will  enable 
the  workshop  to  employ  the  maximum  number  of  blind  persons  and  to  prodtice  a 
maximum  output  of  maximum  quality.  To  ascertain  the  principles  which  govern 
the  establishment  of  the  correct  ratio,  a questionnaire  was  sent,  at  our  request,  by 
the  Association  of  Workshops  for  the  Bhnd  to  its  members.  The  resultant  data  are 
now  being  considered  and  a report  will  shortly  be  available. 

During  the  year  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  present  time,  when  every 
aspect  of  education  is  under  close  and  continuous  investigation,  is  ripe  for  a complete 
survey  of  the  whole  field  of  the  education  of  the  blind.  As  the  solution  of  all  the 
main  problems  affecting  the  employment  of  the  blind  have  their  roots  in  the  educa- 
tional methods  adopted  during  the  early  stages  of  blind  life,  we  considered  that 
the  most  useful  research  work  to  follow  the  investigation  of  workshop  conditions 
would  be  the  investigation  on  similar  lines  of  the  conditions  attending  the  education 
of  the  blind. 

Accordingly,  in  conjunction  with  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  we  have 
formed  a joint  Committee,  composed  of  members  of  the  College  and  members  of  our 
Education  and  Re.search  Committee,  to  undertake  a research  survey  of  blind  education. 
The  Board  of  Education  and  the  Ministr}'  of  Health  will  be  represented  on  this 
Committee.  The  investigation  will  cover  all  educational  work,  but  particularly 
affecting  employment  questions  will  be  the  mvestigation  of  manual  training,  vocational 
training,  and  instruction  m commercial  methods,  while  matters  of  more  indirect 
though  equal  importance,  such  as  the  association  of  the  blind  with  the  sighted  during 
the  period  of  education,  will  also  receive  attention.  We  hope  that  by  this  time  next 
year  a mass  of  information  will  have  been  collected  from  which  valuable  suggestions 
as  to  the  adaptation  of  educational  methods  to  employment  requirements  may  be 
made  and  put  into  practice. 

Industrial  conditions  have  certainly  not  been  advantageous  to  our  endeavours 
to  place  blind  workers  in  factories  employing  sighted  labour.  Most  of  the  placements 
effected  during  the  previous  year  have,  however,  been  retained  and  several  new 
posts  have  been  obtained.  This  is  fairly  satisfactory  progress,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  most  firms,  during  the  year  under  review,  were  concentrating  on  decreasing 
their  staff  and  were  unable  even  to  consider  the  engagement  of  fresh  hands. 
Improvement  in  trade  conditions  will  at  once  provide  us  with  further  opportunities 
for  assisting  the  blind  to  earn  an  economic  wage  b}^  jilacing  them  in  thriving  industries. 

A considerable  advance  has  been  made  in  the  placement  of  blind  shorthand- 
typists.  A definite  number  of  girls  are  sent  from  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind,  Upper  Norwood,  which  undertakes  the  training  of  shorthand-typists,  to  the 
Institute,  where  we  provide  them  with  further  instruction  in  office  routine.  When 
we  are  satisfied  that  a girl  is  fully  competent  we  try  to  find  her  regular  employment 
in  Government  offices  and  firms  with  sighted  employees. 
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Durine  the  year,  shorthand-typists  were  placed  with  H.M.  Office  of  Works. 
Messrs.  Freemans',  the  General  Electric  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Wells  and  Go. 

The  ereat  success  in  the  United  States  of  America  and  in  Canada  of  the  placement 
of  blind  people  as  salesmen  of  newspapers,  confectionery,  tobacco  and  stationery, 
in  kiosks  or  concession  stands  established  in  streets,  hospitals  and  large  office  buildings, 
induced  us  to  consider  the  possibilities  of  similar  experiments  m this  country.  Accord- 
ingly we  gladly  availed  ourselves  of  the  generosity  of  the  Aldwych  House  Estates 
Co.  Ltd.  when  they  presented  us  with  a kiosk  in  the  entrance  hall  of  their  Duilding, 
and  we  placed  a blind  man  in  charge.  Up  to  date,  the  experiment  h^  b^n  entirely 
successful.  The  stallholder  has  proved  to  be  quite  suitable  for  his  job.  He  has  laid 
the  foundations  of  a sound  business,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  ^stomers  who 
so  kindly  support  him,  he  is  sowing  the  seeds  of  what  may  prove  to  be  a congenial 
and  remunerative  occupation  for  many  blind  people. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  the  management  of  a kiosk  does  not  come 
under  that  class  of  occupation  which,  knovn  as  “ a little  business,  offers  so  simple 
a solution  to  placement  problems,  but  which  so  often  ends  in  bitter  disappointment 
and  bankruptcy.  It  is  not  an  isolated  individual  business  prospector  but  an  agency 
for  the  blind,  such  as  the  Institute,  who  selects  the  sites,  carefully  chooses  the  salesman, 
retains  the  ownership,  and  controls  the  administration.  The  two  first  points  require 
the  most  careful  consideration,  particularly  the  choice  of  the  right  type  of  man,  as 
salesmanship  demands  enterprise,  intelligence,  adaptability,  and  some  education. 

As  we  are  anxious  to  extend  the  scheme,  we  have  decided  to  adopt  a standard 
design  for  the  kiosks  which  may  come  imder  our  management.  Mr.  Oliver  P.  Bernard, 
L.R.I.B.A.,  the  well-known  architect  decorator,  has  very  kindly  given  his  services 
in  this  connection,  and  has  produced  a design  which  is  striking  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  public,  and  practical  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  blind  salesman.  We  hope 
that  the  scheme  will  develop  widely  during  the  coming  year  and  that  the  public 
will  support,  whenever  they  see  them,  the  “ N.I.B.”  kiosks. 

We  wish  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  running  a kiosk  successfully  is 
considerable.  In  the  first  place,  the  man  placed  in  charge  must  be  able  to  hold  his 
own  with  competitors  and  must  adopt  all  the  latest  methods  and  devices  for  stimulating 
trade  ; secondly,  construction,  decoration,  upkeep,  and  the  rental  of  a site  are  all 
heavy  items  of  expenditure.  We  should  be  deeply  grateful,  therefore,  for  the 
presentation  of  suitable  sites,  and  we  very  much  need  the  active  interest  of  those 
concerned  in  the  management  or  letting  of  hotels,  large  blocks  of  offices,  factories,  etc. 


Last  summer  the  Education  Committee  of  the  London  County  Council  recom- 
mended that  no  more  blind  teachers  should  be  employed  by  its  Schools  for  the  Blind, 
and  the  recommendation  was  adopted  by  the  Council.  This  surprising  decision  was 
very  strongly  criticised  by  those  most  intimate!}'  acquainted  with  the  education  of 
the  blind,  and  we  expressed  our  opinion  that  this  decision,  which  was  taken  without 
consultation  with  any  official  bodies  concerned  in  the  education  of  the  blind,  was 
disastrous,  and  advised  action  with  a view  to  the  reversal  of  the  decision.  A deputation 
representing  the  Institute,  the  London  Teachers’  Association  (the  London  Branch 
of  the  National  Union  of  Teachers),  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  and  the 
National  Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind,  waited  on  the  Teaching 
Staff  Sub-Committee  of  the  L.C.C.,  and  put  forward  a very  powerful  case. 

It  advocated  the  judicious  employment  of  fully  qualified  blind  teachers  side 
by  side  with  sighted  teachers — in  fact,  the  continuance  of  the  present  system  which 
has  produced  excellent  results — and  emphasised  the  following  points  : that  blind 
teachers  have  an  excellent  record  behind  them  of  securing  academic  distinctions  for 
their  pupils  ; that  blind  teachers  have  a more  intimate  knowledge  than  sighted 
teachers  can  possibly  have  of  the  special  difficulties  of  blind  pupils  ; and  that  constant 
contact  with  successful  blind  teachers  gives  blind  pupils  invaluable  and  otherwise 
unobtainable  encouragement. 

The  decision  of  the  London  County  Council  has  not  yet  been  communicated. 
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PERSONAL  SERVICES  TO  THE  BLIND. 

(See  Plate  V.) 

The  National  Institute  renders,  in  co-operation  with  the  responsible  Local 
Authorities  and  Agencies,  and  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  designed  to  eliminate  overlapping,  certain  personal 
services  to  the  blind  which  are  grouped  together  in  one  Department. 
Hundreds  of  letters  are  received  each  year  by  this  Department,  testif3dng  to  the  value 
of  its  work — work  which  is  the  more  appreciated  because  the  assistance  which  it 
affords  comes  in  times  of  urgent  need. 

The  grants  made  by  Local  Authorities  to  cover  professional  training  and  education 
cannot,  in  ail  cases,  supply  the  special  requirements  of  individuals  whose  circumstances 
and  abilities  warrant  further  training  and  education.  Such  cases  are  therefore 
helped  by  voluntary  Institutions,  and  during  the  year  we  expended  the  sum  of  £934 
on  extra  fees  for  training  and  higher  education. 

Similarly,  we  co-operate  gladly  with  local  organisations  in  assisting  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  certain  relief  cases  which  do  not  come  within  the  category  of 
unemployables.  During  the  year  we  expended  the  sum  of  £3,665  on  this  form  of 
personal  service,  while  the  sum  of  £118  was  provided  from  the  Bailey  Bequest  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  those  persons  who  are  suffering  from  some  physical  disability 
in  addition  to  blindness. 

In  connection  vdth  these  individual  cases,  which,  if  assisted  at  all,  must  be  sub- 
stantially assisted,  we  have  to  express  our  gratitude  to  Gardner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind 
for  its  customary  whole-hearted  and  generous  co-operation.  With  the  Trust’s 
assistance,  we  have  been  able  to  start,  or  re-start  in  life,  a number  of  blind  people 
who,  otherwise,  would  have  had  to  depend  on  a weekly  grant  for  subsistence. 

Another  form  of  personal  service  to  the  needy  blind  undertaken  by  the  Institute 
is  the  distribution  of  parcels  of  groceries,  etc.,  at  Christmas.  Particularly  notable 
in  this  connection  is  the  distribution  of  Christmas  parcels  to  the  blind  in  the  South- 
Western  Counties.  This  is  made  in  conjunction  with  the  Local  Agencies  for  the  Blind, 
and  last  Christmas  the  eleventh  consecutive  annual  distribution  took  place,  when 
660  well-filled  hampers  were  sent  to  the  poorest  blind  people  resident  in  these  coimties. 

The  blind  ex-Service  man  is  cared  for  and  trained  by  St.  Dunstan’s.  There 
are  certain  cases,  however,  of  ex-Service  men  who  have  lost  their  sight  since  the 
War.  As  their  blindness  was  not  attributable  to,  or  aggravated  by,  war  service, 
these  men  do  not  receive  pensions  and  are  not  eligible  for  training  at  St.  Dunstan’s. 

To  reheve  this  class  of  blind  ex-Service  men  we  founded  some  years  ago  a special 
Fund.  Under  the  personal  direction  of  our  Chairman,  Captain  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse, 
V.C.,  the  Fund  has  been  most  successful  and  last  year  much  valuable  work  was 
accomplished.  A sum  of  £2,060  was  expended,  mostly  in  providing  training  and 
maintenance  charges  and  partly  in  granting  regular  weekly  sums  to  men  who  have 
reached  an  age  when  thej^  cannot  be  expected  to  embark  on  new  means  of  earning 
their  hving. 

Whenever  possible  our  grants  are  substantial  enough  to  set  a man  on  his  feet. 
For  instance,  a sum  given  to  improve  the  letting  value  of  a boarding  house  kept  by  a 
blind  man’s  wife  should  make  the  family  independent  for  life.  It  was  an  ex-Service 
man  whom  we  placed  in  charge  of  the  kiosk  described  on  page  32,  and  we  hope  that 
other  ex-Service  men  may  be  afforded  similar  congenial  and  remunerative  employment. 
Another  ex-Service  man  has  been  trained  as  a telephonist  and  is  now  employed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

New  cases  have  been  constantly  brought  to  our  notice,  especially  through  the 
medium  of  a letter  signed  by  our  Chairman  and  kindly  circulated  to  branches  of  the 
British  Legion  by  the  Chairman  of  the  South-Eastern,  Metropohtan  and  Home 
Counties  areas  of  the  Legion. 
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It  is  extremely  probable  that  in  the  future  there  will  be  several  cases  of  blindness 
incident  to  old  age  amongst  men  who  served  in  the  Great  War.  As  a precautionary 
measure  we  have  therefore  invested  a sum  to  jirovide  relief  to  such  cases  immediately 
it  is  needed. 

The  Fund  continues  to  receive  the  financial  support  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Army 
Council  and  the  Air  Council,  and  of  serving  units  of  His  Majesty’s  Forces,  to  whom  an 
appeal  signed  by  several  distinguished  officers  is  annually  addressed. 

During  the  year  we  were  able,  thanks  to  the  co-operation  of  the  Children’s 
Country  Holiday  Fund,  to  send  over  100  blind  children  from  the  London  County 
Council  Special  Schools  for  the  Blind  for  a holiday.  The  children  had  a most  enjoyable 
time,  the  arrangements  being  carried  out  with  perfect  ease  and  facility.  The  success 
of  the  Holiday  Camp  on  the  Norfolk  coast  was  largely  due  to  Mrs.  Bergel,  a member 
of  the  Fund’s  Committee  who  generously  gave  her  services. 


Bus  Passes  The  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  Ministry  of  Health,  was 

for  the  asked  by  us  to  take  up  the  matter  of  providing  free  passes  for  blind  people  on  buses. 

Blind.  but  we  regret  to  report  that  so  far  its  efforts  have  not  been  successful. 


Dog  Guides 
for  the 
Blind. 


For  some  time  there  has  been  a movement  in  this  country  to  supply  dogs  as 
guides  to  the  blind,  and  early  this  year  we  received  a deputation  from  those  interested 
in  the  scheme,  consisting  of  Lady  Kitty  Ritson,  Mrs.  R.  Bond,  Miss  M.  E.  Crooke, 
Captain  A.  J.  Sington,  and  Mr.  Humphrey,  manager  for  Mrs.  Eustis,  who  controls 
the  Swiss  organisation,  “ L’Oeil  qui  Voit,”  which  has  so  successfully  trained  dogs 
to  act  as  guides  to  the  blind  on  the  Continent  and  in  America.  As  a result  of  this 
conference,  we  have  accepted  affiliation  of  a special  Fund  for  conducting  an  experiment 
in  this  country,  and  we  shall  generally  give  assistance  to  an  experimental  school 
which  is  to  be  opened  at  Wallasey,  in  charge  of  technical  instructors  from  “ L’Oeil  qui 
Voit." 

Dogs  suitable  for  guides  are  not  those  of  the  police  type,  but  those  which  have 
the  protective  instinct  strongly  developed.  They  must,  as  it  were,  be  capable  of 
giving  orders  rather  than  of  receiving  orders.  When  a dog  is  a bhnd  man’s  guide 
it  is  the  dog  and  not  the  man  who  is  in  command  of  the  situation.  Alsatians  being 
the  sheep  dogs  of  the  Alsatian  peasantry,  four  Alsatians  and  two  Scotch  collies  will 
accordingly  be  obtained  for  the  experiment,  and  each  will  be  educated  with  its  future 
owner,  as  man  and  dog  have  to  go  to  school  together. 


Augmentation  LTnder  the  heading  of  “ Personal  Services  ’’  it  is  convenient  to  deal  with  the 
of  Blind  endeavours  we  make  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of  our  own  blind  staff.  We  have 

Employees’  frequently  expressed  our  opinion  that  the  wages  paid  to  blmd  people  should  be 

Wages.  sufficient,  not  only  to  establish  a decent  standard  of  living,  but  to  compensate  in  some 

degree  for  the  handicap  of  blindness.  All  our  blind  employees  are  paid  an  economic 
wage,  that  is,  a wage  based  purely  on  the  output  of  work.  But  owing  to  the  handicap 
of  blindness  this  wage,  in  most  cases,  is  insufficient,  either  under  piece-work  conditions 
of  employment  or  hourly  rates  of  payment,  to  enable  blind  workers  to  live  in  comfort. 
Accordingly,  we  make  extra  allowances,  and  during  the  year  we  expended  the  sum 
of  £7,580  in  augmenting  the  wages  of  our  blind  employees. 

Pension  A fmther  benefit  to  our  blind  employees,  as  well  as  to  those  with  sight,  has  arisen 

Fund.  during  the  year.  We  have  established  a Pension  Fund  on  the  contributory  basis, 

to  which  the  Institute  liberally  subscribes,  special  provision  being  made  for  older 
members  of  the  staff  for  past  services.  This  enables  all  our  employees  to  look  forward 
to  an  independent  old  age,  free  from  financial  worry.  When  the  Fund  was  established, 
it  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  all  employees  at  that  time  as  to  whether  they  contributed 
to  it  or  not,  but  in  future  contribution  to  the  Fund  will  be  a condition  of  employment. 
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The  regulations  governing  the  Pensions  Fund  were  framed  in  consultation  with 
our  Works  and  Office  Council.  This  Council,  on  which  all  grades  of  the  Institute’s 
staff  are  represented,  was  formed  two  years  ago  to  give  all  our  employees,  blind  and 
sighted  alike,  closer  acquaintance  with  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  Institute’s  work, 
and  to  provide  them  with  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  views  and  exchanging 
ideas.  Apart  from  the  Pensions  Scheme,  the  Council  have  had  under  discu.ssion 
matters  such  as  the  Staff  Restaurant,  Holidays,  etc. 

The  social  welfare  of  our  blind  employees  has  been  fostered  in  many  other  ways, 
notably  by  the  establishment  of  a five-days’  working  week  for  blind  employees  only. 
This  was  tried  as  an  experiment  during  the  previous  year  but  the  year  under  review 
has  witnessed  its  success.  Although  the  workers  have  two  complete  days  of  leisure, 
output  has  not  been  adversely  affected.  Rather,  the  tendency,  as  we  expected,  has 
been  towards  better  work  and  increased  output. 

Dances,  whist  drives,  outings  and  similar  amusements  have  frequently  been 
organised  with  much  success  during  the  year.  In  all  these  forms  of  entertainment 
our  blind  employees  take  a keen  interest,  and  an  achievement  worthy  of  considerable 
praise  in  which  they  have  taken  a part  has  been  the  successful  establishment  in 
London  of  a Sports  Club  for  the  Blind. 

Last  year  we  reported  the  initiation  of  a Sports  Club  for  the  Blind,  with  the 
object  of  providing  sports  and  social  facilities  for  the  blind  of  London  at  the  most 
reasonable  rate  possible.  A small  nucleus  Committee  was  formed  in  July,  1930, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  F.  D.  Henslowe  undertook  the  duties  of  Honorary  Secretarj'. 
At  the  end  of  March,  1931,  a fully  representative  Committee  had  been  formed  and 
the  membership  of  the  Club  was  as  follows : — Blind  62,  Sighted  23,  Honorary  33. 
The  annual  membership  fee  is  2s.  6d. 

The  Club  is  much  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Rose  who,  from  the  outset,  volunteered 
to  act  as  Rowing  and  Sculling  Coach  and  has  given  much  time  to  this  work.  Practices 
have  been  held  throughout  the  year  at  the  Regent’s  Park  Lake,  where  special  facilities 
have  been  given  by  the  Boating  Superintendent. 

The  following  gifts  have  been  made  to  the  Club  : A tub-4  from  Worcester  College 
for  the  Blind  ; 12  oars  (which  by  good  fortune  exactly  fit  the  tub-4)  from  Eton  College 
Rowing  Club ; and  a Sculling  Machine  from  the  Maidenhead  Rowing  Club  which 
has  proved  most  useful  in  instructing  beginners. 

Swimming  practices  are  held  during  the  season  at  the  St.  Marylebone  Baths, 
the  small  first  class  bath  being  hired  by  the  Club.  Mr.  C.  KedweU  has  undertaken 
the  duties  of  swimming  coach. 

Dancing  classes  have  been  held  weekly,  and  were  most  popular  throughout  the 
winter  months.  A number  of  dances  have  been  organised  by  blind  members  of  the 
Club  during  the  winter  in  order  to  raise  funds.  One  evening  a week  is  set  aside 
throughout  the  year  for  indoor  games  such  as  chess,  draughts,  cards,  etc.  Members 
of  this  section  are  hoping  to  arrange  chess  matches  against  other  Social  Clubs  for  the 
Blind.  A programme  of  Rambles  is  arranged  for  the  sununer  season. 

Sighted  volunteers  are  required,  and  it  is  hoped  that  any  friends  of  the  blind 
living  in  London  who  would  be  willing  to  assist  in  any  of  the  Club’s  activities  will 
send  in  their  names  to  the  Honorary  Secretary. 

The  Club  colours,  which  are  Oxford  blue  and  cream,  were  chosen  by  blind  members 
of  the  Committee.  Enamel  Club  badges  are  now  available,  price  6d.  each. 

HOMES  FOR  BLIND  BABIES. 

{See  Plate  IX.) 

Last  year  we  reported  that  we  had  purchased  a house  at  East  Grinstead,  Sussex, 
to  receive  the  blind  babies  who  had  been  temporarily  moved  to  Court  Grange, 
AbbotskersweU,  South  Devon  (see  page  50),  when  the  Home  at  Cherleyw'ood, 
Herts,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1929.  The  structural  alterations  were  com- 
pleted in  the  Autumn  and  just  before  Christmas  the  babies  were  removed  to  the 
Home  at  East  Grinstead,  which  was  officially  opened  in  the  Spring  by  the  Lady 
Adelaide  Colville. 
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Health 
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Babies. 


The 

“ Sunshine 
Days  ” of 
Childhood. 


The  situation  of  the  new  Home  is  ideal,  on  the  slope  of  a hill,  overlooking  the 
open  country  in  a south-easterly  direction.  There  are  wide  lawns  for  the  cluldren 
to  play  on  and  where,  in  the  summer  months,  they  can  take  their  kindergarten  lessons. 
The  Home  itself  has  been  equipped  with  every  modem  device  for  securmg  hygienic 
conditions  and  the  simple  decorative  schemes  adopted  in  the  rooms  have  the  effect 
of  accentuating  sunlight  and  fresh  air.  The  babies  are,  as  it  were,  enveloped  in  light, 
not  only  in  the  light  of  love  and  experience,  but  in  the  actual  light  of  bright  colours 
and  spotless  cleanliness.  The  waUs  are  white  or  orange  or  lemon  yeUow  ; the  friezes 
are  picked  out  in  gay  tints  ; the  clothes  of  the  babies  are  lively  m hue  ; and  around 
them  all  in  the  gardens  are  the  flush  of  bloom  and  the  freshness  of  the  country  air, 
alive  with  the  notes  of  birds.  These  may  seem  strange  details  to  give  of  a Home 
for  babies  who  cannot  see,  but  they  are  essential  details,  for  in  the  future  all  men 
and  women  who  have  been  blind  from  birth  should  be  able  to  look  back  for  constant 
inspiration  to  a childhood  spent  amongst  beautiful  surroundings,  to  the  years  when 
their  characters  were  moulded  in  the  fragrance  and  peace  of  the  countryside. 

Needless  to  say,  the  principles  of  suitable  environment  applied  at  East  Grinstead 
have  only  followed  those  adopted  at  our  two  other  Sunshine  Homes,  that  at  Southport, 
Lancashire,  and  that  at  Leamington  Spa,  Warwickshire,  and  we  are  happy  to  report 
that  the  three  Homes  provide  accommodation  for  practically  all  mentally  normal 
blind  babies  in  England  and  Wales  to-day. 

There  are,  unfortunately,  many  blind  babies  whom  we  cannot  receive  into  the 
Homes — babies  not  only  blind  but  mentally  defective.  It  would  obviously  be  unwise 
to  bring  up  babies  such  as  these  unfortunate  little  mites  side  by  side  with  babies  of 
normal  intelligence.  Great  care  is  therefore  taken  in  the  examination  of  all  babies 
for  whom  application  for  admission  to  the  Homes  is  made.  There  are  some  babies, 
however,  whose  deficient  mentality  may  be  improved,  if  not  cured,  under  careful 
training  in  suitable  surroundings,  and  for  these  cases  an  Observation  Ward  has  been 
included  in  the  new  Home  at  East  Grinstead. 


Abbotsher  swell, 

Southport. 

Leamington. 

now  at  East  Grinstead. 

Number  in  Homes  on  .3 1st 

March,  1930 

29 

29 

24 

Add  Admissions  during  year 

12 

6 

9 

41 

35 

33 

Less  Discharges* 

12t 

0 

Totals  on  3Ist  March,  1931 

29 

29 

26 

♦Transferred  to  Residential  or 

Day  School  for  the  Blind 

or  discharged 

as  unsuitable 

for  further  retention — mental  and  physical  disabilities, 
tincludiug  one  death, 
j Including  two  deaths. 


Despite  the  fact  that  most  of  the  babies  when  admitted  to  the  Homes  are  in  a 
poor  and  sickly  condition,  the  health  of  the  babies  has  been  very  satisfactory  during 
the  year.  A rosy  complexion  and  firm  dimpled  limbs  have  been  acquired  % many 
a poor  little  weakling  at  the  Homes,  and  eye  operations  have  been  generally  successful 
in  relieving  discomfort.  In  one  case,  at  Leamington,  an  operation  on  a baby  born 
with  cataract  of  both  eyes  has  resulted  in  giving  the  child  enough  sight  to  distinguish 
large  objects,  and  we  wish  that  every  supporter  of  the  Homes  could  witness  the  joyful 
difference  this  has  made  in  one  child’s  life  nowadays.  That  alone,  we  believe,  would 
give  them  complete  satisfaction. 

We  could  fill  our  pages  with  vignettes  of  infant  hfe  at  the  Homes — each  one 
affording  an  insight  into  the  souls  of  these  lovable  little  children,  so  unhappy  in  the 
circumstances  of  their  birth,  so  happy  in  the  circumstances  of  their  training. 

At  Leamington,  the  children  planted  a row  of  cauliflowers.  They  were  so 
interested  in  the  progress  of  the  plants,  that  only  one  survived  the  investigations  of 
many  little  hands,  and  one  day  that  one  was  cut  and  carried  with  great  excitement 

[Cimlinued  on  page  45. 
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Single  copies  of  Braille  text-books  for  students 
are  made  with  Braille  writing  machines  by  volun- 
tary writers  in  their  own  homes,  while  voluntary 
readers  dictate  the  original  work  to  blind  proof- 
readers, who  indicate  any  necessary  corrections. 


From  the  .Students  Library  so  formed  books  are 
lent  gratis,  not  only  to  students  but  to  professional 
blind  men  and  women.  The  Rev.  Canon 
C.  E.  Bolam.  the  Institute’s  blind  Chief  Chaplain, 
finds  the  Library  of  great  use  in  his  work. 
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The  blind  mathematician  is  able  to  work 
out  geometrical  problems  from  Braille 
diagrams  on  a special  board  with  special 
compasses,  rules,  and  other  mathematical  instruments.  A rubber  mat  enables  him  to 
draw  diagrams  on  paper  and  to  feel  the  raised  outlines  without  turning  over  the  sheet. 


An  atlas  of  the  world,  for  the  blind,  is  nearing 
completion.  Coast  line,  mountains,  rivers,  and 
the  position  of  towns  can  be  felt  by  the  fingers. 


One  of  many  educational 
models;  a blind  girl 
tracing  the  passages 
in  the  Great  Pyramid. 
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Science  and  in^elltion  have  come  to  the  aid  of  the  blind,  and  these  pictures  illustrate  some 
’ of  the  many  means  which  have  been  devised  to  overcome  the  handicap  of  blindness. 


Many  games  have  been  adapted  for 
the  use  of  the  blind.  They  play  their 
favourite  game  of  chess,  in  which  they 
excel,  with  special  pieces  on  a board 
with  alternate  raised  and  sunken  squares.  One  of  the  most  recent  games  to  be  adapted  for  the 
blind  is  Corinthian  bagatelle  ; the  value  of  the  enclosures  and  holes  is  indicated  in  Braille. 


The  “ Pyke  ” Duplicator,  a recent  invention,  has 
solved  a problem  of  great  importance  - the  repro- 
duction of  Braille  from  hand-made  Braille  sheets. 
The  completed  machine  is  shown  with  its  inventor, 
Mr.  E.  J.  Pyke,  the  Institute’s  Technical  Officer, 


The  Institute’s  Museum  of  Blindiana,  opened 
this  year,  illustrates  the  evolution  of  embossed 
printing,  apparatus,  and  appliances  for  the 
blind.  This  is  the  first  museum  of  its  kind  to 
be  opened  in  this  country. 
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Fully  competent  blind  shorthand  typists  are 
employed  at  the  Institute,  in  Government 
offices,  and  in  many  businesses.  They  take 
down  dictation  in  Braille  shorthand  on  a 
paper  tape,  from  which  they  transcribe 
their  notes  on  an  ordinary  typewriter. 


Blind  telephonists  are  widely  employed. 
The  picture  shows  one  of  the  blind 
telephonists  at  the  Institute,  operating 
a board  of  four  lines  anti  sixty  extensions. 


Blind  men  are  being  established 
with  success  as  managers  of  kiosks 
in  office  buildings,  selling  tobacco, 
confectionery,  stationery,  etc. 
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Tlie  Institute  employs  many  blind 
people  in  carrying  on  its  work, 
and  secures  employment  for  the 
blind  in  various  trades  and  indus- 
tries. A thorough  and  extensive 
survey  of  all  present  and  possible 
occupations  is  now  being  made. 


The  employment  of  the  blind  in  indus- 
tries generally  employing  sighted  labour 
is  progressing  slowly  but  surely. 
The  pictures  show  blind  girls  engaged 
in  sweet-wrapping,  fly-press  work  in 
a toy  factory,  and  in  soap-wrapping. 


Tbe  blind  are  fully  capable  of  occupying 
big  executive  positions.  The  photograph 
shows  the  Head  of  the  Institute’s  Services 
fortheBlindlJepartmentatwork  in  his  office. 


PL.M'E  IV. 


ILIEIISILICIE  IE0ILICS 


AND  CLUIET 
RECREATION 


Reading  the  Braille  maga 
zines  and  chatting  at  the  Insti 
tute’s  Hostel  for  Blind  Women 


Blind  men  an<l  women  “ fours  " practis- 
ing on  Regent's  Bark  Lake.  I'hey  are 
members  of  the  Sports  (.liib  for  the 
Blind  colours.  Oxford  blue  and  cream. 


Listening  to  the  wireless  pro- 
gramme. with  the  “ Braille  Radio 
Times  ” for  ready  reference. 
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AT  THE  SEASIDE 

Scenes  from  Ihe  Institule’s 
Coitealcscenl  and  Holiday  Home 


Serious  amusement  ; a knotty  point 
in  politics,  or  perhaps  a discussion  on 
the  coming  football  season  and  the 
merits  of  favourite  teams. 


A round  of  whist.  The  playing 
cards  used  by  the  blind  are 
marked  in  Braille  at  the 
corners. 


The  blind  love  music,  and 
a gramophone  with  banjo 
accompaniment  provides 
an  excellent  open-air 
promenade  concert. 


Tea  and  talk  in  a shady 
corner  of  the  garden. 
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AND  THE  BLIND  MUSICIAN 


Special  musical  works  required 
by  blind  musicians  and  music 
students  are  copied  into  Braille  by 
hand.  The  picture  shows  a blind 
man  writing  music  with  a stylus . 


General  musical  works  are  produced 
in  the  same  way  as  Braille  books. 
Here,  the  Braille  proofs  of  a piece  of 
music  are  being  checked  by  a blind 
reader  from  dictation . prior  to  printing. 


-A.  blind  organist  “ looking 
over  ” a piece  of  music  from 
the  Braille  copy  in  his  lap. 


By  means  of  the  Braille  Music 
Notation  System,  the  simplest 
melody  and  the  most  compli- 
cated orchestral  score  can  both 
be  transcribed  into  Braille. 
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How  the 
Babies  are 
Trained. 


Visit  of 
H.R.H. 
Princess 
Beatrice. 


to  the  kitchen  to  be  cooked.  Since  then,  every  time  a cauliflower  appears  for  dinner 
there  is  a most  animated  discussion  as  to  when  it  grew,  how  it  grew,  and  what  it 
grew  into,  and  on  one  occasion,  when  asked  to  name  some  of  the  things  we  have  to 
thank  God  for  making  to  grow,  they  shouted  as  with  one  voice  " Cauliflowers  ! " 

A puppy  named  " Paddy  ” was  added  to  the  collection  of  pet  animals.  One 
small  girl  became  lost  in  thought.  And  then  asked  solemnly  : " If  Paddy  cannot 
sing  ‘ Baa,  baa.  Black  Sheep  ’ now  because  he  is  a baby  puppy,  will  he  be  able  to 
sing  it  properly  when  he  grows  up  ? ” 

The  children  revel  in  the  gardens.  They  love  watering  the  flowers,  filling  their 
small  cans  themselves  from  the  tap,  carrying  them  to  the  beds,  and  plentifully  watering 
hands  and  clothes  as  well  as  plants  to  be  sure  that  the  flowers  are  not  left  thirsty. 
And  according  to  the  babies  there’s  nothing  so  sweet  to  eat  as  cress — sown,  tended, 
and  eaten  all  by  oneself  ! As  for  bulbs,  there  is  a constant  progress  to  and  from  the 
house  to  see  and  report  how  fast  they  are  growing  ! 

Kindergarten  methods  adopted  at  the  Homes  include  general  training,  speech 
training,  Braille  reading,  counting,  handwork,  observation,  music,  dancing,  and 
physical  exercises. 

The  general  training  includes  muscular  control,  by  means  of  building,  threading, 
modelling,  etc. ; the  development  of  taste,  touch,  hearing  and  smell ; the  encourage- 
ment of  independence  by  dressing  dolls,  making  doll’s  beds,  fastening  buttons,  tid5dng, 
etc.  ; and  the  development  of  initiative  and  imagination  by  free  play  with  other 
children  or  alone. 

The  Braille  alphabet  is  taught  with  pegs  on  a board,  and  every  child  is  taught  to 
speak  correctly.  It  is  surprising  how  well  many  of  these  children  can  speak  ; their 
pronunciation  is  clear  and  musical. 

Handwork  soon  seems  easy  to  the  busy,  searching  little  fingers,  and  the  children 
appear  to  acquire  a knowledge  of  the  rhythm  and  time  of  music  with  equal  facility. 
Their  powers  of  observation  develop  quickly.  They  are  always  asking  questions 
and  they  must  have  particulars  of  all  that' is  going  on  around  them  in  the  great  unseen 
world. 

The  children  leave  the  Homes  at  the  age  of  five  or  seven  years,  when  they  are 
transferred  to  the  Elementary  Schools  for  the  Blind,  where  they  almost  invariably 
take  good  places.  We  consider  that  all  children  should  be  retained  in  the  Homes 
until  the  age  of  six,  and  that  exceptional  cases  should  be  retained,  as  at  present,  for 
another  year. 

All  supporters  of  the  Homes  were  much  encouraged  by  the  visit  to  the  Head- 
quarters of  the  Institute  on  November  6th,  1930,  of  Her  Royal  Highness  Princess 
Beatrice,  President  of  the  Homes,  who  came  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  the  Bhnd  Babies 
Flag  Days. 


CHORLEYWOOD  COLLEGE  FOR  BLIND  GIRLS. 

{See  Plate  XI.) 

CHORLEYWOOD  COLLEGE  for  Girls  with  Little  or  No  Sight,  at  Chorleywood, 
Herts,  completed  its  10th  year  last  January.  At  the  birthday  celebrations, 
the  roll  of  past  and  present  members  of  the  College  was  read  and  all  who  heard 
it  were  able  to  congratulate  the  training  staff  on  the  fact  that  so  many  girls, 
handicapped  with  blindness  or  defective  sight,  have  been  laimched  on  happy  and 
prosperous  careers.  These  successes  form  the  outstanding  proof  that  the  College 
is  meeting  a real  need — a need  for  the  education  on  Public  School  lines  of  blind  girls 
who,  otherwise,  would  have  very  little  chance  of  developing  their  intellectual  gifts 
and  following  useful  careers  in  the  progressive  society  of  to-day. 
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The  year  under  review  has  been  one  of  steady  progress.  At  the  top  Jchool^ 
two  drls  moved  on  at  the  end  of  the  School  year- one  with  a scholarship  to  Lady 
Margaret  Hall  Oxford  ; the  other  to  St.  Francis  College,  Sudbiiry  Hill,  to  follow  a 
course  of  study  in  Social  .Service.  The  School  Certificate  has  been  the  immeaiate 
aim  of  the  pupils  in  the  main  School,  but  gardening  poultry  keeping,  the  Crafts 
Guild  and  other  voluntary  enterprises  have  claimed  time  and  energy.  Severa. 
matches  in  Sport  X— the  game  invented  specially  for  the  pupils  teve  been  arranged 
and  won  while  the  netball  tennis,  for  partially-sighted  girls  only,  has  reached  a good 
standard.  The  number  of  “ deep  end  ” swimmers  has  increased,  and  the  arrangement 
of  swimming  competitions  with  other  Schools  will  soon  be  possible. 

Every  February  the  School  gives  an  entertainment  of  which  every  item  is  onginal 
and  in  which  everj'  member  of  the  College  takes  part.  This  year  s programme 
included  two  three-act  plays,  musical,  instrumental,  and  vocal  recitations,  ^d 
dancing,  and  provided  plenty  of  evidence  that  the  School  does  not  lack  vitality, 
enterprise  and  talent. 

A good  idea  of  the  wide  interests  of  the  pupils  and  of  their  iimreasing  activities 
can  be  gathered  from  an  editorial  note  in  the  last  issue  of  the  College  Ma^zine . 
" The  functions  to  be  recorded  include  a lecture  on  the  League  of  Nations  at  Ha^ow 
High  School,  a visit  to  the  Children’s  Theatre,  an  entertainment  given  by  the  School 
on  behalf  of  the  Girton  Building  Fund,  attendance  at  a performance  of  ^^e 
Gondoliers,”  the  Fancy  Dress  Dance,  an  entertainment  arranged  by  the  School  for 
the  workers  on  the  estate,  a talk  on  Coal,  home-grown  Charades,  a recital  by  a string 
quartet,  and  an  At  Flome  to  friends  in  the  neighbourhood.” 

At  present  there  are  33  pupils  at  the  College.  There  is  accommodation  for  45. 

Encouraging  reports  have  reached  us  from  old  girls.  Four  pupils  who  qualified 
in  teaching  last  year  have  been  appointed  to  good  posts  ; the  two  Froebel  students 
at  the  Maud  Grey  Training  College  have  gained  good  certificates  ; one  old  student 
has  passed  at  the  Royal  College  of  Music  the  A.R.C.M.  (piano  teaching),  incluchng 
harmony  and  counterpoint;  another,  in  her  first  year  at  St.  Andrews  University, 
has  passed  three  subjects  towards  the  De^ee  ; the  Chorle3nvood  College  girl  at 
Girton  has  completed  her  Honours  Degree  in  English,  and  is  now  beginning  work 
for  the  theological  Tripos  at  Cambridge.  One  girl,  who  came  to  the  College  to  save 
her  sight,  has  completed  the  certificate  of  the  S.S.T.L,  and  has  been  appointed  as 
Stciff  Nurse  at  the  County  Sanatorium.  Both  the  School  Teachers’  and  Home 
Teachers’  Certificates  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  have  been  gained  by 
another  old  student,  who  has  also  been  awarded  the  Maegregor  prize  for  the  best 
scheme  for  teaching  Braille  and  Moon. 

These  details  reflect  honour  on  the  pupils  and  training  staff  alike.  They  shew 
that  blindness  is  no  insuperable  handicap  to  academic  honours  or  distinguished 
careers.  Blind  men  have  proved  their  capabilities  in  the  professions  for  mairy  years 
now,  but  it  is  only  recently  that  Chorleywood  College  has  been  able  to  illuminate 
new  paths  through  the  darkness  for  talented  blind  girls. 


MASSAGE  SCHOOL  AND  SETTLEMENT  OF 
BLIND  MASSEURS. 

{See  Plate  VII.) 

The  Institute’s  School  of  Massage,  Medical  G3nnnastics  and  Medical  Electricity 
is  the  headquarters  for  the  training  of  blind  Massage  students  of  both  sexes 
in  Great  Britain,  and  is  recognised  by  the  Chartered  Society  of  Massage  and 
Medical  Gymnastics  and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Education.  The  training 
of  blind  students  in  Medical  Electricity  (comprising  the  following  subjects  : Faradism, 
Gedvanism,  Sinusoidal  Current,  Radiant  Heat,  High  Frequency)  is  also  recognized 
by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  by  whom  a special  diploma  has  been  issued  to  blind 
students  who  successfully  qualify  in  the  Electrical  examinations. 
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In  addition  to  the  Principal  and  assistant  teachers  attached  to  the  School, 
there  are  two  visiting  lecturers,  Surgeon-Commander  G.  Murray  Lcvick,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Electricity  section,  and  Mr.  P.  Jenner 
Verrall,  E.R.C.S.,  who  lectures  on  Modem  Orthopaedics  and  gives  valuable  assistance 
in  connection  with  the  Massage  Library.  Mr.  C.  C.  Worster-Drought,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P., 
is  Honorary  Medical  Consultant  to  the  School.  A special  course  of  instruction  in 
Educational  Gymnastics  is  included  in  the  training,  and  this  class  is  taken  by  a sighted 
Chartered  Masseuse  (Chelsea  Physical  Training  College),  a member  of  the  Ling 
Association. 

Massage  students,  during  their  training,  attend  at  three  of  the  large  London 
hospitals,  in  order  to  gain  clinical  experience  on  patients  under  medical  supervision — 
by  courtesy  of  the  Hampstead  General  Hospital  (men),  St.  George’s  Hospital  (women) 
and  the  National  Hospital  (both  sets  of  students  for  Electrical  work). 

The  Year’s 
Results. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1931  : 

27  students  attended  the  School. 

12  students  presented  themselves  for  examination  in  Massage,  Medical  Gymnastics 
and  Medical  Electricity,  successfully  qualified  and  duly  passed  out. 

1 student  took  Post-graduate  Course  in  Medical  Electricity  and  successfully  qualified. 

Of  students  who  passed  out 

9 have  started  in  private  practice  and  opened  private  clinics  of  their  own.  They 
are  all  making  satisfactory  progress. 

3 have  returned  home  overseas — one  to  South  Africa,  where  he  has  made  a markedly 
successful  start  ; one  to  Canada,  who  only  arrived  recently  and  has  already 
made  a start ; and  one,  who  has  only  just  returned  to  New  Zealand,  where 
he  hopes  to  get  settled  very  shortly. 

1 settlement  at  present  being  handled. 

7 students  have  benefited  from  the  full  number  of  Scholarships  awarded  by  Gardner’s 

Trust  for  the  Blind. 

14  students  are  at  present  in  training,  including  one  South  African,  two  from 
Scotland  and  one  from  Wales ; three  are  former  Worcester  College  boys, 
and  two  from  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Craigmillar  Park,  Edinburgh. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  an  increased  number  of  students  from  overseas 
are  applying  and  being  accepted  for  training. 

Of  the  27  students  who  attended  the  Massage  School  during  the  past  year,  13 
have  been  assisted  by  Local  Education  Authorities,  four  by  the  Blind  ex-Service 
Men’s  Fund  of  the  National  Institute,  and  seven  by  St.  Dunstan’s. 

An 

Advanced 
Course  of 

An  interesting  experiment  is  at  present  being  carried  out  in  the  School  in 
connection  with  an  advanced  course  in  Electro-Therapeutics.  Four  totally  blind 
candidates — two  from  the  National  Institute  and  two  from  St.  Dimstan's — were 

Electro-  specially  selected  to  undergo  this  experiment,  the  results  of  which  will  largely  determine 
Therapeutics,  whether  the  present  syllabus  of  Medical  Electricity  shall  be  augmented  to  include 
additional  treatments.  In  connection  with  this  course,  several  interesting  devices 


Settlement 
of  Blind 
Masseurs 
and 

Masseuses. 

have  been  made  by  a firm  of  electrical  instrument  makers,  to  enable  blind  operators 
to  carry  out  these  treatments  vrth  ease  and  efficiency. 

Signal  service  is  rendered  to  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses  in  practice  by  the 
Massage  Department,  which  handlesj^the  settlement  of  students  at  the  end  ^ of  [their 
training.  In  addition  to  watching  over  their  interests  in  every  aspect  of  their 
professional  work,  aU  possible  steps  are  taken  to  secure  work  for  them  and  to  bring 
their  names  prominently  before  the  medical  profession  and  the'public  generally. 
Personal  letters  are  sent  out  to  all  the  medical  men  practising  in  the  districts  of  a 
newly  established  blind  masseur  or  masseuse,  advertisements  are  inserted  in  suitable 
journals,  and  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  arrange  for  articles  describing  their 
work  to  appear  in  both  medical  journals  and  the  lay  press. 
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The  purchase  of  Massage  and  Electrical  appliances  and  accessories  to  «"able 
thP  blind  masseur  to  carry  out  his  professional  duties  receives  ever-increasmg  care 
a?d  altentTon  and  arraSments  hZve  been  effected  whereby  the  purchasing  cos 
is  considerably  reduced.  Close  on  1 ,000  orders  were  placed  on  behalf  of  blind  masseurs 
and  masseuses  during  the  past  year. 

The  ■■  Massage  Journal  ” (in  Braille)  and  the  Massage  Library  of  Braille  text-books, 
etc  (to  which  many  valuable  additions  have  been  made  recently),  are  both  available 
to  the  blind  student  after  qualifying,  and  form  a valuable  link  between  the  Massage 
Department  and  post-graduate  students. 

This  Association,  which  is  registered  under  the  Board  of  Irade  and  licensed 
annually  by  the  London  County  Council  as  an  employment  agency,  is  a professiona 
body  which  represents  and  safeguards'the  interests  of  blind  chartered  masseurs  and 

masseuses.  tznTr 

The  Association,  which  is  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  Robert  Jones, 

C B F R C S etc.  continues  to  work  in  close  co-operation  with  our  Massage  Depart- 
ment and  School,  and  also  with  St.  Dunstan’s  Massage  Advisory  Comimttee  ; m 
conjunction  with  the  latter  body,  the  Association  has  handled  .several  matters  during 
the  past  year,  affecting  the  interests  of  both  civilian  and  war-blinded  masseurs. 

Below  we  give  extracts  from  the  many  letters  received  during  the  past  year  from 
blind  masseurs  and  masseuses  : — 


” A new  lease  of  life." 

" It  hardly  seems  just  over  three  years  since  I was  settled  in  private  practice 
here  by  the  National  Institute.  Time  passes  very  quickly  when  one  has  interesting 
work  to  do,  and  my  practice  has  shown  such  rapid  strides  that  I have  very  httle 
time  to  think  of  anything  else.  It  is  good  to  be  at  work  again  ! I seem  to  have 
taken  on  a new  lease  of  life  since  I started  my  Massage  training.  The  clmic  is 
looking  splendid  and  patients  often  remark  on  the  restful  colour  scheme.  Before 
closing,  1 should  like  to  thank  the  National  Institute  for  all  they  have  done  for jne. 
the  A.C.B.M.  for  the  great  assistance  I have  received  from  time  to  time  since  I have 
been  in  practice,  and,  last  but  not  least,  your  Department  for  all  the  practical 
advice  and  cheerful  encouragement  which  you  have  never  failed  to  give  me  in  time 
of  need.”  ,, 

” Good  friends — such  as  the  Massage  Department. 

**  May  you  long  be  spared  to  carry  on  the  good  work  on  our  behalf.  The 
blind  have  a hard  struggle  before  them  to  get  a footing  in  the  seeing  world,  far 
harder  than  a good  many  realise,  but  with  a few  good  friends  behind  us,  such  as  the 
Massage  Department,  we  can  do  far  more  than  we  should  ever  accomplish  on  our  own . 


A thank-offering  of  ;£100  from  a blind  masseur. 

*'  For  some  years  I have  been  saving  whatever  money  I could  set  aside  from 
my  work.  ...  I wish  to  give  ;^100  as  a gift  to  the  National  Institute  in  recog- 
nition of  the  valuable  training  I received  in  the  Mcissage  School  and  my  subsequent 
settlement  in  private  practice  by  the  Massage  Department.  I shall  be  glad  if 
you  will  be  good  enough  to  take  what  steps  may  be  necessary  to  have  this  amount 
of  ,^100  specially  earmarked  for  the  use  of  the  Massage  School  and  Department,  for 
the  purchase  of  new  apparatus  for  the  School  or  any  other  purpose  wliich  you  can 
suggest  for  the  furtherance  of  the  good  work  in  the  Massage  world.  As  an  old 
student  I know  only  too  well  that  every  penny  will  be  put  to  the  best  advantage 
in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  students  that  pass  through  the  School.  I know  that 
without  the  help  that  has  always  been  given  to  me  in  all  my  difficulties,  I could  never 
have  made  half  the  strides  in  my  profession  that  I have  done.  Perhaps  you  do 
not  know  it,  but  I do,  and  the  hope  of  every  student  past  and  present  is  that  the 
Massage  Department  and  School  \vill  live  for  ever  to  guide  and  steer  the  destinies  of 
the  people  in  the  Massage  world.” 


” I am  now  firmly  established." 

” I feel  I cannot  let  any  longer  lapse  of  time  take  place  without  writing  to 
tell  you  the  benefit  my  removal  to  larger  premises  has  been  to  my  work.  My 
practice  has  increased  to  almost  double  what  it  was  a year  ago,  and  the  conditions 
under  which  1 now  work  are  practically  unequalled.  My  patients  appear  veiy’’ 
interested  in  the  development  of  my  practice,  and  have  often  expressed  their 
admiration  for  the  start  which  the  National  Institute  gave  me.  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  send  you  this  very  cheerful  account  of  my  work  and  success, 
and  to  be  able  to  tell  you,  after  all  you  have  done  for  me,  that  I feel  I am  now 
firmly  established.” 
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HOMES  AND  HOSTELS. 

{See  Plates  V.  and  VI ll.) 

The  following  Homes  and  Hostels,  in  addition  to  the  Homes  for  Blind  Babies, 
are  maintained  by  the  Institute. 

Home  for  Blind  Women,  Brighton. 

Home  for  Blind  Women,  Clifton,  Bristol. 

Guest  House  for  Aged  Blind  Women,  Leamington  Spa. 

Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 

Hostels  for  Blind  Women,  London. 

The  Homes  at  Brighton  and  Clifton  have  been  practically  full  throughout  the 
year.  The  women  have  plenty  of  interesting  occupations,  such  as  knitting,  raffia 
work  and  basket  making,  while  many  are  able  to  read  the  Braille  and  Moon  periodicals. 
The  wireless  programmes  are  thoroughly  appreciated  by  everyone.  Gardening  is 
very  popular  with  some  of  the  younger  women.  Parties,  concerts,  outings  and  other 
forms  of  entertainment  have  been  organised  during  the  year,  and  much  pleasure 
has  been  afforded  by  the  visits  of  friends  who  come  regularly  to  read  aloud  to  the 
women,  to  take  them  for  walks,  and  otherwise  amuse  them.  The  proprietors  of 
Cinemas,  Theatres  and  Concert  Halls  have  been  very  generous  m the  distribution 
of  free  tickets  for  concerts  and  shows. 

There  are  17  women  m residence  at  the  Brighton  Home,  some  of  whom  are 
over  70  years  of  age. 

At  the  Clifton  Home  there  are  12  women  in  residence. 


During  the  past  year  the  health  of  the  guests  has,  on  the  whole,  been  good, 
apart  from  an  epidemic  of  influenza  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  increasing 
infirmity  of  the  older  guests,  coupled  with  their  blindness,  gradually  takes  from 
them  the  sense  of  independence  which  is  so  dear  to  them,  but  in  spite  of  this  they 
maintain  a very  cheerful  outlook  and  fully  appreciate  any  httle  episode  which  appeals 
to  their  sense  of  humour — a blessing  which  never  fails  them.  The  younger  women 
are  able  to  enjoy  daily  walks  and  various  concerts  and  entertainments,  to  which 
they  are  escorted  by  local  visitors,  who  are  always  ready  to  help  in  every  possible 
way.  There  are  a regular  number  of  daily  readers  and  visitors,  including  some 
musical  friends  who  are  very  popular  with  the  guests.  One  afternoon  a week  is 
specially  devoted  to  music,  and  it  is  good  to  hear  the  voices  of  these  blind  women 
full  of  spirit  as  they  join  in  singing  the  old  songs  of  their  youth,  and  the  more  modern 
songs,  which  they  never  fail  to  learn. 

Various  alterations  and  redecorations  have  been  made  during  the  year  in  which 
the  guests  have  taken  a great  interest.  It  is  interesting  to  note  how  sensitive  are 
the  blind  to  their  surroundings  and  how  much  they  realise  the  comforts  and  beauty 
of  home. 

The  Guest  House  was  formerly  at  Hoole  Bank,  Chester,  but  was  removed  a 
few  years  ago  to  the  more  central  position  at  Leamington.  Several  propositions 
for  the  future  use  of  Hoole  Bank  are  being  considered. 


During  the  year  the  following  were  admitted  to  this  Home  : 


Women  205 
Men  226 


( 124  Convalescents 
j 268  Holiday  Guests 
( 39  Sighted  Guests 


Total  431 


The  Dickens  Fellowship  presented  this  Home  to  the  Institute,  and  the  spirit 
which  prevails  in  it  would  have  delighted  Dickens  himself.  One  can  imagine  the 
pleasure  he  would  take  in  reading  the  hundreds  of  letters  received  by  the  Matron 
from  visitors,  and  their  relatives  and  friends,  after  visiting  the  Home,  and  no 
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description  can  equal  the  vivid  portrayal  of  life  at  the  Home  which  these  letters 
give.  The  following  extracts  are  typical 

Most  enjoyable  holidays. 

" 1 should  like  to  thank  you  and  the  rest  of  the  staff  for  the  most  enjoyable 
holiday.  I hope  I shall  see  you  again  next  year.” 

■'  I thank  you  all  for  your  great  kindness  to  them.  They  have  had  a most 
enjoyable  holiday  and  look  ever  so  well.” 

" I do  not  think  it  is  possible  for  me  to  enjoy  a holiday  like  that  again.” 

" The  food  was  splendid.” 

” Father  enjoyed  himself  immensely,  and  he  said  everything,  including  the 
food,  was  splendid.  I can  assure  you  that  it  was  one  of  the  jolliest  Christmastimcs 
1 have  ever  spent,  and  I hope  it  will  be  repeated  another  time. 

" Thank  you  ever  so  much  for  your  many  kindnesses.” 

" Everything  was  wonderful." 

” Thank  you  and  all  the  staff  for  all  the  nice  things  and  the  splendid  time  you 
gave  me.  Everything  was  wonderful.” 

” It  has  been  a lovely  time  to  think  about.” 

''  My  husband  cannot  speak  too  liighly  of  the  Home.  I he  change  at  St. 
Leonards  lias  been  great,  for  he  seems  so  much  happier.” 

" I can  never  repay  you." 

" Please  accept  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  lovely  flowers  you  so  kindly  gave 
to  uncle.  You  were  all  so  kind  and  you  made  him  so  happy.  Everyone  would 
think  he  had  everything  in  the  world  to  be  thankful  for.  I can  never  repay  you.” 

'■  I feel  so  grateful  for  the  good  food,  so  varied.  How  I enjoyed  every  rrieal, 
the  general  comfort  and  the  kindness  of  you  and  the  staff.  The  kindliest  greetings 
to  you  and  all  the  girls.” 

" That  wonderful  sense  of  freedom." 

" We  could  not  possibly  have  felt  more  at  home  anywhere.  Joe,  like  the 
rest  of  us,  felt  that  wonderful  sense  of  freedom.  Isn’t  that  grand  ? ” 

" Our  doctor  is  delighted  with  the  improvement  in  her  health.  He  says  it 
speaks  well  for  your  home.” 

We  axe  tempted  to  continue  these  quotations,  as  they  throw  so  strong  a light 
on  the  sterling  qualities  of  the  blind  generally — their  patience,  their  good  humour, 
their  keen  appreciation  of  the  right  kind  of  kindness,  their  sincere  gratitude.  Not 
the  least  to  be  encouraged  by  these  charming  letters  of  thanks  will  be  the  many 
visitors  and  voluntary  helpers  at  St.  Leonards,  who  devote  so  many  hours  of  their 
leisure  to  helping  the  blind  guests.  They,  we  know,  will  be  amply  repaid  by  letters 
which  show  how  deep  is  the  gratitude  for  true  sympathy,  exemplified  so  many 
thousands  of  times  in  all  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Hostels  for  7 and  12  bhnd  women  respectively  at  8 and  9,  Oval  Road, 
Gloucester  Road,  Regent’s  Park,  N.W.l,  have  been  successfully  continued  during 
the  year.  They  provide  lodgmg  and  breakfast ; otherwise  the  blind  women,  mostly 
our  own  employees  or  students,  keep  house  for  themselves  in  single  or  double  bed- 
sitting rooms. 

In  1929,  when  our  Blind  Babies  Home  at  Chorlej'wood  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
the  late  Rev.  A.  T.  Dence  presented  to  the  Institute  a house  named  Court  Grange,” 
at  Abbotskerswell,  South  Devon.  The  babies  occupied  this  house  until  the  new 
Home  at  East  Grinstead  was  ready  for  them  (see  page  35).  We  have  now  decided 
to  use  “ Court  Grange  ” as  a Home  for  Retarded  Blind  Children  between  the  ages 
of  7 and  16  who  are  considered  to  be  educable.  It  wdl  be  the  first  Home  of  its  kind 
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in  this  country  and  will  meet  a long-felt  need.  It  is  impossible  to  expect  the  individual 
attention  and  special  experience  which  such  cases  require  in  ordinary  Elementary 
Schools  for  the  Blind.  Yet  without  such  attention  and  experience  it  is  possible 
that  the  retarded  child  may  definitely  become  the  mentally  deficient  adult.  The 
object  of  the  new  Home  is  to  reverse  the  process  by  transforming  the  abnormal  child 
into  the  normal  adult. 

Structural  alterations  have  been  put  in  hand,  and  we  hope  to  open  the  Home 
next  year.  It  will  be  available  for  retarded  blind  children  in  all  parts’of  the  country, 
but  no  cases  of  certified  mental  deficiency  will  be  admitted. 

The  establishment  of  this  Home  will,  of  course,  entail  heavy  expenditure,  and 
we  make  an  earnest  appeal  for  funds  to  cover  the  initial  cost.  We  believe  this  appeal 
will  not  be  in  vain,  because  the  new  Home  will  open  vistas  of  hope  before  children 
whose  future  is  now  dark  with  the  shadows  of  complicated  sorrows,  and  whose  only 
chance  in  life  lies  in  the  light  that  can  touch  and  quicken  the  source  of  the  inner  vision. 


THE  BLIND  HOME  WORKERS’  SCHEME. 

(See  Plate  X.) 

IN  all  parts  of  the  country  Blind  Home  Workers’  Schemes  are  in  force.  Their 
object  is  to  assist  the  many  thousands  of  blind  men  and  women  who,  obliged 
for  various  reasons  to  work  at  home,  are  engaged  in  various  handicrafts,  such 
as  mat,  brush  and  basket  making,  knitting,  chair  caning,  etc.  Tools  and 
equipment  are  provided  ; raw  materials  are  supplied  at  cost  price  ; the  handwork 
is  supervised  by  experts  and  instruction  given  when  needed  ; orders  are  secured  and 
goods  are  marketed. 

We  are  responsible  for  the  Home  Workers’  Scheme  operating  in  the  metropolitan 
district  south  of  the  Thames  and  in  the  counties  of  Kent,  Surrey,  Sussex  and  Hamp- 
shire. It  is  administered  from  Reigate,  Surrey,  where  the  raw  materials  are  stored 
and  supplied  to  workers  as  required,  and  where  the  finished  articles  are  received 
for  distribution.  From  this  Depot  the  supervising  visitors  proceed  each  day  on  their 
journeys  to  various  parts  of  the  area,  and  travelling  vans  begin  their  tours  through 
the  counties  ; and  here  every  article  received  from  home  workers  is  carefully  examined 
prior  to  despatch  to  fulfil  an  order  or  for  exhibition  at  bazaars  and  sales  of  work. 
This  procedure  does  not  interfere  with  the  marketing  of  goods  by  the  blind  workers 
themselves.  Initiative  in  obtaining  orders  personally  is  always  encouraged. 

The  number  of  home  workers  in  this  area  is  at  present  267  and  they  are  engaged 
in  occupations  as  follows  : 


Macliine  Knitting 
Weaving 
Hand  Knitting 
Basket  Making 
Chair  Seating 
Mat  Making 
Pianoforte  Tuning 
Wood  Chopping 
Music  Teaching 
Carpentry  . . 

Boot  Itepairing 
Brush  Making 


60 

2 

13 

45 

24 

18 

79 

8 

7 

2 

6 

3 


The  total  earnings  of  home  workers  during  the  year  amounted  to  £11,703, 
representing  an  increase  of  £1,.59G  on  the  total  earnings  in  the  previous  year.  In 
addition  the  County  and  County  Borough  Councils,  on  whose  behalf  we  conduct 
the  Scheme,  made  grants  in  augmentation  of  earnings  amounting  to  a total  of  £5,453. 
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The  Year’s 
Sales. 


Travelling 
Sales  Vans. 


Exhibitions 
and  Sales 
of  Work. 


Price  List 
of  Goods 
Made. 


Buy  from 
the  Blind. 


Support 

British 

Industries. 


The  total  sales  of  finished  goods  to  the  public  and  of  materials  to  home  workers 
amounted  to  a value  in  cash  of  £15.042,  representing  an  increa.se  of  £9Go  over  the 
previous  year  and  establishing  a record.  The  sales  of  finished  goods  amounted  to 
ni  512  and  the  sales  of  materials  to  home  workers  and  other  blind  persons  amounted 
to  £3,530.  The  Institute  purchased  finished  goods  to  the  value  of  £7,530  from  home 
workers. 


Our  motor  sales  vans,  stocked  with  every  type  of  goods  made  by  the  blind 
home  workers,  make  periodical  tours  through  the  counties,  visiting  all  the  towns 
and  the  villages,  even  those  in  remote  districts  where  their  arrival  is  always  welcome. 
A new  motor  van  was  purchased  during  the  year  to  cover  Hampshire. 


Many  Exhibitions  and  Sales  of  Work  have  been  organised.  Their  results  show 
a slight  falling  off  from  those  of  the  previous  year,  but  this  is  probably  due  to  the 
prevailing  industrial  depression  which  has  reduced  the  purchasing  powers  of  almost 
everyone.  Renewed  efforts  to  stimulate  sales  are  being  made,  and  we  hope  that 
these  will  receive  the  sympathetic  support  of  local  residents  in  the  districts  covered. 

During  the  year  we  have  issued  a Price  List  of  household  and  other  goods  made 
by  the  blind,  and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  send  a free  copy  to  any  applicant.  The 
necessity  for  regular  customers  is  urged  in  the  prefatory  note  to  this  Catalogue,  and 
emphasis  is  laid  on  the  fact  that  the  blind  handicraftsmen  are  kept  fully  acquainted 
with  the  latest  designs  and  market  requirements.  The  Catalogue  contains  clear 
illustrations  and  full  particulars  and  prices  of  the  various  goods  offered  for  sale  : 


Dog  Baskets. 

Letter  Baskets. 

Doll’s  Chairs. 

Garden  and  Flower  Baskets  ami 
Hampers. 

Garden  Chairs. 

Trays. 

Hosiery. 

Mats  and  Rugs. 


Waste  Paper  Baskets. 

Shopping  Baskets. 

Domestic  Baskets  and  Hampers. 
Soiled  Linen  Baskets. 

Work  Baskets. 

Stools. 

Tradesman's  Baskets. 

Knitted  Goods. 

Brooms  and  Brushes. 


Particulars  are  also  given  of  chair-seating  in  cane  and  wicker ; jar-casing  ; 
joinery  ; collapsible  stools  and  tables  ; and  pianoforte  tuning. 


To  buy  goods  made  by  the  blind  is  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  of  helping  the 
blind.  It  encourages  the  industry  of  the  blind  worker  ; it  gives  him  the  courage 
to  overcome  his  handicap  by  perfecting  the  work  of  his  fingers  ; it  removes  him  from 
the  class  of  unemployables  to  employables  ; it  helps  him  to  earn  a living  and  not 
beg  for  a living  ; it  fosters  self-respect  and  independence. 

The  goods  offered  for  sale  are  home-made,  hand-made  goods  of  high  quality. 
The  prices  are  slightly  higher  than  the  prices  for  goods  of  a similar  nature  imported 
from  abroad,  but  they  are  superior  in  workmanship,  individuality  and  finish.  In 
buying  goods  made  by  the  blind,  a customer  is  not  only  helping  the  blind  and  securing 
first-rate  articles,  but  is  supporting  British  industries. 

Large  stocks  of  goods  are  on  view  at  our  Showrooms  at  224,  Great  Portland  Street, 
London,  and  31,  Holmesdale  Road,  Reigate.  A postcard  to  either  of  these  addresses 
will  bring  a representative  with  a wide  variety  of  goods  offered  for  sale.  It  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  recently  the  Department  undertook  the  re-caning  of  some  chairs 
for  Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Mary,  Countess  of  Harewood,  who  showed  her 
satisfaction  with  the  work  by  sending  a further  order. 

\Continued  on  page  61. 
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SCHOOL  AND  SETTLEMENT 


The  profession  of  Massage  is  peculiarly  fitted 
for  educated  blind  men  and  women  of  suitable 
character  and  ability,  and  the  blind  masseur  is 
fully  equal  in  skill  to  the  masseur  with  sight. 


Blind  students  at  the 
Massage  School  under- 
going instruction  in 
osteology. 


Blind  students  adminis- 
tering massage  treatment 
to  tlte  back  under  super- 
vision of  blind  instructor. 


The  D 1 i n d 
Principal  of  the 
Massage  School 
illustrating 
movements  of 
lower  jaw  to 
blind  students. 


Electrical  section  : Massage 

student  administering  electrical 
treatment  by  surging  Faradism. 


A blind  masseuse  treating  a 
patient  in  a private  clinic,  fitted 
with  the  most  up-to-date  devices. 
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The  Institute’s  Headquarters  are  in 
I.ondon,  but  centres  of  its  activities  are 
established  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 


Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Southport, 
Lancashire. 


Headquarters  : 

224,  225  and  228  Gt.  Portland  Street,  London,  W.l. 


1 
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College  for  Blind  Girls.  Chorley- 
wood,  Hertfordshire. 


Headquarters,  Home  Industries 
Department,  Reigate,  Surrey. 


Convalescent  and  Holiday 
Home,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea, 
Sussex. 


Guest  House  for  Blind  Women, 
Leamington  Spa,  Warwickshire. 
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School  and  Home  for  Retarded 
Blind  Children. 
Ahbotskerswell,  South  Devon. 


PLATE  VHI. 


’ SHJNSIHINII:  IH0ILII3S  at 


The  institute’s  Homes  for 
Blind  Babies  are  truly  homes. 
The  upbringing  of  the  babies 
is  maternal  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  word,  and  the  Sun- 
shine baby  is  that  happiest, 


Busy  little  fingers  “ learning 
to  see  ” in  the  kindergarten. 


“ That  was  a good  joke — that  was  ! ” 


“Follow  my  leader” 
round  the  gardens, 
to  visit  the  birds,  the 
fruit,  and  the  flowers. 


“ Awake  early  and 
into  the  tub  ! ” begins 
each  sunny  day. 


Fresh  air  gives  good  appetites  and 
rosy  cheeks. 
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SHJNSimiNIE  IE0MIES 


The  enil  of  a perfect  day  - the  nightly 
procession  to  bed. 


Practising  for  the  Sunshine  boat  race 
— Oxford  leading  ! 


Happy  little  sun-bathers  — 
with  scarcely  anything  on  ! 


Siesta  in  the 
sunshine  on  the 
smooth  lawn. 


perhaps,  of  human  beings  - 
a lovable,  normal  little  child. 
The  three  “Sunshine” 
Homes  are  situated  in  the 
north,  centre  and  south  of 
the  country  (see  Plate  VUI). 


“ Good  night  ! Good 
night  ! And  sweet 
golden  dreams!” 
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PL.Vl'K  IX. 


ID IL 1 N ID  D DMIE  WDDIDDDS 


The  blind  knitter  at  work  in 
her  own  home. 


Tlie  household  and  other  goods  made  hy  blind 
handicraftsmen  in  their  own  homes  have  three 
excellent  qualities  : they  are  hand-made,  home- 
made, and  well-made.  The  Institute  assists  the 


Knitted  goods  made  by  blind  home  workers. 


The  Institute’s  travelling  van 
holding  a sale  on  a village 
green  in  Sussex. 


j 

I'rays,  work-baskets,  stools,  and  basket-chairs 
made  by  the  blind. 


aVNID  TllilEIIK  IPIP€!DIJ€TO 


[ 


The  blind  basket-maker. 


blind  home  workers  in  Kent,  Surrey,  Sussex, 
Hampshire  and  London  South  of  the  Thames  in  all 
possible  ways,  including  the  supply  of  raw 
materials  and  the  marketing  of  finished  goods. 


MiSm 


The  blind  mat-maker. 


Every  kind  of  household  broom  and  brush  is 
made  by  the  blind  brush-maker. 


I 
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PL.ATE 


A class-room  during  “ preparation.” 


A demonstration  in  gymnastics. 


€lli€IPILIEyW€€ir)  CCILILIEGIE 

FOR  GIRLS  WITH  LITTLE  OR  NO  SIGHT 


The  aim  of  this  College  is  to  develop  to  the  fullest  extent 
the  mental,  physical  and  social  capabilities  of  each 
pupil,  and  so  open  the  way  to  active  and  useful  careers. 
The  curriculum  and  methods  of  instruction  are  similar 
to  those  of  any  other  Public  School,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  Braille  is  used  for  reading  and  writing. 


Juniors  in  the  hayfield. 


J 

A l.liorleywood  ” .Sport  X ” Eleven. 
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PLATE  XI. 


Committee 
Appointed 
for  Imperial 
Work. 


The  Blind 
of  Gibraltar. 


The  Blind 
in  the  Irish 
Free  State. 


The  Blind 
of  India. 


A School 
for  the  Blind 
in  Cyprus. 


IMPERIAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATION. 

WE  have  always  considered  that  no  Institution  for  the  Blind  should  circumscribe 
its  objects  by  past  achievements  or  existing  activities.  Accordingly, 
while  endeavouring  to  perfect  our  present  national  work  and  to  extend  it, 
we  have  tried — to  quote  from  “ The  New  Beacon  ” — " to  think  imperially 
and  to  recognise  the  existence  of  the  millions  of  blind  people  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  British  Empire  who  offer  fields  of  philanthropic  endeavour  almost  appalling 
in  their  vastness. ’’ 

Close  relationships  have  existed  for  many  years  between  the  Institute  and  the 
National  Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  Canada,  Austraha,  South  Africa  and  New 
Zealand,  and  for  some  time  now  the  discounts  on  the  prices  of  our  embossed  books 
and  music,  formerly  allowed  only  to  residents  in  the  United  Kingdom,  have  been 
extended  to  every  part  of  the  British  Empire.  But  the  year  under  review  has  produced 
several  interesting  developments  in  our  imperial  work,  and  to  deal  with  these  and 
kindred  matters  we  have  appointed  a special  Sub-Committee  on  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  in  the  British  Empire. 

Last  winter  our  Hon.  Chief  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  Canon  C.  E.  Bolam,  who  is  a 
member  of  this  Sub-Committee,  found  time  during  a private  visit  to  Gibraltar  to 
e.xamine  into  the  condition  of  the  blind  in  that  small  British  Dependency.  He 
discovered  that  little  was  being  done.  Later,  therefore,  he  returned  to  Gibraltar 
on  our  behalf  to  address  a meeting  presided  over  by  the  Governor,  and  the  result 
has  been  the  formation  of  the  Gibraltar  Society  for  the  Blmd  and  its  affiliation  to 
the  Institute.  We  are  doing  all  we  can  to  assist  the  Society  and  we  trust  that  the 
blind  in  Gibraltar  will  soon  benefit  from  its  activities. 

Although  the  Blind  Persons  Act  is  operative  in  the  Irish  Free  State,  since  it 
was  passed  in  1920  there  has  been  no  complete  voluntary  system  of  blind  welfare 
work  in  the  State.  This  was  a matter  of  special  interest  and  concern  to  Miss  Alice 
Armitage,  a member  of  our  Council,  whose  father.  Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage,  the  founder 
of  the  Institute,  spent  much  of  his  life  in  Ireland.  Miss  Armitage  gave  much  time 
and  energy  to  arousing  interest  in  the  question,  and  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
convened  a small  private  meeting  in  Dublin  to  consider  the  subject.  At  this  meeting, 
which  was  attended  by  the  Institute’s  Secretary-General,  it  was  decided  to  set  up 
a provisional  Committee  with  the  main  object  of  starting  a movement  that  will 
secure  to  every  blind  person  in  the  Free  State  the  means  of  leading  a fuller  life  with 
greater  opportunities  for  mental  and  social  development.  We  intend  to  help  towards 
the  success  of  this  movement  by  every  means  in  our  power. 

Blindness  is  much  more  prevalent  in  the  East  than  in  Europe,  and  the  condition 
of  the  blind  in  India  is  a blot  on  civilisation.  Unfortunately,  little  can  be  done  without 
a vast  organisation  and  unlimited  funds,  but  we  considered  it  our  duty  to  do  what  we 
could  to  minimise  the  extent  of  the  problem.  Accordmgly,  we  have  devoted  ;^1,000 
for  the  development  of  the  prevention  of  blindness  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind 
in  India,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  Lady  Willingdon,  the  wife  of  the 
present  Viceroy  of  India,  will  take  special  interest  in  this  work. 

In  1928,  Sir  Ronald  Storrs,  Governor  of  Cyprus,  finding  that  nothing  had  been 
done  to  provide  for  the  education  of  the  blind  in  the  island,  formed  a Committee, 
which  raised  sufficient  funds  to  start  a small  School.  It  is  a valuable  experiment, 
and  we  have  assisted  it  by  financial  grants  and  gifts  of  educational  books  and 
appliances. 

These  individual  efforts  to  help  the  blind  in  various  parts  of  the  British  Empire 
are  not  so  extensive  in  character  as  we  should  wish  them  to  be,  but  they  are  indicative 
of  our  desire  to  extend  to  the  blind  of  the  Empire  the  benefits  enjoyed  by  the  blind 
of  the  Mother-country.  Our  first  and  main  duty  is  a national  duty,  but  we  believe 
that  all  our  supporters  will  consider  that  we,  as  British  citizens  directing  a British 
organisation,  are  doing  right  in  endeavouring  ” to  think  imperially.” 
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International 

Action. 


The  Blind 
and  an 
International 
Language. 


Rapid  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  towards  realising  the  ideal  of 
establishing  a permanent  international  body  working  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind 
throughout  the  world. 

The  Institute  has  enjoyed,  for  years  past,  the  beneiit  of  contact  with  Societies 
and  individuals  working  for  the  blind  in  other  lands,  and  has  maintained  cordial 
relationship  with  the  American  Braille  Press  in  Paris,  a body  founded  by  the 
generosity  of  Americans  and  carrying  out  valuable  pioneer  work  in  countries  where 
the  condition  of  the  blind  has  been  backward.  Our  own  responsibility  is  primarily 
to  the  blind  population  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Empire,  but  we  have  always  kept 
in  mind  that  no  national  action  can  in  these  days  be  effective  without  co-operation 
and  collaboration  with  those  who  are  working  elsewhere  for  similar  ends. 

Following  on  the  publication  in  1929  by  the  League  of  Nations  of  a handbook 
on  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  steps  were  taken  to  discuss  further  action  with  the  League 
at  Geneva,  and  our  representatives  at  the  World  Conference  for  the  Blind,  held  in 
the  Spring  of  this  year  in  New  York,  are  able  to  report  on  their  return  that  the 
Conference  founded  a World  Council  for  the  Blind,  which  is  to  have  its  headquarters 
in  Paris,  maintain  contact  with  the  League  of  Nations,  and  work  in  co-operation 
with  the  American  Braille  Press  and  with  the  established  organisations  for  the  blind 
in  all  countries  throughout  the  world. 


Generous  financial  support  for  the  new  World  Council  has  already  been  promised, 
in  particular  by  Mr.  William  Nelson  Cromwell  and  Mr.  M.  C.  Migel.  We  have 
been  glad  to  give  our  Secretary-General  permission  to  serve  on  the  Executive  and 
Managing  Committees  of  the  World  Council,  and  we  most  cordially  wish  it  success 
in  the  important  and  practical  task  to  which  it  has  set  its  hand.  It  should  do  much 
towards  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  blind  and  towards  raising  the  standard 
of  work  for  the  blind  throughout  the  world.  Even  if  we  in  Great  Britain  had  nothing 
to  learn  from  abroad  (and  that  is  certainly  not  the  case),  the  facts  of  blindness  in 
the  world  at  large  make  an  irresistible  appeal  to  the  missionary  spirit  which  has 
always  been  characteristic  of  our  countrymen.  Neglect  of  blindness  anywhere, 
failure  to  take  effective  steps  to  prevent  blindness  when  it  is  preventable,  and 
indifference  towards  the  needs  of  the  blind  in  any  part  of  the  world,  is  a challenge 
to  the  modem  sense  of  world  citizenship,  and  we  hope  that  men  of  British  blood 
will  play  a prominent  part  in  the  work  of  the  World  Council  for  the  Blind  which  has 
happily  now  been  established. 


There  are  many  blind  people  who  are  keenly  interested  in  Esperanto,  and  we 
have  been  able  to  assist  them  in  a number  of  ways.  For  years  we  have  made  an 
annual  grant  towards  the  publication  costs  of  " Esperanta  Ligiio,’'  an  embossed 
magazine  for  blind  Esperantists,  and  when  the  ninth  Congress  of  Blind  Esperantists 
assembled  at  Oxford  in  August,  1930,  we  were  glad  to  take  the  opportunity  to  invite 
the  delegates  to  visit  the  Institute  in  order  to  inspect  the  most  up-to-date  methods 
of  producing  BraiUe  literature  and  to  examine  the  latest  apphances  and  pieces  of 
apparatus.  We  understand  that  the  visit  proved  interesting  and  instructive. 


PROPAGANDA. 

The  propaganda  work  of  the  past  year  has  served  two  purposes  : to  inform  the 
general  public  of  the  needs  of  the  blind  and  of  the  means  through  which  the 
blind  are  being  helped  ; and  to  keep  all  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  touch  with 
one  another. 

It  is  of  first  importance  that  those  who  provide  the  money  to  carry  on  work 
for  the  blind  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  effects  of  that  work,  and  during 
the  year  we  have  distributed  to  the  Press  many  details  of  the  Institute’s  work  and 
of  the  efforts  and  achievements  of  the  blind. 
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Generosity 
of  the  Press. 


“ The  New 
Beacon.” 


Information 

Department. 


New 

Directory 
of  Agencies. 


The  Press  welcomes  such  items,  and  the  value  of  the  publicity  given  by  news- 
papers and  other  periodicals  to  the  information  we  have  provided  is  inestimable. 
Every  Pressman  seems  to  have  a warm  comer  in  his  heart  for  blind  people,  and  in 
spite  of  the  endless  calls  on  Editors  for  space,  their  generosity  towards  the  blind  is 
equally  endless.  Worthy  of  special  mention  are  the  efforts  of  the  local  Press  to  do 
whatever  can  be  done  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  local  blind. 


Our  principal  means  of  keeping  the  various  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  touch 
with  each  other  is  “ The  New  Beacon,"  an  inkprint  periodical  published  every  month 
by  the  Institute.  Its  policy  is  governed  by  one  object  only,  the  welfare  of  the  blind, 
and  it  is  always  ready  to  promote  that  policy  by  giving  publicity  to  all  opinions, 
however  diverse  in  detail,  which  have  a similar  object  in  view.  During  the  year, 
“The  New  Beacon  ” has  published  articles  expressing  different  points  of  view  on 
many  of  the  leading  problems  of  the  Blind  World  to-day,  and  we  believe  that  this 
provision  of  an  open  forum  for  discussion  and  comment  is  serving  a very  useful 
purpose.  Criticism  is  always  useful  if  it  is  open  ; it  is  always  harmful  if  it  is  underhand. 

A further  object  of  “ The  New  Beacon  ” is  to  link  up  work  for  the  blind  in  all 
countries.  Articles  have  been  published  giving  accounts  of  work  for  the  blind  in 
different  parts  of  the  Empire — South  Africa,  Egypt,  etc.  ; in  foreign  countries — Spain, 
Denmark,  etc.  ; and  one  issue,  preceding  the  International  Conference  on  Work 
for  the  Blind  in  New  York,  was  devoted  to  articles  dealing  with  various  aspects  of 
welfare  work  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  " The  New  Beacon  ” is  gradually  extending  its 
circulation  and  its  sphere  of  usefulness.  In  its  new  form  it  was  an  experiment ; 
to-day,  it  is  a success  and  as  such  is  typical  of  the  spirit  of  co-operation  which  now 
pervades  work  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 

A further  illustration  of  how  all  Agencies  for  the  Blind  are  trying  to  make  use 
of  each  other’s  experiences  is  the  constant  call  on  our  Information  Department  for 
facts  and  figures  relative  to  the  blind  throughout  the  world.  This  Department  was 
re-organised  last  year,  and  is  now  fully  competent  to  deal  with  most  questions  con- 
cerning the  condition  of  the  blind  in  different  countries.  The  language  difficulty 
has  been  overcome  by  the  help  of  voluntary  translators,  who  have  assisted  the 
Department  most  generously  by  translating  articles  and  correspondence  in  French, 
German,  Italian,  Dutch,  Danish,  Swedish  and  other  languages. 

The  Department  has  made  special  reports  on  the  conditions  of  the  blind  in  India 
and  on  work  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States  (for  the  use  of  delegates  to  the 
International  Conference),  and  many  new  contacts  have  been  made  with  Societies 
for  the  Blind  abroad. 

At  present  the  Information  Department  is  engaged  in  revising  the  Directory  of 
Agencies  for  the  Blind.  Several  years  ago  this  Directory  was  issued  jointly  by 
Gcirdner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind  and  the  Institute  to  succeed  the  verj'  useful  guide 
compiled  by  the  late  Henry  J.  Wilson,  and  published  by  the  Trust  during  the  time 
Mr.  Wilson  was  its  Secretary.  The  revision  of  the  Directory  entails  much  careful 
work,  but  considerable  help  is  being  rendered  by  the  Union  of  Counties  Associations 
for  the  Blind.  In  order  to  make  the  Directory  as  useful  as  possible,  an  improved 
method  of  arrangement  has  been  adopted,  and  the  Directory  will  be  supplemented 
by  various  articles  dealing  with  such  subjects  as  Postage  Rates  for  Braille  Literature 
and  Legislation  Relative  to  the  Blind,  while  a list  of  embossed  periodicals,  a concise 
bibliography  of  works  on  the  blind,  and  similar  details,  will  be  included.  We  hope 
to  issue  this  Directory  and  Year  Book  annually,  and  we  trust  that  it  will  prove  a 
valuable  handbook,  not  only  to  Institutions  for  the  Blind,  but  to  general  Public 
Libraries  and  to  all  people  with  blind  relatives  or  dependents. 
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A History 
of  the  Blind. 


Another  publication  which  is  now  in  hand  and  which  should  prove  of  great 
interest  and  value  is  a Chronological  Survey  of  Work  for  the  Blind,  with  an  appendix 
on  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  compiled  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Wagg,  a member  of  our  Council. 
Mr.  Wagg  has  devoted  much  time  and  labour  to  this  compilation,  which  should  be 
essential  to  every  Institution  for  the  Blind  and  every  Reference  Library. 


In  connection  with  propaganda  work  our  thanks  are  due,  for  invaluable  assist- 
ance, to  the  Right  Hon.  C.  A.  McCurdy,  K.C.,  the  Institute’s  Hon.  Adviser  on 
Propaganda  and  Chairman  of  our  Revenue  Sub-Committee,  and  to  the  Rev.  Canon 
C.  E.  Bolam,  the  Institute’s  Hon.  Chief  Chaplain,  who,  as  Director  of  our  Chaplain’s 
Department,  has  aiTanged  special  services  in  Churches  throughout  the  country, 
conducted  by  blind  chaplains  or  at  which  blind  chaplains  have  preached. 


HENRY  STAINSBY  MEMORIAL  FUND. 


This  Fund  was  founded  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  Mr.  Henry  Stainsby,  who  was 
Secretary-General  of  the  Institute  for  IG  years,  and  who  served  the  [blind 
for  over  40  years.  It  provides  watches,  Braille  writers,  Braille  books  and 
similar  gifts  to  pupils  of  Schools  for  the  Blind  on  completion  of  their  training. 

The  income  of  the  Fund  amounts  to  £64  per  annum. 


COLLEGE  OF  TEACHERS  AND  GUILD  OF  BLIND 

GARDENERS. 

WE  have  always  considered  that  an  important  function  of  a national  Institute 
is  the  provision  of  facilities  to  assist  the  work  of  all  independent  bodies 
working  for  the  good  of  the  blind. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  in  1907, 
we  have  endeavoured  to  show  our  appreciation  of  its  invaluable  work  by  providing 
office  accommodation  and  permitting  an  official  of  the  Institute  to  act  as  its  Hon. 
Registrar. 

The  College  conducts  examinations  for  school  teachers,  home  teachers,  craft 
instructors  and  blind  pianoforte  tuners. 

In  all  important  matters  affecting  the  education  of  the  blind  the  advice  of  the 
College  is  sought  and  readily  given. 

As  reported  on  page  31,  we  have  appointed  a Committee  in  conjunction  with 
the  College  to  conduct  a programme  of  research  into  the  education  of  the  blind,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  results,  apart  from  their  influence  on  employment  problems, 
win  be  of  very  material  assistance  to  teachers  and  others  concerned  in  the  education 
of  the  blind. 

We  have  also  afforded  office  accommodation  to  the  Guild  of  Blind  Gardeners, 
a body  which  is  doing  good  work  in  training  the  blind  and  myopes  in  a healthy  and 
interesting  occupation. 


64 


OBITUARY. 


WE  deeply  regret  to  report  the  deaths  of : 

H.R.H.  Princess  Royal. 

Her  Royal  Highness  was  greatly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and  was 
Patron  of  the  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind,  initiated  by  the  Institute  in  1921. 


Miss  Grace  Jolly. 

For  13  years  Miss  Jolly  was  a most  devoted  worker  for  the  blind  as  a voluntary 
reader  in  the  Institute’s  Manuscript  Department. 

Mr.  Arthur  Boyle. 

Mr.  Boyle  had  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  for  many  years. 
His  father  had  been  Secretary  to  Dr.  Armitage,  the  founder  of  the  Institute,  and 
Mr.  Boyle’s  connection  with  work  for  the  blind  dated  from  his  boyhood.  Mr.  Boyle, 
Senior,  was  the  inventor  of  a special  type  of  embossed  map,  and  his  son  continued 
to  carry  on  this  particular  branch  of  his  father’s  work,  in  addition  to  his  services 
as  the  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Worthing  Society  for  Befriending  the  Blind. 


The  Rev.  A.  T.  Dence. 

“ Court  Grange,”  Abbotskerswell,  was  the  generous  gift  to  the  Institute  of  the 
Rev.  A.  T.  Dence  (see  page  50). 


Mr.  J.  H.  Lee. 

Mr.  Lee  was  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Newcastle  Branch  of  the  Institute  and 
later  Supervisor  of  Branches,  from  which  position  he  retired  a few  years  ago.  His 
colleagues  retain  an  affectionate  memory  of  his  geniality  and  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  the  blind. 


Mr.  Chas.  Taylor. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  originally  a stereo  typer  (hand  embossing)  at  Cambridge  Square, 
the  first  headquarters  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association,  and  became  a 
machinist  at  the  National  Institute,  where  he  was  employed  until  a week  before 
his  death.  He  was  a man  of  most  genuine  culture  and  was  always  interested  in  the 
subject  matter  of  the  plates  he  handled. 


Mr.  Edward  Waison. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Watson,  head  of  the  Institute's  Music  Department,  is  an 
irreparable  loss  to  blind  musicians  in  this  country  and  abroad.  As  Music  Master 
at  the  Liverpool  School  for  the  Blind,  he  wrote  the  first  Tutor  on  Braille  Music 
Notation.  He  joined  the  Institute’s  staff  in  1922  and  became  responsible  for  the 
selection  of  Braille  music.  He  was  Editor  of  the  Institute’s  edition  of  the  Works 
of  British  Blind  Composers,  and  as  Secretary  of  the  International  Congress  on  Braille 
Music,  he  had  the  gratification  of  finding  the  system,  in  which  he  had  taken  so  ^eat 
an  interest,  adopted  substantially  as  an  international  model.  In  addition  to  being  a 
real  friend  to  the  blind  musician,  Mr.  Watson  was  a distingfuished  organist  and 
choirmaster. 


Mr.  F.  IF.  Ubsdell. 

Mr.  Ubsdell  was  one  of  the  oldest  servants  of  the  Institute.  He  was  in  the 
Institute’s  employment  for  38  years,  and  retired  on  a pension  about  two  years  ago, 
when  78  years  of  age. 
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Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson. 

The  appointment  in  1882  of  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson  as  Secretary  of  Gardner’s 
Trust  for  the  Blind  marked  the  beginning  of  long,  able  and  devoted  work  for  the  blind. 
During  his  Secretaryship  of  40  years  he  visited  all  the  principal  Institutions  for  the 
Blind  in  this  country  and  many  Institutions  abroad.  He  organised  several  National 
Conferences  and  was  instrumental  in  founding  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 
The  Handbook  which  he  issued  in  1887  relative  to  Institutions  for  the  Blind  was  a 
most  important  and  valuable  guide  to  the  Blind  World.  He  started  in  1898  and 
edited  lor  22  years  “ The  Blind,”  the^first  English  magazine  devoted  to  work  for 
the  blind.  His  advice  on  the  affairs  of  the  blind  was  frequently  sought  by  the 
Government  and  he  was  the  first  Vice-Chairman  and  later  Chairman  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health’s  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  fitting  conclusion  to  this  record  of  the  Institute’s  work  is  the  expression 
of  our  gratitude  to  the  blind  and  sighted  members  of  the  Institute's  staff, 
whose  devoted  labours  have  made  that  work  possible.  Their  loyalty  to  the 
Institute  and  to  the  cause  of  the  blind  is  not  a loyalty  which  ceases  with  the 
working  hours  ; at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions  they  are  ever  ready  and  anxious 
to  help  the  sightless  so  that  their  lives  may  be  made  bright  with  the  light  of  true  and 
constant  friendship. 


TO  give  light  to  the  blind — the  light  of  knowledge, 
the  light  of  contentment,  the  light  of  hope,  the 
light  of  faith—  such  is  the  ideal  of  the  National 
Institute,  and  that  we  may  keep  it  ever  before  us,  we 
beseech  Almighty  God  to  grant,  in  the  future  as  in 
the  past,  the  Light  of  His  Love  and  the  Blessing  of 
His  Divine  Aid. 
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NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

BALANCE  SHEEl 
31st  March,  1931. 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  <1.  £ s.  d. 

To  CAPITAL  ACCOUNTS— 

Freehold  and  Leasehold  Property, 

Furniture.  Fixtures  and  Equip- 
ment . . . . . . . • 154,545  13  3 

Investments  ..  113,818  16  0 

General  Purposes — 

General  Account  45,056  19  1 

Add  Balance  from 
General  Charity 
Fund  Account  ..  1,187  13  4 

46,244  12  5 

Blind  Babies’  Fund — 

Balance  from 
General  Charity 
Fund  Account  . . 2,411  8 2 

A dd  Profit  on  Sale 
of  Sunshine 
House,  Chorley- 
wood  ..  ..  2,397  15  8 


4,809  3 10 

Less  General 
Account..  ..  3,040  8 8 

1,768  15  2 

Ex-Service  Men’s 
Fund  . . . . 1,640  19  1 

Add  Balance  from 
General  Charity 
Fund  Account  . . 301  15  8 

1,942  14  9 

49,966  2 4 

Leeds  Embossed  Books  Fund  . . 141  13  8 

Harry  Weedon  Memorial  Fund  . . 601  15  0 

Sundry  Creditors  and 
Credit  Balances — 

Genera!  Account  9,645  19  9 
Blind  Babies’  Fund  1,659  9 8 

National  Library 
for  the  Blind  ..  873  16  11 

Ex-Service  Men’s 
Fund  . . . . 6 7 0 

12,184  13  4 

12,928  2 0 


i s. 

By  Freehold  Property — 

At  cost  or  at  valuation  when 
given  to  the  Institute,  less 
Sales  and  amounts  written  off  43,896  0 

Leasehold  Property — 

At  cost,  less  amounts  written  off  81,675  10 

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  Equipment — 

At  cost,  less  realisations  and 
depreciation  ..  ..  ,.28,973  16 


Investments  (see pages  76  and  77) — • 
General  Purposes  . . . . 53,172 

Specifically  Appropriated  . . 27,968 
Endowments  . . . . . . 32,678 


6 

2 


7 


Stock  as  Valued  by  Officials  of  the 
Institute — 

Publications  Account  . . . . 25,098  12 

Printing,  Propaganda,  Station- 
ery, etc.  . . . . . . 4,696  3 

Electrical  and  Engineering  . . 109  6 

Home  Industries  . . . . 3,972  1 


d.  £ s.  d. 


7 

4 

4 

- 154,645  13  3 

9 

2 

7 

- 113,818  16  6 


9 

0 

0 

7 

- 33,870  3 4 


Sundry  Debtors  and  Debit  Balances 

(less  Reserve  for  Doubtful 
Debts) — 

General  Account  ..  ..  11,160  14  7 

Blind  Babies’  Fund  . . . . 1,269  3 6 

12,429  18 

Cash  at  Bank  and  In  Hand — 


General  Account  . . . . 2,983  14  3 

Blind  Babies’ Fund  ..  ..  2,159  1 5 

Ex-Service  Men’s  Fund  ..  1,948  1 9 

National  Library  for  the  Blind  873  16  11 

Harry  Weedon  Memorial  Fund  601  16  0 


0 


8,566  9 4 

Cash  on  Deposit- 

General  Account  . . . . 7,870  0 0 

Leeds  Embossed  Books  Fund..  141  13  8 

16,678  3 0 


;{331,248  14  1 


£331,248  14  1 


G.  F.  MOW  ATT  ) Joint  Honorary  Treasurers  of  the 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN  ) National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion, 
the  Balance  Sheet  at  the  31st  March,  1931,  is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the 
state  of  the  Institute’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations  given  to  us,  and  as 
shewn  by  the  books  of  the  Institute. 

JACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO., 

68,  Coleman  Street,  E.C.2.  Chartered  Accountants, 

mh'  June,  1931.  Auditors. 
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Account 


GENERAL  CHARITY  FUND. 

for  the  Year  ended  .^Ist  March,  1931. 


expenditure. 

/ S. 

Management — * 

Salaries  and  Wages  including  Insce.  5,085  19 

Printing,  Stationer)'.  Advertising 
and  Postage  '1 

Alterations,  Repairs  & Maintenance 
Rent,  Rates,  Insurance,  Telephone, 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 
Travelling  and  other  Expenses 


d. 

5 


950  15 
1,1.37  7 


10 

(i 


1,038  6 

1,374  11 


9,597  0 1 1 


Money  R.-iising,  including  Sub- 
scriptions, Donations  and 
Collections — 

Salaries  and  Wages,  &c..  Sighted  13,449  II 

Blind  Canvassers  Wages  & Alices 
{see  Wages,  etc.,  paid  to  Blind 
Employees  below) . 

Printing,  Stationer)',  Advertismg 
and  Postage 

Rent,  Rates,  Insurance,  Telephone, 

Fuel,  Light,  Cleaning  and  Repairs 

Collecting  Boxes,  Bazaars,  Lec- 
tures, etc.  . . 

Flag  Days  . . 

Proportion  of  Head  Office  Expenses 
charged  to  Collecting 


5,077 

1,412 


2 8 


3 5 


2,407 

1,004 


2,780  1 2 


26,730  11  6 


Payments  to  the  Blind — 


Wages,  etc. — 

Engaged  in  Managem’t  296 
„ in  Money  Raising  7,257 


7,564  2 10 


Allowances — 

Augmentation  of 
Wages  paid  to  Blind  7,580  1 1 
(including  Wages 
and  Expenses  of  their 
sighted  guides). 

Higher  Education  and 
Training  Fees  ..  1,564  14 
Assistance  and  other 
Expenses  on  behalf 
of  Blind  Persons  . . 14,094  7 


10 


8 


-23,239  13  11 


TO 


Assignments  and  Allocations 

Blind  Societies  .,  ..  ..19,803  3 

National  Library  for  THE  Blind.  . 4,078  8 

Amounts  returned  to  Societies 
conducting  Collections  . . ..  2,209  17 

Collections  made  on  behalf  of 

OTHER  Societies  , . . . . . 1,890  19 


Total  of  direct  payments  to  the  Blind 
and  to  Agencies  for  the  Blind 
Expenditure  Incurred  in  the 
Maintenance  and  Upkeep  of — 

Massage  School  . . 

Blind  Babies’  Homes 
Chorleywood  College 
Other  Homes  and  Hostels . . 

Grant  to  Clifton  Home  for  Blind 
M'omen 


58,776  4 8 


3,900  18 
8,435  18 


6,323 

7,611 


8 

6 

4 

10 


393  0 0 


Net  Cost  of  Publications  in  Braille 
AND  Apparatus  for  the  Blind 
Home  Industries  Account  Deficit 


-26,503  19  10 


6,583 

3,293 


3 


Carried  Forward 


£131,644  10  7 


INCOME. 


Legacies  (see  page  9) 


20,637  4 


Subscriptions,  Donations  and 
Collections — 

Subscriptions,  Donations  and 
Appeals  . . • * ■ ■ • • 27,209  6 

Collections,  including  Flag  Days  67,623  9 

Receipts  on  behalf  of  other 
Societies — Contra 
Allocation  from  Greater  London 
Fund 

.Allocations  from  Blind  Societies 
under  Collecting  Agreements  . 

Donation  from  Hertfordshire 
Society  for  the  Blind 


1 


0 


1,890  19 
8,093  0 
6,876  11 
200  0 0 


9 


6 i 


Dividends,  Interest  and  Rents.  . 


• 100,893 

6,940  8 1( 


Amounts  Received  in  respect  of 
THE  Maintenance  and  Upkeep 
of — 

Massage  School 
Blind  Babies’  Homes 
Chorlei’wood  College 
Gther  Homes  and  Hostels 


2,473 

6,5.52 

6.462 

6,094 


0 

3 

17 

19 


19,583  0 


Miscellaneous 

Carried  Forward 


2,481  17 


£150,536  16 


68 
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Brought  Forward 
iTHER  Expenses— 

Benevolent  Allowances  . . . . -tr).)  1 

Audit  Fee.  Legal  and  Professional 
Charges  ..  ..  ..  ..  Ldd.'!  (i 

Maintenance  of  Property  at 
Abbotskerswell  . . G2  4 4 

Sunshine  House, 

Chorley wood  . . 2112  4 

Hoole  Bank,  Chester  20G  0 G 

290  3 

Payment  under  Guarantee  to  “ All 
England  Sporting  Test  . ..  9o0  0 

Pension  Scheme  Contribution  ..  1,370  10 

Preliminary  Expenses,  East  Grin- 
stead  . . . . . • ■ ■ 509  7 


MOUNTS  Written  Off  Freeholds 
AND  Leaseholds — 

General  Account  ..  5,231  17  0 

Blind  Babies' Fund . . 875  10  1 

G,107  7 

EPRECIATION 

Furniture,  Fixtures.  Equipment 
and  Branch  Cars — 

General  Account  . . 2,G20  9 G 

Blind  Babies'  Fund  1,378  4 0 

■ 3,998  13 


ALANCE  CaRRIEDTO  BALANCE  SHEET — 

General  Account  ..  ..  1,187  13 

Blind  Babies'  Fund  . . . . 2,411  8 

Ex-Service  Men's  Fund  . . . . 301  15 


d.  £ s.  d. 
131,544  10  7 


1 


0 

0 


5 

- 4,984  8 3 


1 


0 

-10,10G  0 7 

4 

2 

8 

- 3,900  17  2 


/150,535  IG  7 


Brought  Forward 


£ s d. 
150  535  IG  7 


/ 150,535  10  7 


BRAILLE  PUBLICATIONS  AND  APPARATUS.* 


Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 


EXPENDITURE. 

/ s.  d.  £ s. 

o Value  of  Stock  of  Embossed  Books,  Materials, 
Manufactured  Goods  and  Apparatus  on  hand, 

1st  April,  1930  24,532  15 

Purchase  of  Materials  ..  ..  5,119  0 9 

Purchases  of  Manufactured  Goods 

and  Apparatus  . . . . . . 5,033  19  10 

10,153  0 


Wages  paid  to  Blind  Workers  (exclusive  of 

Augmentation)  . . . . . . . . . . 2,774  4 

Wages  Paid  to  Sighted  Workers  . . ..  ..  5,051  11 

Health,  Pensions  and  Unemployment  Insurance  203  18 
Management  and  Editorial  Salaries  and  Expenses  3,857  0 

Rent,  Rates.  Insurance,  Telephone,  Fuel,  Light 

and  Cleaning  . . . . . . . . . . 992  2 

Repairs  and  Maintenance  . . . . . . 9G  1 1 

Printing  and  Stationery  . . . . . . 463  4 

Postage,  Carriage  and  Delivery  of  Goods  331  11 

Depreciation  on  Plant  . . . . . . . . 470  19 

Sundries  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  170 


d. 

8 


7 

0 

11 

5 

9 

0 

9 

5 

1 

8 
10 


/48,944  13  7 


See  also  page  75,  “ Moon  Society  ” Publications. 


INCOME. 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

By  Stock  at  31st  March,  1931  ..  25,098  12  9 

Sale  of  Embossed 
Books,  etc.  . . 13,300  9 3 
Less  Reductions 
allowed  from  Cost 
Price  of  Books, 

etc 7,817  0 8 

5,483  2 7 

Sale  of  Manufactured  Goods  and 


Apparatus  . . . . . . 4,959  8 

0 

--  10,442 

10 

7 

Donations  . . 

4 

13 

(> 

Interest  on  Endowment  . . 

70 

7 

1 

Grant,  Local  Government  Act, 

1929  

G,555 

1 

0 

Income  Tax  Recoverable  . . 

19 

10 

0 

Miscellaneous 

170 

11 

3 

Deficit  transferred  to  General 

Charity  Fund  Account . . 

0,583 

0 

0 

/48,944  13  7 


I 
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HOME  INDUSTRIES  DEPARTMENT. 

Charitable  Assistance  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 


To 


EXPENDITURE. 

Balance  from  T rading  Account 
Special  Allowance  to  BUnd  Workers 
C.ifts  of  Materials  to  Home  Workers 
Provision  of  Tools  and  other  Expenses  on 

behalf  of  Home  Workers 

Contributions  to  Sick  Fund  . ^ ■ 

Postage  and  Carriage  on  Delivery  of  Raw 
Materials  to  Home  Workers 
Towards  Maintenance  (including  deprecia- 
tion) of  Motors  in  transport  of  Materials 
and  Collection  of  Finished  Goods . . 
Visiting  and  Superintending  Home  Workers 
Augmentation  of  Wages  to 

Home  Workers  ..  ..  6,418  11  0 

Augmentation  of  Piecework 

Rates. . . . . • • ■ ITfi  10  7 


Visitors’  Salaries  and  part  Administration  . . 


L 

s. 

d. 

236 

2 

7 

24 

11 

6 

242 

9 

5 

604 

1 

11 

45 

7 

9 

431 

4 

0 

500 

16 

9 

182 

15 

0 

6,195  2 1 

851  0 0 


£9,313  11  0 


INCOME. 


By  Donations 
Grants ; 

Local  Government  Act,  1929 
County  and  Borough  Councils  . . 

Deficit,  £11  11s.  8d.  per  Worker,  carried  to 
General  Charity  Fund  Account  . . 


£ s.  d. 
60  16  5 

506  9 3 

5,452  12  1 


3,293  13  3 


£9,313  11  0 


Trading  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 


EXPENDITURE.  £ s.  d.  £ 


To  Stock  at  1st  April,  1930  : 
Manufactured  Goods  . . 
Materials 
Stationery 

Payments  to  the  Blind  : 
Purchases  from 
Blind  Home  Workers 
Purchases  from 
Workshops  for  the  Blind 


..  1,936  19  9 
750  13  3 
9 11  11 


..  6,753  13  1 

..  3,196  5 0 


Materials  purchased  for  use  of  Home  Workers 
Postage  and  Carriage 
Maintenance  of  Delivery  and  Sales  Vans 
Exhibition  and  Sales  Expenses,  Hire  of  Halls, 
etc. 

Sundries  . . 

Repairs  and  Alterations  to  Premises . . 
Visiting  and  Superintending  Home  Workers, 
including  Use  of  Cars 
Printing,  Stationery  and  Advertising  . . 

Rent,  Rates,  Insurance  and  Telephone 
Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 
Management  Expenses  . . 

Depreciation : 


Motor  Vans 

183 

7 

1 

Furniture 

97 

4 

6 

Initial  Equipment  for  Home 

Workers 

246 

12 

5 

2,697 


9,949 

3,577 

289 

622 

441 

84 

166 

239 

488 

258 

67 

296 


Salaries  and  Wages : 

Sighted 2,247 

Blind,  Exclusive  of  Augmentation  . . . . 824 

Health,  Pensions  and  Unemployment  Insurance  85 


s.  d. 


4 11 


18  1 
2 7 

4 4 
12  3 

2 6 
17  6 
17  2 

17  1 
17  9 

5 7 
19  7 

6 2 


4 0 

7 7 
17  5 
6 10 


£22,866  1 4 


INCOME.  £ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

By  Stock  at  31st  March,  1931 
Manufactured  Goods  . . 

Materials 
Stationery 


Sales ; 

Finished  Goods 
Materials 

Grant — Local  Government 
Act,  1929 


..  3,088  16  11 
848  18  8 

34  6 0 

3,972  1 7 

. . 11,511  13  10 
. . 3,529  18  10 

-15,041  12  8 

3,615  4 6 


Balance  carried  to  Assistance  Account  . . 236  2 7 


£22,866  1 4 


MASSAGE. 

Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 


EXPENDITUItE. 


£ s.  d. 


To  Salaries  and  Wages  : 

Blind,  Exclusive  of  Augmentation  . . 
Salaries,  Wages  and  Fees — Sighted 
Health,  Pensions  and  Unemployment  Insurance 
Postage  and  Carriage 
Cleaning,  Upkeep  and  Laundry 
Settlement  of  Blind  Masseurs  and  Masseuses, 
including  Apparatus,  Medical  Supplies  and 
Appliances 

Maintenance  and  Examination  Fees  . . 

Fees  paid  to  Hospitals  for  supervision  of 
Students’  Work 
Piinting  and  Stationery 
Travelling 
Sundries  . . 

Rent,  Rates,  Insurance  and  Telephone 
Management  Expenses  . . 


INCOME. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

i 

s. 

d. 

By  Training,  Maintenance  and 

696 

14 

0 

Examination  Fees  . . 

2,240 

10 

9 

666 

12 

3 

Donations 

103 

18 

0 

9 

0 

10 

Grants  : 

24 

9 

10 

Local  Government  Act,  1929  . . 

44 

11 

5 

9 

3 

1 

Board  of  Education  . . 

84 

0 

0 

128 

1,067 

5 

8 

Deficit  transferred  to  General  Charity 

Fund 

1,064 

17 

3 

Account 

1,427 

18 

0 

67 

5 

10 

79 

8 

11 

22 

18 

0 

1 

0 

0 

166 

4 

1 

146 

18 

11 

;£3,900  18 

8 

^3,900 

18 

8 

HOMES  FOR  BLIND  BABIES. 

ABBOTSKERSWELL,  DEVON  (NOW  EAST  GRINSTEAD,  SUSSEX);  LEAMINGTON, 
WARWICKSHIRE ; SOUTHPORT,  LANCASHIRE. 

Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 


EXPENDITURE. 

INCOME. 

i 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Salaries  of  Teachers.  Matrons  and  Nurses  . . 

2,120 

14 

2 

By  Grant,  Board  of  Education  . . 

593 

16 

0 

Wages  of  Servants  (including  Laundry, 

Grants,  Local  Authorities  for  Maintenance  . . 

3,103 

7 

5 

Charwomen  and  Gardeners) 

1,192 

13 

0 

Fees,  etc.,  received  from  Parents,  Guardians. 

Health,  Pensions,  Unemployment  Insurance 

Friends,  Societies,  etc. 

623 

3 

0 

etc.  . . 

78 

16 

10 

Donations 

727 

14 

8 

Provisions 

1,856 

18 

6 

Dividends  on  Investments 

488 

2 

7 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Educational 

Miscellaneous  Revenue 

16 

0 

0 

Books  and  Apparatus 

54 

14 

3 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 

966 

11 

10 

£5,552 

3 

8 

Rent,  Rates,  Taxes  and  Telephone  . . 

238 

3 

11 

Renewals 

177 

17 

10 

Deficit  provided  from  General  Funds 

2,883 

14 

10 

Medical  Treatment,  Medicine.  Dressings, 

Bandages,  etc. 

234 

17 

10 

Travelling 

114 

6 

10 

Clotliing,  Staff 

78 

13 

8 

Clothing,  Babies 

81 

5 

0 

Sundries 

73 

17 

2 

Superannuation 

29 

14 

3 

7,288 

4 

0 

-Management  Expenses 

014 

3 

O 

Upkeep  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  (including 

Repairs  and  Insurance) 

533 

11 

4 

;C8.435 

18 

0 

,(•8,435 

18 

6 

1 


7 


CHORLEYWOOD  COLLEGE  FOR  GIRLS  WITH  LITTLE  OR  NO  SIGHT. 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 


To 


EXPENDITURE. 


Salaries  of  Teachers,  Matron.  Servants  etc. 
Health,  Pensions,  and  Unemployment  In- 
surance, etc. . . 

Provisions 

Laundry  . • ■ ■ ' ' , o ' j ■ 

Other  Household  Expenses  and  Sundries  . . 


Medical  Charges  . . ' ' , .r-'  1 i,  ’ ‘ 

Rent,  Rates,  Taxes,  Insurance  and  Telephone 
Fuel,’ Light  and  Cleaning  . . • ■ • • 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage,  Educa- 
tional Books  and  Apparatus 
Travelling 
Renewals 

Teachers'  Superannuation 


Management  Expenses 

Upkeep  of  Building  and  Grounds  (including 
Repairs,  Insurance  and  Wages  of  Engineers) 


(. 

s. 

d. 

2,491 

1 

3 

18 

12 

10 

1,341 

13 

10 

245 

11 

(i 

36 

12 

0 

28 

10 

4 

245 

9 

4 

624 

6 

4 

171 

9 

11 

15 

12 

9 

89 

15 

10 

87 

1 

8 

5,395 

17 

7 

263 

3 

11 

663 

18 

10 

£6,323 

0 

4 

INCOME. 

By  Maintenance  Fees  and  Fees  paid  by  Pupils 
Parents  and  Guardians  . . • . 

Fees  paid  by  Educational  Authorities,  etc.  . . 
Grant,  Board  of  Education  . . 

Fees  paid  by  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind 

Donations  and  Collections 

Sundry  Receipts  

Dividends  on  Investments  . . 


L s- 

1,920  10  2 

1,604  0 8 

941  5 10 

491  3 8 

65  2 0 

14  2 2 

300  7 2 

5,402  17  8 


Deficit  provided  from  General  Funds 


SOO  2 8 


£6,323  0 4 


BANNOW,  ST.  LEONARDS-ON-SEA. 

GUEST  HOUSE  FOR  AGED  BLIND  WOMEN,  LEAMINGTON. 
HOME  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN,  BRIGHTON. 

HOSTEL  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN,  8,  OVAL  ROAD,  LONDON. 
HOSTEL  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN,  9,  OVAL  ROAD,  LONDON. 


Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 


EXPENDITURE. 

INCOME. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

i 

s. 

d. 

Salaries  of  Matrons,  Servants,  etc.  . . 

1,854 

4 

9 

By  Maintenance  Fees 

4,166 

18 

9 

Health,  Pensions,  and  Unemployment  In- 

Fees  paid  by  the  National  Institute  for  the 

surance,  etc. . . 

44 

0 

9 

Blind 

781 

/ 

Provisions 

2,325 

16 

6 

Donations  and  Collections 

32 

13 

0 

Laundry 

420 

8 

6 

Dividends  on  Investments 

292 

3 

10 

Other  Household  Expenses  and  Sundries  . . 

107 

0 

5 

Grant,  Local  Government  Act,  1929 

821 

16 

u 

Rent,  Rates,  Taxes,  Insurance  and  Telephone 

371 

10 

11 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 

824 

5 

11 

0,094 

19 

3 

Medical  Charges 

227 

14 

0 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage  . . 

64 

14 

10 

Deficit  provided  from  General  Funds 

1,418 

2 

7 

TravelUng 

23 

7 

9 

Renewals 

239 

6 

1 

Clothing,  Inmates 

18 

6 

7 

0,521 

2 

0 

Management  Expenses 

450 

0 

1 

Upkeep  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  (including 

Repairs,  Insurance,  etc.)  . . 

539 

13 

9 

£7,511 

1 

10 

£7,511 

1 

10 

T- 


Accounts  for  the  Year  Ended  31st  March,  1931. 


EXPENDITURE. 

To  General  Charity  Fund  Account  (included  in 
Dividends,  Interest  and  Rents). 


ARMITAGE  MEMORIAL  FUND 

i s.  d. 


122  0 0 


INCOME. 

By  Cash  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Clothworlcers 


ARMITAGE  FUND  FOR  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  BLIND  WRITERS. 

I s.  d.  INCOME. 

183  17  1 By  Cash  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company 

of  Clothworkers 

Deficit  provided  from  General  Funds 


EXPENDITURE. 
To  Amount  paid  to  Blind  Writers 


/183  17  1 


LEEDS  EMBOSSED  BOOKS  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 

To  Cash  at  Bank,  1st  April,  1930 

.\mount  received  from  the  Worshipful  Com- 
pany of  Clothworkers 
Deposit  Interest 


i 

137 

68 

1 


3.  d, 
3 1 


/206  17  8 


PAYMENTS. 

By  Amount  expended  on  goods  supplied  to  Leeds 
Institution  . . 

Cash  at  Bank  . . 


L s.  d. 
122  0 0 

L s.  d. 

115  10  8 

68  6 5 

;C183  17  1 

L s.  d. 


65  4 
141  13 


;£206  17  8 


Note  -The  Capital  Stock  of  this  Fund  is  held  in  trust  by  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothwork^  and  the  dividends  received  and  paid  over  by  them  are  for  the 
* supply  of  Braille  Literature,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  of  Leeds  and  Distnct. 


BAILEY  BEQUEST. 


EXPENDITURE. 

1 

s.  d. 

By  Dividend  on 

To  General  Charity  Fund  for  general  purposes . . 

254 

4 10 

General  Charity  Fund,  Assistance  to  Neces- 

4 10 

sitous  BUnd  . . 

254 

(The  above  items  are  included  in  Dividends, 
Interests  and  Rents). 

25 

8 4 

London  Association  for  the  Blind  . . 

Barclay  Workshops  for  Blind  Women 

25 

8 4 

£559 

6 4 

SALOMONS  BEQUEST. 

EXPENDITURE. 

To  General  Charity  F'und  Account  (included  in 

1 

s.  d. 

By  Dividend  on 

Dividends,  Interest  and  Rents)  . . 

497 

0 0 

INCOME 


L 

559 


s.  d. 
6 4 


£669  6 4 


INCOME. 


L 

497 


s.  d. 
0 0 


HARRY  WEEDON  MEMORIAL  FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 

To  Balance  in  hand  1st  April,  1930 

Allocation  from  Greater  London  Fund 


i s.  d. 
,548  15  5 

700  0 0 

£1,248  15  5 


PAYMENTS. 

By  Amounts  expended  in  Grants  and  Relief 
Balance  carried  to  Balance  Sheet 


RECEIPTS 

To  Cash  at  Bank  1st  April,  1930 
Dividend  on  Investment 
Deposit  Interest 


THE  HENRY  STAINSBY  MEMORIAL  GIFT  FUND  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

PAYMENTS. 

By  Amount  Expended  in  Gifts  . . 


£ s.  d. 
38  5 0 

63  5 G 

14  3 


/102  4 9 


Cash  at  Bank 


£ s.  d. 
647  0 5 
601  1.5  0 

71,248  15  5 


£ s.  d. 
50  2 7 

52  2 2 


£102  4 


Joint  Honorary  Treasurers  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


G.  F.  MOWATT 
A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  with  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Fund,  and  certify  the  same  to 
lie  in  accordance  therewith,  and  in  our  opinion  correct.  JACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO., 

58,  Coleman  Street,  E.C.2.  19th  June.  1931.  Chartered  Accountants,  Auditors. 

Note.— Capital  Stock  of  the  Fund,  £1,807  Hs.  2d.  3i  per  cent.  Conversion  Loan  Inscribed  Slock,  is  held  in  trust  by  the  National  Institute  tor  the  Blind. 
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CLIFTON  HOME  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN,  BRISTOL. 

Balance  Sheet,  31st  March,  1931. 


To  Capital  Account : 

General  Purposes 
Balance  at  31st  March,  1930 
Sundrj'  Creditors 


I s.  d. 

1,218  6 () 
304  10  4 


L s.  d. 

By  Investments  (at  Market  Value 
31st  March.  1921)  : 

4%  Dominion  of  Canada  Regis- 
tered Stock  . . . . 72  0 0 

4%  London  Midland  and 

Scottish  Railway  Stock  . . 138  6 3 

4i%  New  Zealand  Stock, 

1948/58  182  17  2 


Freehold  Property  . . 

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  Equip- 
ment at  31st  March,  1930  302  18  2 

Additions  . . . . . . 24  7 6 


L s.  d. 


ao.i  3 5 

000  0 0 


Less  Depreciation  . . 

Sundry  Debtors 

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand 


327  6 8 

30  5 10 

296  19  10 

85  15  0 

146  18  7 


£1,522  16  10 


£1,522  16  10 


G.  F.  MOWATT  ] Joint  Honorary  Treasurers  of  the 
A.  J.  \V.  KITCHIN  I National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required,  and  in  our 
opinion  the  above  Balance  Sheet  at  the  31st  March,  1931,  is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct 
view  of  the  state  of  the  Home’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations  given  to  us, 
and  as  shewn  by  the  books  of  the  Home. 

J.ACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO., 


68,  Coleman  Street,  E.C.2. 
19th  June,  1931. 


Chartered  Accountants, 

A uditors. 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 


To 


EXPENDITURE. 


Maintenance  . . 

Salaries  and  Wages 
Health,  Pensions  and  Unemployment 
ance  . . 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 
Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage 
Rates,  Insurance  and  Telephone 
Medical  Fees  and  Drugs 
Renewals 

Travelling  Expenses  . . 

Laundry 

Sundries 


Audit  Fee 

Management  Expenses 
Depreciation  on  Furniture 
Repairs  and  Maintenance 


INCOME. 


s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

347 

14 

9 

By  Maintenance  Fees 

440 

6 

0 

295 

17 

10 

Fees  paid  by  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

123 

9, 

6 

Donations 

36 

9 

0 

11 

15 

6 

Grant,  Local  Government  Act.  1929 

180 

0 

0 

92 

17 

0 

Dividends  on  Investments 

18 

3 

6 

10 

10 

6 

Income  Tax  Recoverable 

2 

13 

0 

33 

12 

11 

77 

») 

6 

800 

14 

0 

24 

0 

9 

Deficit  provided  by  National  Institute  for 

19 

9 

the  Blind 

393 

0 

6 

69 

0 

11 

23 

0 

7 

986 

13 

2 

5 

5 

0 

74 

11 

7 

30 

6 

10 

96 

18 

11 

£l,\93 

14 

6 

;£1,193 

14 

6 
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MOON  SOCIETY. 

Balance  Sheet,  31st  March,  1931. 


To  CAPITAL  ACCOUNTS 

Freehold  Property,  Prinling 
Machinery,  Furniture  & Fittings 


i s.  d. 


s.  d. 

L 

s. 

d. 

L s.  d. 

By  Freehold  Property 

..  5,029 

11 

<) 

11  6 

Printing  Machinery 

..  1,490 

18 

0 

Furniture  and  Fittings 

477 

2 

0 

Investments 

General  Purposes  ••  ••  1,880  11  7 

Add  Balance  Irom  t'.cueral 

Charity  Fund  Account  731  11  0 

Sundry  Creditors 


9,600  10  11 


2,612  3 4 

155  11  1 

/19,377  16  10 


given  to  the  Society,  less 
amounts  written  ofl  and 
depreciation)  - 

Investments  (see  p.  77)  . . 

Stock  as  valued  by  Officials  of 
the  Society 

Sundry  Debtors,  less  reserve  for 
doubtful  debts 
Cash  at  Bank  and  on  Hand 


7,003 

11 

6 

9,606 

10 

11 

1,685 

2 

0 

733 

16 

1 

348 

16 

4 

^19,377  16  10 


Joint  Honorary  Treasurers  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


G.  F.  MOWATT 
A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN 

We  rcoort  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required,  and  in  our  opinion  the  above  Balance 
Sheet  at  the  31st  March,  1931,  is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  con-ect  view  of  the  state  of  the  Society  s affairs, 
according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations  given  to  us,  and  as  shown  hy  the  books  of  the  Society. 

58  Coleman  Street,  E.C.2.  JACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO.,  Chartered  Accountants, 

19lh  June.  1931.  Auditors. 

Moon  General  Charity  Fund  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 


EXPENDITURE,  f 
To  Augmentation  of  Wages — Blind 
Staff 
Gifts 

Annuilies  payable  under  the  Will 
of  the  late  Miss  A.  E.  C.  Moon 
Audit  Fee 
Depreciation  ; 

Plant  . . . . • ■ 166 

Furniture  and  Fittings  . . 53 

Freehold 

B.i  lance  carried  to  Balance  Sheet 


s.  d. 


6 5 
0 2 
264  14  4 


/ 

d. 

INCOME. 

£ 

s. 

d.  £ 

s. 

d. 

By  Balance  transferred  from  Publica- 

109 

13 

0 

tions  Account  . . 

796 

1 

11 

4 

11 

8 

Subscriptions 

10 

7 

6 

Donations 

3 

11 

0 

60 

0 

0 

Dividends  on  Investments  and 

10 

10 

0 

Deposit  Interest : 

Income  Tax  Recoverable 

40 

9 

4 

Dividends 

311 

13 

8 

Interest  on  Deposit  . . 

3 

3 

11 

355 

6 

11 

484 

0 

11 

Rents 

235 

0 

0 

731 

11 

9 

400 

7 

4 

;fl.400 

7 

4 

Moon  Publications  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1931. 

' INCOME. 

By  Stock  at'31st  March,  1931 

Sale  of  Books  . . . • • • 

Sale  of  Magazines  and  News- 
papers . . 


EXPENDITURE. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Value  of  Stock,  1st  April,  1930 

1,691 

4 

5 

Salaries  and  Wages 

1,826 

11 

1 

Health,  Pensions  and  Unemployment  Insur- 

ance  . . 

42 

13 

9 

Materials  for  Stereotyping,  Embossing, 

Binding,  etc. 

777 

3 

8 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Carnage  and 

Packing 

2.5 

3 

7 

Fuel,  Light,  Water  and  Power 

71 

17 

9 

Rates,  Insurance  and  Telephone 

70 

7 

9 

£ 

4,968 

701 


d.  I s.  d. 

1,685  2 9 
4 


Repairs  and  Maintenance  to  Premises  and 
Machinery  . . 

General  Expenses 
Management  Expense . 

Balance  transferred  to  General  Charity  Fund 
Account 


96 

2 

296 


4,769  8 

Less  Reductions  allowed  from 

cost  price  of  Books,  etc.  . . 2,079  3 

Grant,  Local  Government  Act, 

1929 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  . . 


6 

11 


796  1 11 

£5,&9i  11  4 


2,090  4 7 

1,314  16  19 
4 7 11 


/5,694  11  4 


• See  also  page  09,  " Braille”  Publications. 
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NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND. 
Investments,  31st  March,  1931. 


INVESTMENTS  TOR  GENERAL  PURPOSES. 

/ s.  (I 


Gi:.\EKAL  .VCCOUNT. 
i)%  War  Stock,  1929-47 
3%  India  Stock 
4%  Funding  Loan,  19G0-90 
3J%  Conversion  Loan,  I9G0 
5%  Conversion  Loan,  1944-64 
New  South  Wales  4%  Stock,  1933 
New  South  Wales  31%  Stock,  1930-50 
Southern  Railway  4%  Debenture  Stock 
3%  Plymouth  Corporation  Stock,  1942 
Dominion  of  Canada  4%  Stock  . . 

National  Savings  Certificates 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  Consolidated  3%  Stock,  1933  43 

BLIND  BABIES’  FUND. 

4%  Consolidated  Loan,  1957 

31%  Dominion  of  Canada  Stock,  1930-50 

3J%  Conversion  Loan,  1960 

EX-SERVICE  MEN'S  FUND. 

4%  Funding  Loan,  1960-90 
31%  Conversion  Loan 

CHORLEYWOOD  COLLEGE. 

3%  India  Stock 


i 

s. 

d. 

4,558 

0 

5 

941 

5 

0 

349 

13 

8 

4,349 

15 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

255 

4 

4 

106 

10 

6 

394 

1 

2 

205 

12 

6 

228 

2 

6 

608 

f> 

8 

1,008 

0 

0 

1,773 

15 

0 

1,394 

0 

0 

18,000 

0 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

d. 


26,004  11  9 

21,167  15  0 

5.000  0 0 

1.000  0 0 


53,172  6 9 


INVESTMENTS  SPECIFICALLY  APPROPRIATED. 


GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 

Bailey  Bequest — 

3%  Local  Loans 
Salomons  Bequest — 

4%  Consolidated  Loan,  1957 
Mary  Shaw  Bequest — 

London  and  North  Eastern  Railway  5%  Preferred  Ordinary 
Stock 

London  and  North  Eastern  Railway  Deferred  Ordinary  Stock 
London  and  North  Eastern  Railway  4%  Second  Preference 
Stock 

Metropolitan  Railway  Consolidated  Stock 

Metropolitan  Railway  Surplus  Land  Stock 

Globe  Telegraph  and  Trust  Co.  6%  Cumulative  Preference  Stock 

Globe  Telegraph  and  Trust  Co.  Ordinary  Stock 


BLIND  BABIES’  FUND. 

Blind  Babies’  Home,  East  Grinsteau — 
4%  Funding  Loan,  1960-90 
3j%  Conversion  Loan,  1960 
Cash  for  Investment 

Blind  Babies’  Home,  Southport.. 

3J%  Conversion  Loan,  1960 


9,881  7 1 

9,600  0 0 


123  5 0 
40  12  0 

264  12  6 

214  5 0 

108  18  0 
247  5 0 

555  0 0 

1,553  17  6 

21,035  4 7 


2,598  1 1 2 

3,030  10  0 
100  0 0 

5,729  1 2 


1,203  16  5 

6,932  17  7 

27,968  2 2 


70 


Carried  Forward 


;^81,140  8 11 


N V EST  M E NTS—  (coH/i « ued) . 


I s.  d. 


L s.  d. 
81,140  8 11 


Brought  Eorward 


L s-  J- 


INVESTMENTS-  ENDOWMENTS. 


GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 

Hornsha'.v  Endowment — 5%  War  Stock,  1929-47 
Sir  .Alfred  Jones  Trust  and  Estate  Co.,  Ltd. 

Rev.  F.  J.  Hackett — 24%  Annuities 

Sir  John  Howard — 5%  War  Stock,  1929-47 

Wm.  Brown  Hextall,  Esq. — 4J%  Conversion  Loan,  1940  44  . . 

Louis  Sterne,  Esq. — 3J%  Conversion  Loan  

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kirkhuin— 3i%  Conversion  Loan 
Miss  Jesson — 3i%  Conversion  Loan 
J.  J.  Crosfield,  Esq.,  J.P. — 3J%  Conversion  Loan 
Miss  Constance  de  Jong — 5%  Conversion  Loan,  1944-04 

Sir  ARTHUR  PEARSON  MEMORIAL  FUND. 

3i%  Conversion  Loan 

.5%  Great  Western  Railway  Guaranteed  Stock 
5%  Great  Vt'estem  Railway  Preference  Stock  . . 

4%  London,  Midland  and  Scottish  Railway  Preference  Stock  . . 
4%  London,  Midland  and  Scottish  Railway  Debenture  Stock  . . 
4%  London  and  North  Eastern  Railway  Second  Preference  Stock 
3%  Local  Loans 

5%  War  Stock,  1929-47  


BLIND  BABIES’  FUND. 

Blind  Babies’  Home,  Chorley  Wood — 

T.  G.  Sorby,  Esq. — 3%  Local  Loans 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Edwards — 4%  Consolidated  Loan,  1957 
Miss  A.  D.  Spiers — 4%  Consolidated  Loan,  1957 
Sunday  League — 5%  War  Stock,  1929-47 
Hornshaw  Endowment — 5%  War  Stock,  1929-47 
Miss  Vaughan  Chapman — 4%  Consolidated  Loan,  1957 
Mrs.  Lucy  Block — 4^%  Conversion  Loan,  1940-44 
Mrs.  F.  Marks — 3J%  Conversion  Loan,  1960  . . 

Blind  Babies’  Home,  Southport — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Graves,  Investment  Account— 3i% 
Conversion  Loan,  1960  . . 

James  Gilbertson,  ^q. — 34%  Conversion  Loan,  1960 


2,996 

■1 

2 

1,100 

15 

9 

1,076 

3 

3 

851 

7 

1 

427 

4 

0 

844 

9 

9 

276 

0 

0 

1,932 

16 

11 

107 

14 

3 

477 

10 

0 

477 

10 

0 

47 

17 

0 

1,020 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

508 

15 

0 

450 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

EX-SERVICE  MEN’S  FUND. 

William  Brown  Hextall,  Esq. — 4J%  Conversion  Loan,  1940-44 

CHORLEYW’OOD  COLLEGE. 

William  Brown  Hextall,  Esq. — 4%  Great  Western  Railway 
Debenture  Stock 

James  Gilbertson,  Esq.- — 3i%  Conversion  Loan,  1960 


L s.  d. 


1,017  11  0 

1 ,000  0 0 
100  O 0 
200  0 0 
5,000  0 0 

.50  0 0 

500  0 0 

20  0 0 
200  0 0 
7,292  4 11 


9,506  0 11 

24,884  16  10 


3,189  6 3 


605  0 0 

3,794  6 3 

500  0 0 


2,999  4 6 

600  0 0 

3,499  4 6 

.32,678  7 7 


;£113,818  16  6 


MOON  SOCIETY. 
Investments,  3Ist  March,  1931. 


GENERAL  PURPOSES. 

5%  War  Stock,  1929-47  

4i%  Treasury  Bonds,  1934 
Victoria  6%  Inscribed  Stock,  1945-75 
3J%  Conversion  Loan,  1960 

ENDOWMENTS— Miss  A.  E.  C.  Moon— 

3J%  Queensland  Government  Stock,  1950-70 
i’''o  Consolidated  Loan,  1957  . . 

5%  W'ar  Stock,  1929-47  


I s-  d. 

383  5 6 

99  0 0 

3,456  11  0 

3,000  0 0 


1,152  1 7 

5.50  0 0 
965  12  10 


I s.  d. 


6,938  16  6 


2,667  14  5 

79,666  10  11 
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ALLOCATIONS  AND  GRANTS. 
During  the  Year  ended  March  31st,  1931. 


ALI.OC.VTION'S  AND  tiKANTS  MADE  liY  TUB  INSfl  1 U f E 
ItCRKSIilRB— 

•Ucrksliire  County  Blind  Society  . . 

CAMBRIDGE— 

Cambridge  Society  for  the  Blind 
Isle  of  Ely  Society  for  the  Blind 

CHESHIRE—  ^ , 

Chester  Society  for  the  Home  Teaclung  of  the  BUnd 
Macclesfield  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind . . 


CORNWALL— 

Cornwall  County  Association  for  the  Blind 
DEVON— 

Devon  County  Association  for  the  Blind  . . 

Home  for  the  Blind,  Torr — 

Allocation  . . . . . . /(>0  0 0 

♦Special  Grant  . . . . . . 250  0 0 


South  Devon  and  Cornwall  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  Plymouth  . . 

West  of  England  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Exeter 
DORSET— 

Dorset  County  Association  for  the  Blind  . . 
DURHAM— 

Darlington  Society  for  the  Blind 
ESSEX— 

Essex  County  Association  for  the  Blind 
♦Colchester  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE— 

Gloucester  Blind  Association 

Gloucester  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

HEREFORDSHIRE— 

Herefordshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind  . . 
LANCASHIRE— 

Liverpool  Workshops  for  the  Blind . . 

LINCOLNSHIRE— 

Grimsby  Society  for  the  Blind 
Lindsey  (Lines)  Blind  Society 

LONDON— 

♦Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs 
•College  and  Association  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind 
♦Guild  for  Promotion  of  Gardening  Amongst  the 
Blind  and  Partially  Blind  (Myope) 

♦Narional  Union  of  Professional  and  Industrial 
Blind 


f 

s. 

d. 

190 

0 

0 

136 

17 

11 

105 

10 

8 

698 

12 

7 

169 

0 

4 

298 

16 

5 

444 

10 

1 

939 

10 

10 

310 

0 

0 

029 

4 

0 

487 

2 

10 

312 

10 

4 

162 

15 

1 

381 

2 

1 

22 

16 

5 

134 

10 

6 

CC 

>1^ 

10 

9 

216 

18 

10 

1,747 

4 

4 

55 

13 

5 

424 

2 

5 

175 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

100 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

NORFOLK— 

Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind  . . 
♦Yarmouth  and  Gorleston  Blind  Society  . . 

NORTHUMBERLAND— 

Newcastle  Agencies  for  the  Blind  . . 

SOMERSET— 

Bath  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind 
Somerset  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

SURREY— 

♦Croydon  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 
SUSSEX— 

East  Sussex  Association  for  the  Blind 
West  Sussex  Association  for  the  Blind 


/ S.  d. 

(ilt  4 4 

5 13  8 


1,371  6 4 


215  11  2 

554  12  8 


100  0 0 


.504  I 4 
288  15  y 


WILTSHIRE— 

Wiltshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind  . . 728  13 

WORCESTERSHIRE— 

♦Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  . . . . • . 100  0 

YORKSHIRE— 

Barnsley  and  District  Association  for  the  Blind  . . 320  1 1 

Colne  and  Holme  Valley  Local  Blind  Persons’ 

Committee  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  135  10 

Doncaster  and  District  Home  Teaching  .Society 

for  the  Blind  . . . . . . . . . • 237  2 

Goole  Local  Blind  Persons’  Committee  . . . . 26  19 

Harrogate  and  District  Blind  Society  . . . . 389  15 

Huddersfield  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind  . . 92  5 

Keighley  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind  . . 165  18 

Leeds  Incorporated  Institution  for  the  Blind  . . 2,990  4 

♦St.  Helens  and  District  Society  for  the  Welfare 

of  the  Blind  300  0 

Saddleworth  Local  Blind  Persons’  Committee  . . 25  5 

Selby  Local  Blind  Persons’  Committee  . . . . 152  10 

Settle  Local  Blind  Persons’  Committee  . . . . 75  2 

Sheffield  and  District  Voluntary  Committee  for 

the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  . . . . . . . . 740  0 

Thome  Local  Blind  Persons’  Committee  . . . . 18  15 

♦Todmorden  Society  for  the  Blind  . . . . . . 24  1 

Wakefield  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind  . . 175  5 

Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind  . . . . . . 302  15 


8 

0 

6 

7 


1 

0 

0 

6 

6 

3 

6 

6 

6 


♦ESPERANTA  LIGILO  (Esperanto  Magazine  for 
the  Blind)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20  0 0 

♦CYPRUS  BLIND  FUND  ....  ..  ..  49  19  2 


£19,803  3 8 


♦ Grants  made  irrespective  of  Collecting  Agreements,  amounting  in  total  to  £1,318  Os.  9d. 

ALLOCATIONS  MADE  TO  THE  INSTITUTE— 

From  the  Greater  London  Fund 
From  Local  Agencies  . . 


. . 8,093  0 0 
..'  5,876  11  9 

£13,969  11  9 


ALLOCATIONS  MADE  BY  THE  INSTITUTE  to  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind  as  a Party  to  all  Agreements  . . 


. . £4,078  8 1 


(M  (M 


Agencies  with  which  the  Institute  has  Collecting  Agreements  to  which  the 
National  Library  for  the  Blind  is  a Party. 

The  agreements  are,  broadly  speaking,  of  two  kinds.  Under  one  type  of  agreement  the  Institute  undertakes 
llie  collecting  of  funds,  retains  25  per  cent,  of  the  amount  for  national  work,  and  hands  over  the  remaining  75  per  cent, 
to  the  Local  Agency  for  local  work.  Under  the  other  type  of  agreement,  the  Local  Agency  undertakes  the  collecting 
of  funds,  retains  80  per  cent,  of  the  amount  collected  for  local  work,  and  hands  over  the  remaining  20  per  cent,  to 
the  Institute  for  national  work. 

The  National  Library  for  the  Blind  is  a party  to  all  these  agreements,  and  shares,  in  an  agreed  proportion  with 
the  Institute,  the  allocation  for  national  work. 

The  whole  of  the  London  Metropolitan  Area  is  covered  by  the  Greater  London  Fund,  initiated  by  the  Institute 
in  1920,  and  now  under  the  control  of  a Committee  representing  the  Institute  and  the  National  Library,  and  the 
Societies,  Workshops  and  Associations  named  below.  The  net  amount  raised  by  the  Fund  is  at  present  allocated 
as  follows  45  per  cent,  to  the  Workshops  ; 35  per  cent,  to  the  National  Institute  and  the  National  Library  ; 20  per 
cent,  to  the  County  Associations  ; a reserve,  not  exceeding  ;£500  per  annum,  maybe  divided  amongst  smaller  Societies 
working  for  the  blind  of  London. 


COLLECTION  MADE  BY  THE  INSTITUTE. 

Barnsley  and  District  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Bath  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind. 
Cambridgeshire  Society  for  the  Blind. 

Chester  Society  for  the  Home  Teaching  of  the  Blind . 
Colne  and  Holme  Valley  Local  Blind  Persons 
Committee. 

Darlington  Society  for  the  Blind. 

Doncaster  and  District  Home  Teaching  Society  for 
the  Blind. 

East  Sussex  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Essex  County  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Gloucester  (City)  Blind  Association. 

Gloucester  County  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Goole  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee. 

Grimsby  Blind  Society 

Harrogate  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind. 
Huddersfield  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind. 
Herefordshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Isle  of  Ely  Society  for  the  Blind. 

Keighley  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Leeds  Incorporated  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Lindsey  (Lines)  Blind  Society. 

Liverpool  Workshops  for  the  Blind. 

Macclesfield  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind. 
Newcastle  Agencies  for  the  Blind  : 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Home  Teaching  Society 
for  the  Blind. 

Newcastle  Royal  Victoria  School  for  the  Blind. 
Newcastle  Workshops  for  the  Blind. 

Norrvich  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Nottingham  Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind  • 
Preston  Industrial  Institute  for  the  Blind  and  Homes 
for  Blind  Children. 

Saddleworth  Blind  Persons  Committee. 

Selby  Blind  Persons  Committee. 

Settle  Blind  Persons  Committee. 

Sheffield  and  District  Voluntary  Association  for  the 
BUnd. 

Stockport  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Deaf,  and  the 
Dumb. 

South  Western  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind  : 
Cornwall  County  Association  for  the  BUnd. 

Devon  County  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Dorset  County  Association  for  the  BUnd. 

Somerset  County  Association  for  the  BUnd. 

South  Devon  and  Cornwall  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  Plymouth. 

West  of  England  Institution  for  the  BUnd,  Exeter. 

* In  pari  of  Derbyshire  the  Institute  collects  and  ii 


COLLECTION  MADE  BY  THE  INSTITUTE  (coni.). 

Thorne  BUnd  Persons  Committee. 

Wakefield  and  District  Institution  and  Workshops 
for  the  BUnd. 

West  Sussex  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Wiltshire  County  Association  for  the  BUnd. 
Y^orkshire  School  for  the  Blind. 

COLLECTION  MADE  BY  THE  LOCAL  AGENCY. 

Barrow  and  District  Society  for  the  BUnd. 

Berkshire  County  BUnd  Society. 

Bournemouth  Blind  Aid  Society. 

Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for  the  BUnd. 
Eastbourne  Society  for  the  Social  Welfare  of  the 
Blind. 

HaUfax  Society  for  the  Blind. 

Hampshire  Association  for  the  Care  of  the  BUnd. 
Hastings  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind. 
Hertfordshire  Society  for  the  BUnd. 

Hull  and  East  Riding  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Kent  County  Association  for  the  BUnd. 

Kesteven  (Lines)  BUnd  Society. 

Lincoln  Blind  Society. 

YUdland  Societies  for  the  BUnd  ; 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  BUnd. 
Burton-on-Trent  BUnd  Committee. 

Coventry  Society  for  the  BUnd. 

Shropshire  County  Association  for  the  BUnd. 
Stafiordshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind. 
Stourbridge  Institution  for  the  BUnd. 

WalsaU,  Wednesbury  and  District  Society  for  the 
Blind. 

Warwickshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind. 
Worcester  County  Association  for  the  BUnd. 
Nottingham  Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind* 
Oxford  (City  and  County)  Society  for  the  Blind. 

St.  Helens  and  District  Society  for  the  Welfare  of 
the  Blind. 

South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Counties  Associa- 
tion for  the  BUnd. 

Southampton  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
BUnd. 

Sunderland  and  Durham  County  Royal  Institute 
for  the  BUnd. 

Surrey  Voluntary  Association  for  the  BUnd. 

Swansea  and  South  Wales  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
Worthing  Society  for  Befriending  the  BUnd. 
(Division  on  26-76  per  cent,  basis,  but  Society 
collects). 

the  remainder  of  the  area  the  Institution  collects. 


I 
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AGENCIES— 

COLLECTION  MADE  BY  THE  GREATER  LONDON 
fund  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Barclay  Workshops  lor  Blind  Women. 

Croydon  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind. 

East  Ham  W’elfare  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Essex  County  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Incorporated  Association  for  Promoting  the  General 
Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Kent  County  Association  for  the  Blind. 

London  Association  for  the  Blind. 


London  Society  for  Teaching  and  Training  the 
Blind  (with  which  is  incorporated  West  London 
Workshops  for  the  Blind).  _ 

Metropolitan  and  Adjacent  Counties  .Association 
for  the  Blind. 

Middlesex  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Royal  School  for  the  Indigent  Blind,  Leatherhearl 
(including  the  Blind  Employment  Factory. 
Waterloo  Road). 

Surrey  Voluntary  Society  for  the  Blind. 

West  Ham  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Workshops  for  the  Blind  of  Kent. 


8o 


The  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  wish  to  express  their  sincerest  thanks  to  ; 


The  lens  of  thousands  of  Annual  Subscribers,  Contributors  and  Donors  throughout  the  country  for  their  most  generous 
financial  assistance  during  the  year. 

The  Donors  of  gifts  of  clothing,  Christmas  parcels,  etc.,  for  distribution  among  the  blind  poor. 

The  Organisers  and  Supporters  of  functions  in  aid  of  the  Institute's  work  and  in  aid  of  the  Common  Funds  under 
unification  agreements. 

Theatrical  Proprietors,  Managers,  and  others  for  the  loan  of  theatres,  halls , etc. 

Theatrical  and  Concert  Artistes  for  their  innumerable  services. 

The  Honoraiy  Members  of  all  Headquarters  and  Branch  Committees. 

The  Honorary  Members  of  all  Committees  formed  for  special  purposes. 

The  Press  throughout  the  country  for  their  invaluable  and  never-failing  generosity  publicity  to  details 

of  the  Institute's  work  and  objects,  and  of  matters  relative  to  the  general  welfa.e  of  the  blind. 

The  British  Broadcasting  Corporation  and  the  “ Radio  Times  " for  invaluable  help  and  co-operation. 

Printing  Finns  for  valuable  assistance  in  propaganda  work. 

Business  and  Industrial  Firms  for  sympathetic  consideration  devoted  to  the  employment  of  blind  labour. 

The  Publishers,  Authors  and  Owners  of  Copyright  who  have  granted  permission  to  print  and  publish  Braille  and  Moon 
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Clergy,  Organists  and  Members  of  the  National  Union  of  Organists'  Associations  for  organising  or  permitting  recitals 
and  carol  services  in  aid  of  the  Institute's  work. 

The  eminent  Musicians,  Lecturers  and  Academic  Bodies  who  have  assisted  the  Music  Department  in  very  many  ways. 

The  Honorary'  Officials  and  Members  of  the  Sunshine  Homes  Local  Committees. 


The  Honorary  Medical  Staff  at  the  Sunshine  Homes. 

The  Firms  and  Individuals  who  have  made  generous  gifts  in  kind  to  assist  the  Sunshine  Homes. 

The  Committee  of  the  All-England  Solo  Dancing  Competition,  and  the  Dancing  Teachers  and  their  Pupils  who  have 
supported  the  competition  and  organised  displays  in  aid  of  the  Sunshine  Homes. 

The  Branches  and  Members  of  the  Sunsliine  Society. 

The  Voluntary  Sellers  and  Organisers  of  Depots  for  their  service  on  the  Blind  Babies  Flag  Day. 

The  Individuals  and  Scholastic  Establishments  who  have  supported  Chorleywood  College. 

The  Members  of  the  Medical  Profession  and  Hospital  Authorities  who  have  assisted  the  Massage  Department  and 
School. 

The  Margaret  Morris  School  of  Dancing  for  free  dancing  instruction  to  Students  of  the  Massage  School. 

The  Officers,  and  all  other  ranks  of  the  Services,  Ex-Service  men,  and  many  others  for  generous  financial  assistance 
to  the  Blind  Ex-Service  Men’s  Fund. 

The  Honorary  Chaplains  and  Honorary  Medical  Staff  at  the  Institute’s  Homes  for  Blind  Women,  etc. 

The  Voluntary  Readers,  Organisers  of  concert  parties  and  outings.  Donors  of  tickets,  etc.,  for  providing  amusement 
for  the  inmates  of  the  Institute's  Homes  and  the  Institute  s Blind  Employee^. 

The  Voluntary  Organisers  and  Supporters  of  exhibitions  and  sales  held  in  connection  with  the  Home  Industrie. 
Department. 
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